
Principal’s Report   1 – 2 

This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

 

 

 

* 2022 Student Leaders @ School 

Council Meeting 

* Class Planning 2023  

* Student Leadership  

* Sunsmart & Thunderstorm Asthma 

* Remembrance Day 11th November   

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Prep Transition Session 1 - Wed 16th Nov 

9:30am-11am 

Prep Transition Session 2 - Wed 23rd Nov 

9:30am-11am 

Prep Swimming Program 21st - 25th Nov 

School Dental Visit - from Mon 21st Nov 

Student Led Conferences Mon 28th &      

Tues 29th Nov 

Carols  - Wed 7th Dec 4pm-5pm 

Y6 EOY Excursion Mon 12th Dec 

Y7 2023 Orientation Day Tues 13th Dec 

Grade 6 Graduation 6pm Wed 14th Dec 

Awards Assembly Fri 16th Dec 9am 

Final Assembly Fri 16th Dec 2:30pm 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

I hope that this communication finds you well and able to make the most of 

the balmier, sunnier weather we’ve experienced over the last few days,   

after the deluge of rain we had experienced previous to that. It has been 

quite a challenge keeping up with the massive growth in our beautiful      

natural environment outside. With effectively 5 weeks left of school of the 

school year we have much still to complete in terms of our planning for 

2023. The Christmas decorations all over the place are a not so subtle       

reminder that Christmas is just around the corner. 

 

2022 Student Leaders at School Council Meeting  

Our student leaders will be attending our next school council meeting next 

Monday night to report what they have achieved throughout the year to 

our school councillors. This is always a very proud moment for our leaders 

who get the opportunity to speak of their achievements but also to ask 

questions of the adults in the room as to their roles as both parent and DET 

representative of the School Council. 

 

Class Planning - 2023 

As mentioned in my communication to you last week, much work has been 

going on behind the scenes in order to prepare our classes and programs 

for 2023, and whilst we are part of the way there, we are still not yet in a  

position to announce all classes and their teachers as we are still in the    

process of interviewing. I hope to include that all important information in 

our next newsletter. 

 

Student Leadership 

Next Monday will see the beginning of the process for the selection of our 

student leaders for 2023. We will be meeting with the Year 5 students to    

outline how the process will work and how they can best prepare            

themselves. They will also be given an opportunity to ask as many questions 

as they have. 
      Continued next page………….. 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the 
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures and to Elders both past and present. 

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   

Reporting Student  

Absences 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to let the school know 

about any student absences by logging 

into COMPASS and entering an           

BREAKFAST CLUB  

8:15am-8:45am 

Children must arrive before 8:30am 

in order to be served                 

breakfast in time. 

There are some Grab ‘n Go items and fruit 

if students arrive after 8:30am 

Please email Christine if your child has any         

food allergies 

christine.kennedy@education.vic.gov.au 

Thank you 



Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn  

Our student leaders for 2023 will be announced at our special ‘Awards’ assembly, this year on Friday 16th 

December. This assembly will begin at 9.00 am in the PAC. All welcome to attend. 

As this Friday is the last one for our students for the year, we will be ‘bookending’ our day with our final   

assembly where we say goodbye to our Year 6 students who will be leaving us for their first steps at        

secondary college as well as any other students moving to new schools. This assembly will begin at 

2.30pm. 

 

Prepare to be Sunsmart and for Thunderstorm Asthma Season 

There are important steps that can be taken to ensure students are sun smart and safe at school. UV      

radiation is at its highest from mid-August to April and peaks during school hours. Schools are required to 

have measures in place to manage extreme heat and provide sun and UV protection. Extreme heat or a 

heatwave is a period of unusual and uncomfortable hot weather that can negatively affect health.  

Asthma and hay fever symptoms increase every year between October and December. There is also the 

chance of an epidemic thunderstorm asthma event during grass pollen season. Increased risk of          

thunderstorm asthma can occur in people with:  

· Asthma  

· A past history of asthma 

· Undiagnosed asthma  

· Hay fever, who may not have asthma  

· Poor control and self-management of asthma  

 

To be sun smart and safe there are three important steps to take. These are:  

1. Extreme heat and sun protection (hats, sunscreen, clothing, drink water, be outdoor in the coolest part 

of the day).  

2. Thunderstorm asthma preparation (asthma medication easily accessible, avoid outside between       

October and December especially if windy; have asthma action plans and allergy plans up to date. 

3. Thunderstorm asthma event alerts (subscribe to the Prepare and Get Ready – Victoria Emergency to 

receive warnings; emergency response procedures and following individual asthma action plans as   

needed.) 
   

Remembrance Day- Friday 11th November  

Our school will participate in commemorating this important 

day on Friday 11th November at 11.00am. As our student 

leaders will be accompanying Sue Jackson to the full service 

at the Bentleigh RSL, we will be observing a minute of silence 

back at school in respect for those who have served our 

country in the past and current wars. We will provide a brief 

service over the public address system so that students gain a 

better understanding of Australia’s part in the historical      

Armistice Day and why a red poppy is usually worn. We will 

briefly outline the significance of this day and how fighting in 

World War 1 stopped on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 

11th month in 1918.  

Many Australians stop what they are doing at exactly 11.00am in their local times on November 11th each 

year to dedicate a minute of silence for those who died in war, especially soldiers from as far back as 

World War I. Those who join in this act of remembrance include teachers, students, politicians, and workers 

of public and private sector enterprises. This ceremony marks the hundred and fourth anniversary of the    

armistice, (which meant “the putting down of weapons”), in commemoration of the end of hostilities of 

the Great War (World War 1).  

On the first anniversary of the armistice, in 1919, one minute's silence was instituted as part of the main 

commemorative ceremony. After the end of World War II in 1945, the Australian and British governments 

changed the name from Armistice Day to Remembrance Day as an appropriate title for a day which 

would commemorate all war- dead. Remembrance Day in Australia is dedicated to Australians who died 

as a result of war, particularly from World War I onwards. A minute of silence is          

dedicated to the deceased, especially for soldiers who died fighting to protect the 

nation.  

                                        ** Thought ** 
 

 

Until next time - Maria Shearn Principal   



Parent Information 

Literacy @ East Bentleigh PS 
 



Maths at EBPS 

 

From the Maths team at East Bentleigh – Sinead, Aaron, Emma, Andrea and Tanja 

Parent Information 



Wellbeing at EBPS 

Wellbeing in 2EL 
 

In 2EL we have been looking at the core values of RESPECT, EMPATHY and now CONFIDENCE. Circle time 

has given us many opportunities to discuss and show examples of these important values. 

We have also been looking at HELPFULNESS in wellbeing. We have had lots of fun acting out situations 

where we might need help or can give help. From this we have been able to list these skills and put them 

into daily use. 

We realised that EMPATHY is very important if we are the person who is offering the help. Sometimes a kind 

word, a joke or just sitting and listening to a person might be all the help they need! 

We then looked at different types of situations where the problem might be too big for us to help with on 

our own. We made a list of all the people we can seek help from at school, at home and in the            

community. The list was very long so it was good to realise there are many people who can help us. 

 Being CONFIDENT enough to ask for help and to use the right language when asking for help, was          

another important part of our “Help seeking” role play activities. 

Class 2EL have created their own “helping hands” These hands show 5 people that we can ask help from 

and 5 people we can give help too. There were so many ideas to share. 

As you can see from the photos, 2EL are excellent at helping their teachers and HELPING each other! 

Leanne, Emma and 2EL   
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MUSIC NEWS 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

As we wind down to the end of the year we have some exciting music events 

happening. 

 

On Wednesday we started our new graduation medley of songs chosen by our 

class 6 students. There was much excitement as some students continued to sing 

and practice the music after school. 

 

Starting this Friday, the whole school will begin rehearsals for the Carols which will 

be on the 7th December from 4 till 5pm. 

Each year level will present a carol with some students showcasing their String, 

Recorder, Guitar and Keyboard skills. We would love all families to attend and 

sing along on the night. 

 
SOIREE 

We are looking to hold a final soiree at lunchtime 1:10pm on 23rd of November. 

This is open to all instruments all year levels. If we get a lot of interest we will hold 

another soiree on Thursday 24th so that all interested students get the opportunity 

to perform. 

 
EXTENSION ORCHESTRA 

We would love to encourage all interested students to attend our two open      

sessions on the 23rd and 30th of November.  

New and interested members can come and experience what it’s like to play in 

the ensemble alongside current members. 
 

Felicite Heine -Instrumental Music Coordinator 

felicitecheine@gmail.com 
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GARDEN NEWS 
Crop rotation or companion planting? 

We've been exploring different farming methods and their histories this term in 

garden classes. Our European garden has been changed to be a fine example 

of Crop Rotation gardening, where garden beds are planted depending on the 

plant family, and changed each season according to the following rotation: 

fruits (tomatoes, cucumber etc)  > roots (carrots, beetroot etc) > 

leaves (silverbert, lettuce etc) > shoots (peas and beans) > fallow (resting the 

soil). This allows the soil to have enough minerals and nutrients in for each crop 

and repairs the soil for the hungrier plants (fruits) after 5 years. It’s easy to sow,  

harvest and find your crops however it’s easy for cabbage moths to find your 

cabbages too! 

Our Kitchen garden is an example of permaculture method where trees, seasonal vegetables and flowers 

are all intermingled to attract pollinators, make it harder for pests to attack, and to not strip the soil of too 

much of any one nutrient. You do have to know what plants like to grow together too- onions and carrots 

are great, tomatoes and basil too - they are companion plants. Nothing likes to grow with fennel however, 

and citrus don't like things planted under them either. Lots of learning and remembering and trial and er-

ror is required. There are pros and cons to each method of gardening and different ways we need to sow, 

harvest and even move around the garden for each. Some people like an permaculture garden full of 

variety and a little bit of chaos for interest and challenge, others like an organised system like the crop ro-

tation method. Which way do you work best? 

  

Harvesting and discoveries 

We've been harvesting so much straight from our kitchen garden for cooking with 

Nicki including leeks, herbs, lettuce and snow peas. Teacher Andrea from 3/4S asked 

whether machines or people harvested snow peas? What do you think? PEA...PULL 

do!! :) Here are our expert pea pullers with their juicy crop below! 

 

 

Our special Mulberry tree is showering us with juicy black berries which we will add 

to the rhubarb and apple crumble next fortnight in kitchen. The students have been 

catching the falling berries in a sheet, and using gravity and knowledge of the 

slopes of the land to pour them into a small container. What team work ! 

 

 

 

 

Siena from 5A found the loooongest earthworm when weeding this week! 

Our soil is so good for our forest thanks to all our mulching and these amazing 

creatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pascale Jacq - Garden Specialist 

Parent Information 



Parent Information 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Presentation 

On the 28 October Michele Phelps spoke at assembly about the work she does rehabilitating native      

Australian animals. She runs the South Oakleigh Wildlife Shelter. One of the biggest and busiest shelters   

operating within the Melbourne Metropolitan area. My class were very inspired by her visit and thought of 

different ways we could all take more care with wildlife. If you wish to find out more about SOWS, please 

click on the following link. www.sows.org.au    

        By Donna Leibowitz - Classroom Teacher 2D 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sows.org.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAnn.Tsiaves%40education.vic.gov.au%7C16a5fc45138944e226f008dac14bbc21%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638034828283752128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
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Parenting Article 



Parenting Article 

Remembrance Day  Appeal 

 

We are selling a range of poppies for the     

Bentleigh RSL to support their Remembrance 

Day Appeal – 11.00am on 11th November.     

The prices range from $2.00 - $5.00. Our 

school captains will be selling these at recess—

last day Friday 11th November. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com.au%2Fimgres%3Fimgurl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.gruntsview.org%2Fpoppy.jpg%26imgrefurl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.gruntsview.org%2Fanzac.html%26usg%3D__qun96J3s31bDeGVuvqkLyD66tfI%3D%26h%3D601%26


Community Information 

Here is the link for parents to register for the     
webinar: 

www.bit.ly/23nov2022 

*we ask that this link is only shared directly with our 
school community and not posted on public forums 
like Facebook* 

Once parents register (with an email address and 
name), they will be emailed a link to the webinar.  

They will also receive a reminder email on the day of 
the webinar as well as 15min before start time.  

The following day, they will receive a link to access 
the replay. Therefore we recommend even if parents 
are  

unable to attend the live webinar, they register to 
ensure they can access the replay. 

Advertising 
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our       newsletter 

by paying for their advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct 

or service and encourages parents to investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are 

contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailtrack.io%2Ftrace%2Flink%2Ffb5a0d1779c2247aefaf76d089e497d6ba58e5bc%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.bit.ly%252F23nov2022%26userId%3D6242814%26signature%3De51b4dbbca667732%26i%3Dbe5f8f37-eec0-

