Principal’s Report 1 – 2

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development

This week in the Principal’s Report the
following topics are covered:

* Victorian High Ability Program
* MP Clare O’Neil Writing Prize
* Go for Gold 2021
* 2022 Planning
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BREAKFAST CLUB
Coming back soon!
8:15-8:45am

in new Performing Arts
Centre (PAC)
If your child has allergies—
please email
jane.ross@education.vic.gov.au

before they attend.

Reporting Student
Absences
Please remember to let the
school know by 9am if your
child will be absent.
Please call or email the school
office on Ph: 9570 3525 Email:
east.bentleigh.ps@education.vic.gov.au

You must also provide a
reason for the absence so that
we can accurately record it.
**A signed note by you is also
required - to be handed to the
class teacher for each
absence. Thank you

Diary Dates
Schools - Roadmap
Preps return (M/T/W) 8:40am to 3pm
from Monday 18th October

SCHOOL VISION:
East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting, child-focused
environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are
able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the
challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident
individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live.

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.
Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn
Hello everyone,
We are all counting down for the return of our students to onsite learning,
starting with our Prep and Grade 1/2 classes next week and our staff
couldn’t be happier! We look forward to supporting our students transition
back to school but are mindful that their learning stamina may not be at its
greatest. Please be mindful when planning after school and evening events
that your child(ren) may be very tired and a little overwhelmed in the first
weeks back as they re-learn school routines and expectations.
If any parents/carers did not receive my email sent earlier this week
regarding the logistics of our return or require any clarification of its
contents, please give me a call. I ask that you please take the time to read
it carefully so that you are also prepared and ready for changes to school
routines. I can’t stress enough the importance of parents adhering to the
arrival and pick up times to ensure minimal congestion and mixing of
groups.
If you are an authorised permitted worker and require on-site supervision for
your child/ren next week, please make sure your form is returned by today
to enable the coordination of supervision.
I ask that you please support your children in the year 3-6 cohorts to practise
wearing a mask in preparation for their return. Whilst it is not mandatory for
students in Prep-2 it is strongly recommended by the Health Department
that they also wear face masks. We are yet to receive any written
information from DET regarding medical exemptions.

Grades 1+2 return (Th/F) 8:50am to
3:10pm from Thursday 21st October
Grades 3+4 (T/W) return 9am to
3:20pm from Tuesday 26th October
Grades 5+6 return (Th/F) 9:10 to
3:30pm from Thursday 28th October
All students return to onsite learning
on Friday 5th November

Victorian High Ability Program.
I would like to congratulate 4 of our Year 5/6 students who have been
accepted in the term 4 Primary High Ability Program.
Congratulations to Markus (6A) and Michael (5/6P) who will be completing
the English program and Gaia (6A) and Amuro (6A) who will participate in
thew Maths program along with other like-minded students across the state.
Well done to you all.

REPORT WRITING - STUDENT FREE
DAY— Monday 1st November
MELB CUP— PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Tuesday 2nd November

Continued next page………….
East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
cultures and to Elders both past and present.

Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn
Clare O’Neil Hotham Writing Prize
Many congratulations to Markus B (6A) who was awarded the Primary Writing Prize by Clare herself via
Webex earlier this week. This annual competition encourages students from throughout the electorate of
Hotham to write to Clare about something they are passionate about. Markus wrote an inspiring and
passionate letter on our need to look after our environment which he has kindly allowed us to reprint in
this newsletter. Well done Markus. We are very proud of you.
Go for Gold 2021 — one lucky student will win a Fitbit Ace
We have joined Glen Eira City Council’s Active Schools – Go for Gold program for the month of October
(4th-29th).
You will receive an editable Golden Ticket (check with your class teacher) and each time you walk, ride
or scoot to school or complete a physical activity at home, tick one of the boxes on your ticket.
Pencil Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. into your diary throughout October and join Glen Eira Leisure in a livestream
class! The link to this class as well as other activities and ideas to be active at home can be found
at: https://www.gleneira.vic.gov.au/our-city/sports-and-leisure/active-schools

The more active you are, the better chance our school has at becoming Glen Eira City Council’s Active
Schools Champion for 2021, so be active and help us win!
For further information and full terms and conditions, please visit https://www.gleneira.vic.gov.au/our-city/sportsand-leisure/active-schools

2022 Planning
We are currently planning for 2022. If your child will not be returning to East Bentleigh Primary School in
2022 could you please let us know as soon as possible. We are in the process of developing a class
structure for next year and we require accurate student numbers to facilitate our planning.

** Thought **

Until next time……….Maria Shearn - Principal

Parent Information

Get ready, get set to Go for
Gold this October!

Go for Gold 2021 — one lucky student will win a Fitbit Ace
We have joined Glen Eira City Council’s Active Schools – Go for Gold
program for the month of October (4-29).
Please ask your class teacher for an editable ticket or print off this
Golden Ticket and each time you walk, ride or scoot to school or complete a physical activity at home, tick one of the boxes on your ticket.
Pencil in Thursday’s at 2pm throughout October and join Glen Eira
Leisure in a livestream class! The link to this class as well as other activities
and ideas to be active at home can be found at:
www.gleneira.vic.gov.au/active-schools
The more active you are, the better chance our school has at becoming
Glen Eira City Council’s Active Schools Champion for 2021, so be active
and help us win! For further information and full terms and conditions,
please visit www.gleneira.vic.gov.au/active-schools.
Sue Jackson - Assistant Principal

Student Artwork
For Art last week, the students had to create a monster. They criteria that they had to follow was that
the monster must fill the frame, use bold colour blocking and use simple features to create personality.
The students were encouraged to use any medium they wished. Here are some examples of their work.

Xian 5/6P

Michael 5/6P

Davi 1/2L

Janette Arvanitakis - Art Teacher

Maddy 1/2M
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Literacy @ East Bentleigh PS
Last term, a number of students across Year Five and Six were invited to take part in the Clare O’Neil
Hotham Writing Prize: What matters to young people in Hotham? This was a wonderful competition which
allowed the students of our community to have a voice about matters that really affected them. Those
who entered needed to write a persuasive letter to Clare O’Neil which included a matter of concern,
why it affected the student and some solutions that could be taken to parliament. We are delighted to
announce the winner of this competition was one of our students: Congratulations Markus from 6A who
wrote about climate change. Clare O’Neil visited a 6A WebEx meeting to share the news and talk to the
class about her role in parliament and answered many complex questions from the students. Below is the
letter written by Markus.

Dear Clare O'Neil,
Thank you for this opportunity to voice my concerns.
I would like to talk about the future of our environment and the impact of this on our health and the economy. I would like for action to
be taken on climate change. Our environment is sick and it is tiring for young people, like me, to constantly fear for the future of our
ecosystem and the survival of future generations, yet we look on while no real action is taken.
This issue is the biggest problem in the history of the world and is still being ignored by our government like it is some myth. It involves
all of us! Yet just because I am not 18 and cannot vote, I don't get a say. Only the adults in parliament get to decide on the outcome of
the situation. Something needs to happen! Our voice is not being heard! Australia is not changing fast enough. We are a joke... an
outlier to other nations, environmentally and through our lack of action and change, economically!
Scientists warned us about the impacts of climate change and the potential of catastrophic fire, flood and global pandemics 30 years
before we were experiencing them. We are now living this reality. There were papers written about the worsening condition of our
ecosystem and the repercussions of the further continuance of extensive emissions of co2 and the burning of fossil fuels emitting
greenhouse gases.
Have you ever read ‘The Lorax’ by Dr. Suess? It may be a children's book but it has a deeper meaning when you really think about it.
We keep emitting pollution just like the Once-ler, we keep talking just like the Once-ler till we have almost nothing left. But the
Once-ler is different from us. He has moved on from his mistakes and has encouraged a young person to save what he has destroyed,
to teach him about the importance of it all.
I propose that both the Government and Coalition, join the people it represents and lead the nation to net zero emissions by 2050.
STOP subsidising fossil fuel, incentivise sustainable energy. Changes to taxes and expenses on electric cars. How is it fair that someone
who is trying to help lower our carbon footprint has to be taxed for doing the right thing? Maybe instead of sacrificing our world for
business and greed, by satisfying the needs of the fossil fuel industry, the Government should be actually putting in incentives to assist
with more of our population helping lower our carbon footprint. This could be done by just lowering prices of electric cars.
I propose a fix...an action. It will cost a bit of money but we should have billions of dollars from bringing our planet to the brink of a
100% gas led nation. We can Invest in bringing down prices of electric cars to make them more affordable for families. Increase the
price of petrol slowly as the electric car prices gradually go down. Our government can also put money towards environmentally friendly
technologies, such as solar panels, recyclable bags, biodegradable waste and hydraulic heating. These are just some of the many things
that we can do to start conserving our future. I think that if children are ready to tackle this on then surely the fully grown and
experienced adults should be ready to deal with this too.
Some people think that climate change is an ethical dilemma but really it is just an uncomfortable situation that some people in
parliament aren't ready to even comprehend the importance of this so called “ethical dilemma”
Thankyou
Sincerely
Markus, Class 6A, East Bentleigh Primary School
Jill Griffin & Amanda Kershaw - Literacy Co-ordinators
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Maths at EBPS
This week….. We are beginning a school wide online project…
We are exploring the world through numbers.

Students from all across the school are invited to share number based facts and information about
locations all around the world. Year 4 mainstream have already got the ball rolling for us.
Want to join in…
1. Follow this link: https://padlet.com/laurasiu/jxtv1z2tt4xii4pt
2. Choose a country / location.
3. Research a number based fact,
4. Use the pink cross to add your fact to our global map (each post
has to be approved so it may take a little while for your post to
get added).
5. Remember to put your first name (only) as the subject line and
the location you are sharing about.
6. Explore others' facts

Laura Siu - Maths Coordinator
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Wellbeing in the Home Classroom
Wellbeing Class One Steiner - Gratitude Trees Class 1D and 1AE
The children have been exploring the concept of gratitude in our wellbeing sessions this term.
Last week the children listened to the picture book, ‘Thankful’ by Eileen Spinelli. The children used
their five senses to help heighten their awareness of what they felt grateful for in their two week
holiday. The children created Gratitude Trees. They displayed the different things they felt grateful
for on their Gratitude Tree. Some of the children used a branch from the garden and attached leaves
with words representing what they were grateful for. This week the children listened to the picture
book ‘Tilly’ by Jane Goodwin, and illustrated by Anna Walker. The story touched on the importance of
special items that we value and their significance. How we may even store these treasures in a
special place. The children added onto their Gratitude Tree things that made them feel happy and
positive.
By Donna - Class 1D Teacher

Jordan

Amon

Eva

Rex
Noah

Llewelyn

Theodore
Zion
Joey

Karma

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator

Delphi
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Classes 2C & 2D have been designing and making
dragons this week.
Yann

Hemi

Amanda
Mila

Annabelle

Liam

Tenpa
Noah
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GARDEN NEWS
It’s National Bird Week! (Monday 18 October and Sunday 24
October 2021)
Birds are amazing! Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be a bird? Wouldn’t it be great to
fly?! What would that feel like? What could you see? How far could you fly? Not only that but some birds
can both fly, swim and walk on land!! And feathers…ever stopped to admire one fallen feather and
noticed how similar they are to leaves? Why is that? And how do birds construct incredible nests without
hands? They are truly remarkable creatures and have such important roles in our world as pollinators,
keeping insect numbers under control, keeping algae and water plants under control, and turning over
forest soil and so much more.

Aussie Backyard Bird Count
Celebrate National Bird Week in Australia by taking part in the Aussie Backyard Bird Count — you will be
joining thousands of people from across the country who will be heading out into their backyards, local
parks or favourite outdoor spaces to take part. To get involved all you need is 20 minutes, your favourite
outdoor space (this doesn’t have to be your actual backyard, but remember the 15km restrictions), and
some keen eyesight. Simply record the birds you know and look up those you don’t on the ‘Aussie Bird
Count’ app or the #AussieBirdCount website https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/. It’s a great way to get to
know your feathered friends and contribute important data to science. This data is important for
monitoring how healthy each bird species is and notice any changes in behaviour such as migration or
breeding patterns. We can then take action to make sure they continue to thrive as part of our world.

Here’s a Melbourne Birds Booklet – a free resource showing the birds of the Port Phillip Catchment area:
https://livinglinks.com.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2020/06/Melbourne-Birds-booklet-Ramsar-LivingLinks-version-Nov-2018-LOW-RES-WEB.pdf
Here are some wild birds who have visited our school (photos I’ve taken over the past few years):

Pascale - Garden Specialist
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