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This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

 

* Student Reports 

* French Play 

* Class 4T - Fearless 

* Final Week 

* Easing of Restrictions/Changes 

* Lost Property 

* Road Safety 

* Mindfulness Calendar 

Diary Dates 

 

Year 6 Graduation 

Thursday 17th December 

5:30pm 

 

 

 

 

Last Day of School 

Friday 18th December 

Students finish 1:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** First Day of School *** 

Thursday  

28th January 2021 

Students start at 8:50am 

 

Principal’s Report -  Maria Shearn 

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 

10th December 2020          Term 4 / Week 10, Issue 5 

Bignell Road 
East Bentleigh 3165 

Phone: 9570 3525 Fax: 9579 0205 
Email: east.bentleigh.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone,  

 

This is a very important edition of our newsletter because it is the last full one 

for 2020 - (the most challenging year for our communities in recent 

memory). Next week’s communication will be a special bulletin.  

This means this is the last newsletter for our year six students. In some cases it 

is the last one for families who have been associated with the school for 

many years. To our year six parents we would like to say thank you for      

sharing your time, energy and most importantly, the development of your 

child with us. It has been a pleasure for us and we’d like to extend to you 

and your young person (now graduating to Secondary School), every good 

wish for the future. We know that the pandemic induced lockdowns have 

unlocked many important positive attributes in our children which will stand 

them in good stead for their futures.  

 

Despite the pandemic our community has once again worked hard to 

maintain the profile of our school and raise funds through the successful    

operation of the Bentleigh Farmers’ Market on the 4th Saturday of every 

month. Thank you to the fabulous regular team of volunteers that assist    

every month, all coordinated by the indefatigable Heidi Nankervis.  

Our gardener Pascale has worked tirelessly to maintain and beautify our 

grounds with new garden areas springing up to enhance the physical       

environment of our school. Thank you also to our volunteer parents who 

have looked after our menagerie of chickens and ducks throughout the 

lockdowns and beyond. You are all remarkable. 

 

My thanks and appreciation to our School Council members, Andrew    

Goldfinch, Ofer Fridberg, Lisa Vance, Helen Woodruff, Vennesser Fernandes, 

Alison Hackett, Dagmar McNamara and Sue Jackson. Despite not being 

able to meet in person for much of the year,  it has been a real pleasure 

working with like-minded people all focussed on making our school the best 

it can possibly be. I am grateful for their ongoing support and trust. 
 

Continued next page…………. 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country       
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and 
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
and to Elders both past and present. 

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   

Reporting Student    

Absences 

Please remember to let the 

school know by 9am if your 

child will be absent. 

Please call or email the school 

office on  Ph: 9570 3525 Email: 
east.bentleigh.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

You must also provide a       

reason for the absence so that 

we can accurately record it.  

**A signed note by you is also 

required - to be handed to the 

class teacher for each          

absence. Thank you 
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I would also like to say thank you once again to all our school community members for the support they 

have shown our staff during this trying year. 

Thank you also to the parents and families who have taken the time to send words of thanks to the staff, 

we really do appreciate it.  

To our teachers and ES staff I say thank you for all you have done to support your classes and their       

families this year. When the world was in chaos, people were dying and schools were closing, information 

was scarce and plans needed to be re-worked a number of times, the challenges to education were 

seemingly insurmountable.  

Since March, teachers have taken on challenges that no one in our lifetime has seen before. Few people 

had even used Zoom or Microsoft teams.  

No one thought social distancing would be part of a classroom daily routine or that masks would be worn 

in a classroom. 

Or that, somehow, teachers had to change parts of their curriculum to online – and still ensure they show 

students they are valued and supported.   

Every teacher at our school did what they always do: they put their students first. And somehow,            

unbelievably, they found a way. For teachers, students have always come first. Even before themselves. 

At times it has come at a cost to teachers and anyone in a school who cares about students. I guess 

‘exhausted’ is the ‘new normal’. 

I hope the great innovations discovered under such pressure will stay with us for a long time. 

Yet, more than that, I hope our teachers and ES staff know they have been the leaders of this change as 

they have continually pivoted out of their comfort zones. 

Having come through this most challenging year, I think that we can all certainly look towards the future 

with great optimism as we all adapt to our new COVID normal lives.  

 

Students Reports  

Your child’s Semester 2 assessment report will be coming home tomorrow. Please ensure you read 

through this report carefully and discuss (as appropriate) what it says with your child/ren.  

In particular, focus on the ‘areas for improvement and future learning’ and the achievement sections.  

It has been really interesting again this year reading through each class’ assessments, particularly the   

children’s own comments. They really give me a strong indication of what has been most enjoyable for 

them and what they know of themselves as learners. Many of the comments in regards to the lockdown 

periods were very interesting to read and show how important strong human relationships are. 

I would like to thank all our teachers once again for the many hours of painstaking work they put into    

developing these reports for parents.  

I know that we all heave a sigh of satisfied relief when they are complete. They are a big job!                 

Any feedback received will help us to further improve our practice. 

 

French Plays 

I’d like to congratulate Madame Carmen and our senior students who have worked hard in trying         

circumstances to complete the film/audio book of the 5/6 play, Persée et Méduse. There are subtitles in 

both French and English in this film. The film has been put together with images, voice recordings and film 

segments created by students from across all the 5/6 classes at EBPS. Students can be proud of their     

sustained efforts in learning the French vocabulary for the play over the course of the Remote Learning 

time and onsite during Term 4.  

This link will be available for two weeks and is only accessible to the families of 5/6 students. We hope you 

enjoy it and congratulations to all the students for their sustained hard work learning the French              

vocabulary for this play in class and during remote learning time.  

 

Class 4T- Fearless 

I was invited to 4T today to be told of the wonderful result of some of the work they have been doing in 

class. Please look out later in the newsletter for their report. 

 

Final Week 

Next week being the final one of this term will look a little different to other years, however we will still be 

holding 2 very important events. 

On Monday afternoon we will have a short special assembly to announce our student leaders for 2021. I 

say announce because due to the restrictions around having parents onsite we will be holding a special 

assembly early in Term 1 next year to present the badges to the leaders when parents can be present. 
Continued next page…………. 
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On Thursday evening we will be hosting a special dinner for our Year 6 students where staff will act as wait-

ers for our students. 

This dinner will be followed by a graduation ceremony where a limited number of parents (seated outside) 

will be present. 

On Friday (final day of the year), we will finish with our annual farewell to our Year 6’s, which again will look 

a little different. All students will be dismissed at 1.30 on this day. 

 

Easing of Restrictions and Changes to practices 

The staff and I, would like to say a HUGE thank you to our parent community for the wonderful way you 

have supported the school and students in adjusting to our new routines throughout this term. It has been 

extremely gratifying to see parents moving on quickly at both drop off and pick up times and respecting 

the need for physical distancing.  

The smiles on children’s faces have been priceless as they arrive at school and are able to have a play 

before going into class in the morning! 

We really are blessed to have such a positive and strong community. 

 

Lost Property 

Once again we have a HUGE pile of lost property. Next Tuesday and Wednesday all lost property will be 

available for pick up at the front of the school. Please come and have a look as any unclaimed items will 

be donated to charity at year end. 

 

Road Safety - PLEASE NOTE - U turns are NOT PERMIT-

TED in front of the school during pick up and drop off 

times.   

 

 

Mindfulness Calendar 
Mindfulmazing.com have created 

a Mindfulness Calendar  - a great 

challenge you or the whole     

family may like to take up. 

For the next 28 days incorporate 

one act of mindfulness each day 

into your life and watch your life 

CHANGE in beautiful ways.          

Parents - it can be helpful to        

encourage participation in this 

challenge by offering a fun        

privilege or reward at the end of 

the month or even at the end of 

each week. 

    

       *** Thought ***  
 

 

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - 

Principal    
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Prep D 

Mini Me: 

All the children in Prep Donna  became miniature and went on a wonderful     

adventure. We travelled on ladybirds and butterflies and everything looked 

enormous. We even climbed on a colourful rainbow. Have you ever climbed on 

a rainbow? Then we had a lot of fun in the ocean, travelling on fish and turtles, 

discovering wonderful things under the water. 
  

Advent wreaths: 

The children in Prep Donna created beautiful advent wreaths from beeswax to 

remind them of the four lights of Advent. They also created beautiful menorahs 

from beeswax to honour the Jewish festival of Chanukah that starts this evening. 

The ‘Miracle of Light’, as the oil burnt for eight days, even though there was only 

enough oil to last for one day. 
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Kanga Cricket Report  
 

We would like to congratulate the East Bentleigh Kanga Cricket teams on a great cricket season.  

After such a long time without sport, we were given the all clear to finish the Summer Sport competition.  

The Blue team had 2 games left in their season and had already made it into the grand final. In their first 
game, we played Hughesdale and obliterated them 299 to 108. In their final game before the grand final, 
we played a strong McKinnon side. It was a tough game but in the end we managed to win 213 to 97. 
The Grand Final against Bentleigh West was very intense and everyone played their heart out till the 
end, but East Bentleigh were able to snatch their 3rd premiership and to win 233 to 167.The bowler of 
the match goes to Jake and Freya for their amazing lines and lengths, the batter of the match goes to 
Charlie for his destructive power hitting and the MVP goes to Misha for his contribution to the team as 
skipper alongside Sam.  

The Blue team went undefeated for the whole season, which is a great achievement. Well done also to 
the White team who had a great season finishing in 3rd position.  

 

Thanks also to John and Amanda for coaching us this year.  

 

By: Charlie.G & Mischa-El 56G 
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Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
PM, IM and 2SM had a lovely time this morning as they celebrated the end of the year with a 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic. Much fun was had by all. 
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GARDEN NEWS 
 

Thank you all for a fabulous year gardening.  We achieved and learnt so much despite remote learning 

and restricted access. I am so grateful to our volunteers helping with lessons and caring for our chooks 

and ducks throughout the year.  

 

 

Highlights include our success in winning the Junior 

Landcare Grant Biodiversity Grant - we have            

completed about 90% of what we set out to do. We 

planted over 1000 indigenous plants creating 3 distinct 

ecosystems that were found on Boonwurrung country: 

Grassy Woodland, Banksia Woodland and Woody 

Heathland. These plants have thrived with our la Niña 

weather system and some have flowered and we are 

even collecting our first seeds for propagation! 

 

 

 

Habitat boxes are being built and we will monitor these and the 

growing biodiversity at school next year for citizen science. 

  

This year was the first time chicks hatched the natural way and 

our 6 chicks are almost pullet size: 

 

Our new oval is a sea of tough green grass and will 

be a hive if activity next year when it is established. 

The brick edging of the kitchen garden vegetable 

beds have been repaired and we have filled them 

with compost and summer crops in the anticipation 

of immediate harvest in term 1 next year.  

 

Lots to look forward to for our senior year students. 

Wishing all the year 6s a wonderful transition to high 

school life thank you for helping plant a forest for 

future generations!  

Happy holidays!! Pascale 
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Fearless - by Gattaldo 

A week or two ago Class 4T read Fearless by Gattaldo. It is about a woman named Daphne. She was a 

journalist in Malta. Her job was to find out what the Maltese government, or just MG, was doing. A few 

years before she became a journalist, she was arrested in a peaceful protest and put in a small dark jail 

cell for two nights. When she got out, she decided to be a journalist. Why? 

She was surprised how corrupt MG was, she knew they were corrupt but not that bad!. She started work-

ing as hard as she could, writing page after page and asking lots of people in power the questions that 

others were afraid to ask. The MG started to see her as a threat to their plans so they tried to slow her 

down in her writing and scared her off. They started hassling her in public, calling her a witch. They even 

went to far as to burn her front door. 

But the more she defied the MG, the stronger she felt. She was FEARLESS. She learnt to never ever give up. 

By Bas D. & Pearl Z. 

We told the author Gattaldo that we read his book and he sent us a letter, stickers and some cards, which 

came this week - as seen in the photo below. Tanja Boxelaar - Class Teacher. 

[engage] 1 on 1 Psychology for Young People 

East Bentleigh Primary School has acquired the counselling services of Registered Psychologist 

Kathy Astrinakis, from Engage 1on1 Psychology.   

Kathy is a private Psychologist who will be providing a bulk billed counselling service to the       

students at East Bentleigh PS who have a  referral letter and a Mental Health Care Plan (item No. 

2715 or 2717) from a referring GP.  

The Mental Health Care Plan will entitle students to 6-8 bulk billed counselling sessions each      

calendar year. The counselling service will take place at East   Bentleigh Primary School allowing 

ease of access to the service. 

Please contact Sue Jackson (or the school office), once a referral letter and Mental Health Care 

Plan have been obtained from your GP. We will then liaise with Kathy to set up an appointment 

time for you to meet.  



Parenting Article 



Parenting Article 

Advertising  

Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 


