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* Woodworking Program

* Expect the unexpected
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SCHOOL VISION:
East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting, child-focused
DID YOU KNOW ?

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are

You can pay for all excursions & in school
activities online using BPAY and your
family reference number.

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the

This family reference number can be
found on the bottom of your Statement of
Account.
Then all you have to do is sign the permission form, mark it “paid online” and give it
to the class teacher.

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident
individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live.

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.
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Diary Dates
Thurs 14th Nov - 4A Class Play 6pm
Fri 15th Nov - PREP TRANSITION NO. 2
Wed 20th Nov - Wear RED Day
Fri 22nd Nov - PREP TRANSITION NO. 3
Fri 22nd Nov - 5A & 5C Greek Olympics
Sat 23rd Nov - BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MKT

**NO SUSHI ORDERS**
ON TUESDAY 26TH NOV
Thurs 28th Nov - Steiner Orchestra
Concert 6pm
Fri 29th Nov - PREP TRANSITION NO. 4
Wed 4th Dec - 2A Class Play 6pm
Thurs 5th Dec - Parent/Helpers Morning
Tea 10:30am
Thurs 5th Dec - Yr.2 Steiner Parent Music
Information session 3:45pm
Fri 6th Dec - Yr.3 & 4G VCASS & Botanical
Gardens Excursion
Tues 10th Dec - Open Eurythmy Classes

Hello everyone,
I can’t believe that when this newsletter goes out there will be only effectively 5
weeks left of school for 2019. The next few weeks will certainly be very busy ones and
before we know it they will be over.
End of year class performances have already begun with 2 fabulous instrumental
soirees the week before last and 4A’s play tonight. Sue and I are really looking
forward to attending the many other performances over the next few weeks and
watching the culmination of many weeks’ work by your children and their teachers.
I hope you have noted down all the remaining important dates from the diary there are so many of them!
During the last week of school we hold the Grade 6 Graduation evening,
(Wednesday 18th December), and all the Grade 6 students have been preparing for
this important evening for some time now. Enjoy these last few weeks’ children. I
suggest you keep a diary for future reference if you don’t already do it. I really wish I
had written down the things that were important to me back when I was about to
leave primary school. Looking back on such memories is a wonderful thing to be
able to do.
Staffing -2020
As you would expect, planning for 2020 has been going on in earnest over the past
few months. Over recent weeks we have interviewed extensively and have filled 3
of the 4 vacancies for 2020 we had as some current staff take leave for various
reasons in 2020. Whilst we are almost there in terms of finalising our staffing profile we
are not quite ready to announce our class allocations yet. We will publish our
provisional class allocations in our next newsletter.

Wed 11th Dec - 2A Dance 4:30pm
Wed 11th Dec - 2B Dance 5:00pm
Wed 11th Dec - 5A Class Play 6pm
Thurs 12th Dec - Open Eurythmy Classes
Mon 16th Dec - Awards Ceremony 9am
Wed 18th Dec - Grade 6 Graduation 6pm
Thurs 19th Dec - Grade 6 EOY Excursion

***Friday 20th Dec***
Last day of school year
EOY Performances 12:30 in Hall

***Early finish - 1:30m***

Showcase Dinner
We held the second of these last night, this time with students
from Years 3 to 6. Once again it was a wonderful night where
our students are able to show much they have learned
through the fabulous kitchen garden program they take part
in at our school. Watching them take their parent’s orders for
dinner, to the careful carrying of soup, main meals and
dessert, is a real treat to watch. Here is the menu we served
last night. Once again my heartfelt gratitude to Nikki, Sue
and our wonderful teaching staff who work so hard to make
it such a seamless night.
East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
and to Elders both past and present.
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Drop Off and Parking
I’d like to once again thank our parents who are using the ‘kiss and go’ area fairly and effectively - it has been great
to see that area being used well by most, meaning most of our students are getting into class on time. Sadly however
the actions of a small few are making it difficult for others, as experienced by this exasperated parent on Wednesday
morning:
“I attempted to use the kiss and go for the first time this morning. After waiting in the queue, seeing a car indicating to
leave but not doing so I drove forward. Said car decided to proceed to exit but instead of driving straight did a 5
point U turn at 8.45 am on Bignell Rd! The parent was waiting for an opportunity to do a U turn so has to wait for cars
on both sides of the road to slow down. Obviously impossible so she just pulled out anyway. I shook my head watching
all this, to be given the bird by the driver. “
I am really at a loss to understand this entitlement mentality of a thoughtless few who completely ignore the needs
and safety of others. I try to get out to the front of the school every morning as I like to welcome our families arriving in
the morning but was unable to on Wednesday morning due to the excitement of the wind damaged tree in between
the main building and the BER. I would encourage all parents to help me to call out this selfish behaviour by a small
few. Perhaps the strength of the collective may help. As a last result, I will call Glen Eira Council to monitor the
situation.
Parent / Helpers’ Morning Tea
On Thursday 5th December at 10:30am, our staff will provide a special morning tea to all our wonderful helpers at our
school. We are very lucky at East Bentleigh Primary School to have so many school community members prepared to
give up some of their time. I know not all of you will be able to come, so I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all those people who have given their time and expertise to help support our school in any way at all throughout the
year. Your efforts are all very much appreciated by everyone in the East Bentleigh Primary School community.
Woodworking Program
A number of our senior students have been working hard with Michael our
wonderful woodworking volunteer throughout the semester making tables out of
recycled timbers. Jasper and Benji are very proud of their efforts.
I am very grateful to Michael for giving so freely of his time and expertise to
support our students. They are very lucky to have you in their lives.
Finally- Expect the Unexpected
We arrived at school today to the sight of a much damaged tree after the heavy winds on Tuesday and overnight.
An urgent call to our arborist occurred immediately and the area blocked off. Of course the said tree was located in
the most inconvenient spot in the school between the main building and the BER building, disrupting traffic flow
throughout the school.
The arborists arrived right on lunchtime to do their specialised work. I’m sure the whine of chainsaws and the sight of
workmen in and out of trees was not conducive to the concentration of the children in Classes 1L and 1S during the
after lunch learning time. The work was completed just before pick up time thankfully with little evidence (except for
the wonky shape of the tree), of the excitement we had been through during the day. Suffice to say that Jane and I
needed to recalibrate our ‘to do’ lists on Wednesday ☺

** Thought **

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal

Parent Information

MUSIC NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,
Please be advised that the Steiner Orchestra Concert is on Thursday 28th of November at 6pm. This involves
all students in Steiner Classes 3 to 6 and members of the Extension Orchestra.
This has been listed in the calendar for quite some time and all music teachers hope that you have saved the
date so that all students can perform together with their class and celebrate their hard work each week over
the course of the year.
We would ask that if for some reason your student is unable to attend that you please let us know so that we
can make arrangements as necessary. My email address is felicitecheine@gmail.com.
A notice will be coming out shortly to confirm the details and how the night will run.
We thankyou in advance for you making arrangements as necessary for this event.
Felicite Heine - Instrumental Music Coordinator

GARDEN NEWS
Term 4 has been all about science, with soil science experiments, plant classification (monocots versus dicots) and seed germination,
and observational citizen science surveys. Observational data is important for scientists to understand about animal and plant
behaviour and effects humans and climate change have on their life cycles. All people can become "citizen scientists" and record
data to share with scientists, why don't you join in too?
Birds in Backyards - http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
20 minute surveys were conducted in garden class where we observed many bird species on our school grounds including: Magpie,
Noisy Miner, Eastern Rosella, Crimson Rosella, Rainbow Lorikeet, Corellas, Silver Gull, Little Raven, Crested Pigeon, Spotted Dove and
more! Noisy Miners are "farmers" - harvesting sugar lerps from Eucalyptus but not the tiny psyllid insect that creates it, so it can
remake it's sugar house.
Wild pollinator count - https://wildpollinatorcount.com/
Between the 10th to 17th November the challenge was for grade 3 students to focus on a flower or small cluster of flowers in the
kitchen garden and observe and count different insects that visit that flower over 20 minutes. Did you know flies, ants, wasps and
beetles are just as important pollinators as bees and butterflies? Here are some amazing insects we spotted:
By Pascale Miller - Garden Specialist
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Southern Metro
Orienteering Championships
On Friday the 1st of November our Year 6 students went to
Dandenong Police Paddocks for Orienteering. It was an
incredibly enjoyable and challenging day where we had to
navigate our way to find 13 check points in the fastest time
possible. We would like to congratulate Sean and Jericho for
coming 3rd in the mixed pairs and Sofia. R for coming 3rd in
the solo girls.
In the end our school came 4th with 34 points.
Well done Year 6’s and thanks to the teachers for organising
the competition!!!
By Anju O. (6S)

FRENCH NEWS
French Performances - Week 8
(Monday 25th Nov. to Friday 29th Nov.)
OPEN CLASSROOMS
Due to the lack of space whilst under construction - our French Performances this year will
take place in your child’s classroom during their (open) French session - All parents /carers
are welcome to come along. Our three Prep classes however, will do their French
Performances at each subsequent School Assembly (on Mondays)
starting from Monday 25th November - onwards. Please see timetable below.

Marie Seif - French Teacher

Parent & Community Information

Costco Moorabbin would like to offer all the staff
and parents of East Bentleigh Primary School a
VIP invitation.

The invite allows you to come and have a once-off shop
without a membership at our Moorabbin store. There is no minimum or maximums you need to spend and no obligation to
have to join as a member.
This is a really great way to see if you like what we offer and if it could be of use to
you. Just grab a Costco flyer from the school office - to use as your ticket to enter
Costco Moorabbin. Offer valid to 24th November 2019.
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Advertising
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their
advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to
investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating. Maria Shearn - Principal

