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This week in the Principal’s Report the
following topics are covered:

* Capital Works Update
* Ride 2 School
* Student Reports
* Congratulations 1M
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* Prep M Fun

* Congratulations 5A
* Awards Assembly
* Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt.
* Lost Property
* Visiting the School Grounds
during the holidays
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SCHOOL VISION:
East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting, child-focused
environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are
able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the

LOST PROPERTY
We have a HUGE pile of
lost property outside
the office.
Please come and have a
look as any unclaimed
items will be donated
to charity.

Diary Dates
Thurs 12th Dec - Open Eurythmy Classes

Thurs 12th Dec - 2B Dance 4:30pm

Thurs 12th Dec - 2A Dance 5:00pm

Thurs 12th Dec - 4A Dance 5:30pm

Fri 13th Dec - School Reports sent home

Mon 16th Dec - Awards Ceremony 9am

Mon 16th Dec - Yr.1 Summer Festival 4pm

Wed 18th Dec - Grade 6 Graduation 6pm

Thurs 19th Dec - Grade 6 EOY Excursion

***Friday 20th Dec***
Last day of school year
FINAL ASSEMBLY with
EOY Performances 12:30pm in Hall

***Early finish 1:30pm***

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident
individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live.

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.
Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn
Hello everyone,
This is a very important edition of our newsletter because it is the last full one for 2019
(the last of this decade!), as next week’s communication will be a special bulletin.
This means it is the last one for our year six students. In some cases it is the last one for
families who have been associated with the school for many years. To our year six
parents we would like to say thank you for sharing your time, energy and most
importantly, the development of your child with us. It has been a pleasure for us and
we’d like to extend to you and your young person (now graduating to Secondary
School), every good wish for the future.
We have had another busy year, with much to celebrate. The children have been
involved in a full and rich educational program and our staff has worked hard to
maximise your child’s learning. We have all collectively watched as our much
needed new building has risen from the grounds with its majestic sweeping rammed
earth feature walls. I thank all staff and students for their flexibility in coping during
the second half of this year with more crowded spaces as we absorbed the
contents of our old Block B in preparation for our new facility.
Our community has once again worked hard to raise both funds and the profile of
our school through various events throughout the year, the standout being the
successful operation of the Bentleigh Farmers’ Market on the 4th Saturday of every
month. Thank you to the fabulous regular team of volunteers that assist every month,
all coordinated by the indefatigable Heidi Nankervis.
Our parents and our gardener Pascale have worked tirelessly to beautify our
grounds with new garden areas springing up to enhance the physical environment
of our school.
My thanks and appreciation to our School Council members, Kym Mai, Andrew
Goldfinch, Ofer Fridberg, Lisa Vance, Helen Woodruff and Vennesser Fernandes,
Alison Hackett, Dagmar McNamara and Sue Jackson. It has been a real pleasure
working with like-minded people all focussed on making our school the best it can
possibly be. The planning required for our much anticipated performing arts centre
has meant many extra hours of work for school council and I am grateful for their
ongoing support and trust.
I would also like to say thank you once again to all our school community members
for the time and effort they have put in during the year to help in any way with the
running of our school. Thank you also to the parents and families who have taken the
time to send words of thanks to the staff, we really do appreciate it.
We can all certainly look towards the future with great optimism as we have more
exciting times ahead.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 2020
Wed. 29th January 8:50am
for 9:00am start

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
and to Elders both past and present.
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Capital Works Update The work site has been a flurry of activity over the past week. Windows have arrived and have
been installed, guttering and flashing has now completed the roof and the bricklayers have been hard at work on the
walls of the building. During our site walk last week now that the roof is on, we were able to get a strong feeling of the
scope of the building. I would certainly love to be teaching in one of the spacious new classroom spaces!

Ride 2 School Congratulations to John Seeary who has applied for and been granted a cheque
from Ride 2 School for $3000.00 in order to run an accredited Bike Ed course at EBPS next year for our
Year 5 students. Funds will also be used for interested teachers to become Bike Ed trainers.

Students Reports Your child’s Semester 2 assessment report will be coming home tomorrow. Please ensure you read
through this report carefully and discuss (as appropriate) what it says with your child/ren. In particular, focus on the
‘areas for improvement and future learning’ and the achievement sections. It has been really interesting again this
year reading through each class’ assessments, particularly the children’s own comments. They really give me a strong
indication of what has been most enjoyable for them and what they know of themselves as learners. I would like to
thank all our teachers for the many hours of painstaking work they put into developing these reports for parents. I
know that we all heave a sigh of satisfied relief when they are complete. They are a big job! Any feedback received
will help us to further improve our practice.
Congratulations Grade 1M There are many heart-warming moments in my day as a Principal. On Tuesday I was visited
by Florence and Charlie from 1M to share what their class had decided to do this year. Please see below for the note
attached to the cards and cheque for $172.00 they have raised to thank the CFA. Thank you Leah for guiding your
class in such a caring direction and parents of 1M for supporting Leah and your children in this endeavour.
I am bursting with pride.

Dear CFA,
We are students from Grade 1 at East Bentleigh Primary School in Melbourne. Instead of buying each other toys
this year as a class Kris Kringle present we decided to donate the money to the CFA public fund. We think you all
do an amazing job especially considering all the fires we have seen lately on the news. The children also wanted to
make cards for the fire fighters (see enclosed).
We sincerely hope you have a wonderful holiday and a Merry Christmas.
From Grade 1 and Ms Morrissy at East Bentleigh Primary School.
PREP M Fun Yesterday the prep students were introduced to installation art.
Using the principles of force and gravity that they have been exploring during
the term. They filled sponges with beautifully coloured water, then catapulted
them onto the basketball court. They all loved watching the paint flying through
the air and worked out that the more force applied to the catapult, the higher
and further the paint flew and the bigger the SPLAT!!!! Thanks to our fabulous art
teacher Janette Arvanitakis for guiding the students through this fun learning
experience. We now have (until the next rain event) a very interestingly
coloured basketball court ☺
Congratulations 5A
Families of 5A children and Sue and I were treated to a
fabulous performance last light of “Demeter and
Persephone”. A wonderfully expressive performance
uniting strong acting skills (both individual and chorus),
instrumental music and beautiful singing.
It was wonderful.
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Awards Assembly
Our Awards Assembly this year will be held on Monday 16th December starting at 9:00am. At our Awards Assembly children will be presented with various awards including academic, sporting and community spirit awards for 2019. We
will also announce our student leaders for 2020. This is always a very special annual event, so if you are able to attend,
please try to get there. It is a wonderful time of celebration for our school community.
Bentleigh Farmers’ Market
A reminder that our final market for this year will be our very special Twilight Christmas Market on
Monday 23rd December running from 4:00pm – 7:30pm. What better way to source the freshest meat,
fruit and vegies and other tasty treats in preparation for the all-important Christmas day feast!
Lost Property
Once again I’d like to remind parents about checking in lost property for your children’s missing belongings. As usual
we are having a clear out of unclaimed belongings which are not named. Please have a look in the corridor for any
missing items of clothing. We do try to match owners to found items, however it is amazing how often we don’t know
who owns these items. Any uniform items left unclaimed at the end of the year will be laundered and added to our
second hand uniform stock and donated to charity.
School grounds during the Christmas holidays
Each year at this time I try to remember to ask parents to consider bringing their children up to school to play in our
school grounds once or twice during the holidays. Your presence in the school grounds, I believe, helps to discourage
vandalism.
Positive Actions Advent Calendar
Whilst I know that not all of our families celebrate Christmas, I thought that the sentiment and ideas underpinning the
following ‘advent calendar’ were worth sharing with you all anyway. I for one will be attempting to tick each one of
these actions off (and more) during the coming days. I hope it ‘speaks’ to you as it did for me.

**Thought**

Until next time………. Maria Shearn - Principal

Parent Information

The first Waldorf (Steiner) school was founded in Stuttgart in 1919. Today there are over
1,100 Waldorf schools and almost 2,000 Waldorf kindergartens in some 80 countries around
the globe. And more all the time. The world wide focus for this Centennial year has been seeing it as an occasion to further develop Waldorf education for contemporary times, and focus
more consciously on its global dimensions. With many exciting projects on all continents. To
celebrate this exciting year here at East Bentleigh Primary School the students have created
art works in their classes that feature the element of 100.
Prep A 100 Blocks made from tissue boxes

Class 2A 100 Dragon Scales

Class 3D 100 Mandelas

Prep D 100 Bees

Class 2B 100 Dragon Scales

Class 1L 100 Peg People
Class 6S 100 Adverbs

By Anne Wilson - 2A Class Teacher

Parent Information

Year 6’s LEGACY PROJECT
The Year 6 students are all busy working on their Legacy project for this year. The
students voted on themes that represent their years at EBPS. The most popular themes
included friendship, team work, learning, growth, doing your best and helping each
other out. Each student has been working on their own painting within the mural that
represents these topics in their own way. The mural is looking beautiful. Well done to all
our Year 6 students.
By Shelley Krycer - 6S Class Teacher

Community Information
BABYSITTING
Hi, I’m Tara McKenzie, Chloe’s (6T) older sister.
I have just finished Year 10 at OLSH College, Bentleigh. I love children and have been an
Assistant Dance Teacher at Dance Desires, Carnegie teaching 3-8 year olds
for the last four years.
If you are looking for a fun, reliable and responsible babysitter,
please give me a call on 0466 080 934.

Parenting Article

Advertising
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their
advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to
investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating. Maria Shearn - Principal

