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This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

 

 

* Classes / Staffing 2023 

* EOY Reports 

* Election 2023 School Leaders 

* Parent Payments 2023 

* BFM & Election Day BBQ 

* RAT Tests delivery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

 

School Dental Visit - 23rd - 25th Nov 

Student Led Conferences Mon 28th &      

Tues 29th Nov 

Carols  - Wed 7th Dec 4pm-5pm 

Reports sent home Friday 9th Dec 

 

Y6 EOY Excursion Mon 12th Dec 

Y7 2023 Orientation Day Tues 13th Dec 

Grade 6 Graduation 6pm Wed 14th Dec 

Awards Assembly Fri 16th Dec 9am 

Final Assembly Fri 16th Dec 2:30pm 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

 

I can’t believe that when this newsletter goes out there will be only effectively 3 

weeks, (16 days) left of the 2022 school year; with the final 2 ‘official’ school days 

being for teachers only for their remaining two Professional Practice Days for 2022. In 

planning our end of year this year, we have taken into account that many families 

like to get a ‘head start’ on travelling either interstate or overseas for their Christmas 

break (now that we can). The next few full weeks for staff and students will certainly 

be very busy ones and before we know it, they will be over. 

Our much-loved class performances have begun in earnest and there are many 

more in the calendar, (usually during or adjacent to the school day), to honour the 

new TiL provisions for teachers and ES staff.  

In recent days I have been reading your child/ren’s end of year reports. I have been 

very interested in reading the student comments which make it very clear how     

important learning alongside their peers and trusted teachers is to our children;     

although many have also commented on how many new skills they have learned 

along the way. I have been pleasantly surprised at the strong ‘growth mindset’ that 

is shining through so many of these comments. 

This week we held the second of our Prep 2023 transition visits. I know that our new 

families will feel welcomed into the EBPS community with open arms. It’s always one 

of my favourite events as we welcome those new expectant faces of the               

prospective preps taking their first steps into primary school life. 

 During the last week of school we will hold the Grade 6 Graduation evening, 

(Wednesday 14th December).  Our Year 6 students have been preparing for this    

important evening for some time now. Enjoy these last few weeks’ children. I suggest 

you keep a diary for future reference if you don’t already do it. I really wish I had 

written down the things that were important to me back when I was about to leave 

primary school. Looking back on such memories is a wonderful thing to be able to 

do. 

 

Classes/Staffing 2023 

We are now almost at the end of the process of developing and testing our class 

groupings for next year. There is considerable movement happening in the staffing 

space next year. In previous years I have been able to announce the provisional 

classes and staffing allocations for the next year at this time of the year, however this 

year we are still not in a position to do so as we are still not quite there yet in our   

recruitment for staff. We are aiming to announce these in our next communication 

home to parents.    Continued next page………….. 

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   

Reporting Student  

Absences 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to let the school know 

about any student absences by logging 

into COMPASS and entering an           

BREAKFAST CLUB  

8:15am-8:45am 

Children must arrive before 8:30am 

in order to be served                 

breakfast in time. 

There are some Grab ‘n Go items and fruit 

if students arrive after 8:30am 

Please email Christine if your child has any         

food allergies 

christine.kennedy@education.vic.gov.au 

Thank you 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the 
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures and to Elders both past and present. 
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Weeks 9 and 10 will see much movement across the school as classes move into their new spaces for 2023. Students 

will have the opportunity to meet in their new classroom space and build connections with their 2023 teacher and 

peers in preparation for 2023 in the final week of this year. Watch this space for advice regarding the specific date 

and time. 

 

End of Year Reports 

As mentioned above, the teachers have been working hard in recent weeks to make your child/ren’s end of year 

reports as meaningful as possible. Reports will come home with your child/ren on Friday 9th December. 

 

Election of 2023 Student Leaders 

On Monday 28th November, we will be holding elections for School Captains, House Captains, Wellbeing Captains, 

Environmental Captains, and Digital Technology Captains. I encourage all our Year Five students to put themselves 

forward and ensure their written applications are delivered to me by tomorrow (Friday 25th November), at the latest. 

On Monday we will hear candidate speeches then the voting process will take place. 

 

Parent Payments and 2023 School Budget 

Our school council ratified our draft school budget for 2023 at our last meeting. We greatly appreciate our families 

and their support with paying Curriculum Contributions and remind our Steiner families that the fees for the additional 

programs provided in the Steiner Curriculum are user pays, not voluntary. All funds received from parents assist our 

school to fund programs and experiences that go beyond the core literacy and numeracy learning. Our community 

support allows for the Kitchen/Garden program to continue, as well as support the reinvigoration of school supplies 

and upkeep our maintenance. We thank you for your support in assisting us to provide the very best education for our 

students. The Parent Payment letter for 2023 will go home to you via Compass in the new year. This letter will outline 

how to make payments through the Compass portal. 

 

BFM and Election Day BBQ 

A reminder that our next market is on THIS Saturday between 8am and 12:30pm. It is also Election Day and Taraleigh’s 

St. Nick Fair day, so our school is certainly the place to be. Many thanks to the veritable army of volunteers who       

respond to Heidi’s plea for help each month. Thanks as well to our volunteers helping to run our Election Day BBQ. 

Thanks to Rachel Jeffreys for organising this school fundraiser. We really couldn’t do it without you all. If you are        

interested in helping out on Saturday - please let us in the office know.  

 

RAT Test Delivery 

The Department has informed all government schools that all RATs currently in storage in schools need to be            

distributed to families and staff members before the end of the year. RAT kits will be sent home in the next few weeks 

so please check your child’s school bag for them. Please note that they won’t be labelled with names due to the 

numbers being sent home. If any families would like to request more for their families please contact the office and 

we will be happy to oblige. Conversely should you not want any sent home please advise us of your wishes. 

                                          ** Thought ** 
 

 

 

Until next time - Maria Shearn Principal   
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Literacy @ East Bentleigh PS 
 

This term in 3/4 mainstream classes the students have been writing picture story books for prep and grade 

1 students. The aim was to for students to plan, write, edit and publish a complete and engaging picture 

story book.  

 

This is the process students followed. 

Immersion – students read a range of picture story books from the library. We compiled a list of important 

features of the characters, storylines, and layout of each book. 

Planning – students created a character profile and a story plan.  

Writing – student had several writing sessions to write, read and edit their story. 

Publishing – students published their books, handwriting the text and illustrating the page with an appro-

priate picture. 

Presentation – students practised reading their books with expression. 

All students look forward to sharing their books with the prep students this week. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Jill Griffin - member of the Literacy team and 34G Classroom Teacher 

 



Wellbeing at EBPS 

Year 5/6- Life Education 
 

The year five and six students had a second visit from Life Education, this term. These sessions were          

focused on puberty and reproduction.  

 

The year five students participated in a single session about puberty. The main information focused on   

understanding the physical, social and emotional changes that occur during puberty. This session also 

provided students with practical information on how to stay safe, look after themselves and the               

importance of communication.    

 

The year six students participated in two sessions, one on puberty and the other on reproduction. During 

these sessions, the students learnt about male and female reproductive systems, as well as practical    

strategies that they can implement to cope with the many physical, emotional and social changes that 

occur during puberty. 

 

The students found these sessions very helpful, entertaining and enlightening. Children are naturally      

curious about their bodies at this age. We want to make sure they are receiving correct factual           

information so they can make safe and informed choices. A big takeaway for many students was that it 

helped them to understand their own bodies and how to put in place tools and strategies to manage 

these changes. They realised that they are not alone and not the only person it that has started to      

experience some changes. 

 

Advice that I can offer parents and carers of children this age, is to start having these conversations 

with your children. If you don’t feel comfortable or equipped, then call in the support of experts to be 

able to have those conversations rather than avoiding them altogether. Be comfortable admitting     

discomfort and that you don’t have all the information – be prepared to find that information together. 

It’s ok to not know everything. 

 

By Bill Portelli - 5/6B Classroom Teacher 
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GARDEN NEWS 
Chickens   We are very fortunate to have received 4 new hens from a local community member who 

had heard of our good animal husbandry at this school. They have been welcomed by our rooster and 

hens and have fitted in nicely as you can see in the photo. We now have 10 chooks: one white rooster,  

3 white hens, 3 red hens, 3 black hens. 

Volunteers for summer holiday chicken care   Please let Pascale know ASAP if you are available for a 

small block of the holiday period or a regular day throughout summer to feed, care for and unlock/lock 

up our chickens over summer holidays. A quick training can be organised before the end of school. You 

get to take home the fresh eggs you find as a reward! Email: pascale.jacq@education.vic.gov.au  

 

Crop rotating potatoes and companion planting like the Aztecs    We have been continuing our learning about different styles of 

gardening, such as the importance of crop rotation for different plant families like potatoes and tomatoes. Students have harvested 

all our potatoes from the potato patch and planted their seeds in a new part of the kitchen garden to ensure we don't get potatoe 

blight like the Irish farmers did. 

In our new field we have companion planted corn, beans and pumpkins like the Aztecs did: beans fertilise the corn and entangle it 

with their tendrils to stop it blowing over in the wind and pumpkins make a great shady ground cover trapping moisture near the 

corn roots. Here's to a healthy harvest next autumn! 

     

Photo: Planting our seed potatoes in the kitchen garden 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Photo: Our rhubarb and potato harvest for cooking with Nikki                                                   

    (potatoe pizza and rhubarb and apple crumble! Yum!) 

 

 

Moss, lichen and insects   Year 5A are studying botany and exploring the more unusual plants or plant relatives: moss, lichen, algae 

and ferns. We explored our school and discovered gold and silver lichen living in the rough barked branches and trunks of trees 

(especially ash trees), and in the rough rocks like scoria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In amongst the hollows of one rock living in this microscopic world were ants running in and out of the volcanic holes moving eggs 

and building up sand mounds. What do they eat?  

The fact most lichen and moss was found on the southern faces of rocks and logs close to shade and moisture shows how important 

it is not to move or roll logs and rocks around too much as you could inadvertently harm these important living things if they end up 

drying in the hot sun.  

We also discovered a new moth species at our school the Double Yellow-patched footman, an insect species which depends on 

lichen for food as a caterpillar. What tiny wonders can you find in your garden? Which microclimate does is it found in and what is its 

role in nature? There's so much to discover if we slow down and look deeply. 

 

Pascale Jacq - Garden Specialist 

Parent Information 
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EURYTHMY OPEN CLASSES - Invitation 
Dear Parents, Carers and Family, 

You are warmly invited to your children’s Eurythmy Open Classes.  Classes 2 - 5 will also do Maypole.  

All Open Classes will be in the Performing Arts Centre except for class prep which will be in their room.  

 

Tuesday December 6th 

9.00am  PrepJ & PrepS  

9.30am  Class 3M 

10.15am Class 2D 

11.30am Class 3D 

12.15pm Class 2EL 

 

Thursday December 8th 

9.30am  Class 1A 

10.15am Class 5A 

11.30am Class 6N & 6T 

12.15am Class 4L 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Kate Graves—Eurythmy Teacher 

SHARE THE DIGNITY  
Staff at EBPS coordinated donations for the Share The Dignity                          
campaign. We filled, donated and delivered 17  handbags which gives hope and 
dignity to women and girls across Australia.  Share the Dignity provides a       
tangible way for the public to donate directly to the end recipient and can help 
bring dignity to women and girls experiencing homelessness, domestic violence, 
and period poverty. 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated to our Dignity Drive. The generosity, 
kindness and empathy for those in need is a testament to the kind, caring and 
compassionate staff we have at East Bentleigh Primary School .                           
By Lisa Matusewicz 
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Advertising 
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not 

endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 
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