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SCHOOL VISION:
East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting, child-focused
environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are
DID YOU KNOW You can pay for all excursions &
in school activities online using
BPAY and your family
reference number?
This family reference number can
be found on the bottom of your
Statement of Account.
Then all you have to do is sign the
permission form, mark it “paid
online” and give it to the class
teacher.
It’s that easy ! Give it a go…..

Diary Dates
Fri 6th Sept - WALKATHON 9:00- 10:30am

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the
challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident
individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live.

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.
Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn
Hello everyone,
As we transition out of the end of a very cold winter into spring, it is lovely to notice
our trees starting to burst into blossom, giving us that lovely anticipatory smell of
spring in the air and the promise of some milder weather on the way.
Work on the new building continues at pace with the footprint of the building
becoming clearer with every passing day; so much so that we could see where the
toilet block would be thanks to the placement of the numerous pipes.
Some progress photos…

Mon 9th Sept - 2A&2B Ceres
Environmental Park Excursion
Mon 2nd Sept - St. John First Aid Preps-3
Mon 9th Sept - SCHOOL COUNCIL MTG.
Tues 10th Sept - Moving Up : Year 6’s
Tues 10th Sept - Glover St. Kinder visits
EBPS 10-11am
Mon 16th Sept - 5/6K Immigration
Museum Excursion
Tues 17th Sept - Moving Up : Year 6’s
Wed 18th Sept
3D Dance 2:15pm in Hall
3M Dance 4:30pm in Hall
5C Dance 6:00pm in Hall
Thurs 19th Sept
1S Dance 5:00pm in Hall
1L Dance 5:30pm in Hall
5A Dance 6:00pm in Hall

Fri 20th Sept - FOOTY DAY
Also the - Last Day Term 3
2:30pm early finish
Monday 7th October
FIRST DAY TERM 4
Starting 8:50am sharp
***Monday 4th Nov***
Student Free Day (no school)
Report Writing Day
***Tuesday 5th Nov***
MELB. CUP DAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Reckless Driving
I once again have to remind parents of the need for safe practices at drop off and
pick up times. As those of you who do drop off and pick up will know, I am out on
Bignell Road most days to observe goings on. Just last week amidst a heavy shower
of rain, the selfish and reckless behaviour from a few was on display for all to see.
Please see below the text of an email we received this week from a concerned
resident. This resident also supplied clear photos including registration numbers in his
email which I am choosing not to publish.
I have noticed etiquette and safety during school pickup times has declined recently, and I
was mortified to see two vehicles today acting extremely dangerously.
A Black Jeep stopped abruptly across a lane of traffic multiple times at the drop-off zone, then
parked and engaged his hazard lights in the middle of the road.
A Black Mercedes also pulled over during heavy traffic and forced others around her, while
blocking in cars waiting in the 15-minute zone, and not allowing vision of the sidewalk for
anyone turning into the carpark. This led to other drivers having no vision of children crossing
before their car was already passing the crosswalk.
Both drivers left their vehicles in this position for almost 10 minutes.
On seeing numerous near-misses involving children and other cars, I find it abhorrent that
parents would act this senselessly around children (and even on the road).
Road safety is something I take very seriously, and would like to take action now, rather than
later when someone is seriously injured, or worse.
Thank you for any advice you might be able to provide on the matter. (photos are attached for reference).
East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
and to Elders both past and present.
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NAPLAN
Our participating Year 3 and 5 students will today be bringing home the results of the NAPLAN assessments held in
May this year. We ask that you please ensure that these results are kept in a safe place as we cannot keep copies only aggregated school data, which this year has been pleasing in many areas. We were disappointed with our
writing results in both year levels given all the concentrated work we have done in this area, however it is evident that
this was a state-wide issue. Also remember that these results are from testing that occurred in May of 2019 and that
growth will have occurred since then.
Should you have any questions regarding any part of your child’s NAPLAN results please do not hesitate to speak to
your child's teacher in the first instance or to Sue Jackson or myself for further clarification.
The following quote is from Barrowford Primary School in Lancashire, UK (which was sent home to students with their
test results), resonates strongly with us at EBPS:“ … We are very proud of you as you demonstrated huge amounts of commitment and tried your very best.
However, we are concerned that these tests do not always assess all of what it is that make each of you special and
unique.
The people who create tests and score them do not know each of you...the way teachers do...and the way your
families do.
* They do not know that many of you speak two languages.
* They do not know that you can play a musical instrument or that you can dance or create.
* They do not know that your friends count on you to be there for them or that your laughter can brighten the dreariest
day.
* They do not know that you write poetry or songs, play or participate in sports, wonder about the future, or that
sometimes you have to take care of your little brother or sister after school.
* They do not know that you have travelled...or that you know how to tell a great story or that you love spending time
with special family members and friends.
* They do not know that you can be trustworthy, kind or thoughtful, and that you try, every day, to be your very
best...the scores you get will tell you something, but they will not tell you everything.
So enjoy your results and be very proud of these but remember there are many ways of being smart.”
For more information about NAPLAN please visit: http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support.html
Congratulations
I’d like to publicly acknowledge the great work Mrs A does with our mainstream classes in the art room. Our senior
students’ latest creations are stunning. Thank you Janette for the inspiring program you offer our students and the
regular displays of student work which brighten our main building corridor.

Social Media and Families
The issue of safe use of digital technologies has reared its head in recent weeks at our school. With this in mind I
encourage all parents to communicate with your kids about social media safety. Have conversations about how to
avoid strangers, how to prevent revealing too much about themselves, and general internet safety. Teach them
about some of the social media safety tips in this article to help them learn about what could be red flags.
And encourage them to come to you for guidance when questionable content or situations arise.
Social media safety tips for kids and parents
Educate yourself about social media. Start by finding out what kind of apps and sites your child is interested in. Read
app reviews, age limits, and fine print.
Get a head start. If you don’t have an account on the social media site your child wants to use, get one. Teach
yourself the ins and outs of the site. Make sure you know exactly what they can and cannot do, and decide what
they should and shouldn’t do.
Teach your kid about posting on sites. Deleting a post does not mean it’s permanently gone. All their online posts,
comments, likes, and shares are a part of their digital footprint. Posting inappropriate content could impact their
online reputation. It may not seem like a big deal now, but it could potentially hurt them when they get older and
enter University or the job market.
Let your kids know the importance of privacy. Many social media sites request names, dates of birth, school names,
and suburb. Teach your children how much personal information is too much information online. And remember that
these types of personally identifying information, if exposed in a data breach, could make them vulnerable to identity
theft.
Continued next page ……………..
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Monitoring your kids’ social media accounts. You keep an eye on your child in the real world. It’s smart to be aware of
their digital life, too. Here are a few tips for monitoring your child’s social media accounts.
Most apps have an age requirement. Enforce it.
Check the privacy setting on apps regularly. Companies often update their privacy policies. Make sure you read the
fine print.
Consider using a trusted security suite with parental controls on your child’s device. Enable all safety features that
prevent children from accidently being exposed to inappropriate content online.
Make sure you change the settings on their devices to ask your permission before installing an app.
Learn their language. Kids have a language of their own when it comes to communicating online. Make sure you
know what they’re talking about.
Helpful information about social networking sites frequented by teens.
Here are some popular social media sites and the facts you should know about them.
1. Instagram
Minimum age: 13 years
Users can snap, edit, and share photos and short videos. Privacy settings allow content to be private or public. The
platform allows sharing and commenting. As long as the account is private, no one can view or comment on a post.
Risks include sharing inappropriate content among friends and sharing location publicly by using the location tags.
2. WhatsApp
Minimum age: 16 years
A widely popular messaging app, WhatsApp allows users to send text messages, audio messages, videos, and photos
to one or many people with no message limits or fees. It limits access to only those people in your contact list. But
people in a group chat who aren’t on your contact list can communicate with you.
3. Snapchat
Minimum age: 13 years
A popular photo-sharing app, Snapchat lets users share pictures and videos for a preset length of time. Content will
self-destruct when that time runs out. But keep in mind, people can still take screenshots and save the content. It gives
a false sense of permanent deletion. The Discover feature may allow kids to have access to inappropriate content.
4. Twitter
Minimum age: 13 years
A microblogging site that has the option to keep ‘tweets’ private or public. It can help teens keep up with their friends
and favourite celebrities. Even though Twitter has the option to delete a tweet, the posted content could have been
copied or stored.
5. Facebook
Minimum age: 13 years
This widely used social media app lets users share pictures, videos, and comments. It also has an instant messaging
feature. Facebook helps teens catch up with friends, family and events.
Social media safety first
Here are some online safety tips to help your child minimise their exposure on social media.
Know your network. Advise your child never to approve friend requests or add people that they don’t know in real life.
Be sure they know never to meet anyone in person that they have only met online.
Beware of imposters. Catfishing is a form of cyberstalking where the user sets up a fake profile and poses as someone
else — often as another child — to try to engage contact with your child. Educate yourself about catfishing and
cyberstalking, and then teach your child the red flags to look out for. Some of these include a limited number of
photographs that look staged, asking for intimate photos or money, moving away from social media sites that are
capable of catching catfishing..
Avoid questionnaires. “Free” giveaways, competitions, or online quizzes, can be tempting. They can also be phishing
scams that will try to trick your children into giving away personal information or to allow hackers to try to inject
malware onto their computers. Educate yourself about phishing scams. If your child really wants to enter a
competition, review it first and make sure it’s legitimate.
Guard your location. Here’s a popular practice: personalising social media status updates with a live location taken
from a mobile device’s GPS. Kids may have fun tagging posts or photos with a location, but parents may not want
their child’s precise whereabouts broadcast to the world. Here’s what you can do. Go into the settings menu on your
child’s device and disable location services. This can be done just for specific apps while still allowing maps and other
useful tools to access location data.
Watch out for apps within sites. Your kid may want to use games and other third-party apps within social networking
sites. But such apps can share or post information by default without you knowing about it. Good ones will state clearly
that they’ll never post on your behalf. For lesser-known apps, consider whether you want your child to allow the apps
to access social media accounts at all.
Set ground rules for your kids on social media. It’s no secret that teens and preteens are very active on social media,
which can make it a challenge for parents to keep an eye on their social media activity. Setting up a few rules may
help relieve some of the stress that comes with parenting and social media.
Here are a few tips for parents on kids’ internet safety
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Keep the computer in a common area of your home — like your living room or kitchen. Have designated areas to use
tablets and cell phones. This can help you monitor what sites your child is visiting. Plus, they may be less tempted to
visit sites or perform activities they’re not allowed to if you’re nearby.
Only allow your child to access the internet for a limited, set time each day. Homework might be an exception. Social
media sites can be a time waster, and you don’t want your child spending all of their free time online.
If your child wants to join a social media site, ensure that you have access to their account credentials. This can help
you check for undesirable activities, such as adding suspicious friends, receiving questionable messages, or posting
inappropriate content.
If your child is an older teen, they may think giving you full access to their account is too invasive. Consider a
compromise. Require them to add you as a friend so you can monitor their activities via your own account.
Stick with age-appropriate sites. Most social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have an age
minimum of 13 years. Some of these sites have additional security settings for minors, as well. Facebook, for example,
automatically imposes stricter privacy settings for kids than for adults, so be sure your child is using the correct birth
year upon signup. Twitter gives a user the option for an account to be private. In that case, the user approves all
follow requests. And don’t forget, always review the privacy settings on your child’s profile.
Enrolments for 2020
Prep 2020 enrolments are now being taken and we currently have 3 prep classes going forward. We have also begun
planning for all our classes for next year - so please let us know if your family will be moving and not at EBPS next year.
Congratulations Sola
Our very talented ballet dancer Sola in 3M is currently performing in the Australian Ballet’s production of “SYLVIA” at
the State Theatre - Arts Centre Melbourne. Sola is playing the part of one of Sylvia’s grand daughters. She has been
loving interacting with all the older dancers and being part of such a professional production. We congratulate Sola
on this wonderful achievement. If you would like to see this production it will be on until Tuesday 10th September.

*Thought*

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal

Parent Information

District Athletics 2019
On Monday 54 students from Grade 3-6 represented the school at Duncan McKinnon Reserve to compete in
the District Athletics Carnival. There were many wonderful individual performances as well as great teamwork during the relays on display throughout the day. All this hard work and effort saw our school once again
take out 6th place out of eight. We finished second on aggregate when the size of schools was taken into
account.
Credit also goes to our students who behaved exceptionally well and participated with great sportsmanship.
Special mention must go to Chloe McK. who finished 2nd in the 12yr Girls Shot Put with a throw of 7.33m.
She will go on to represent the school at Division early next term.
Other Notable Performances
Olivia S. – 1st – 12 Girls Discus B
Paige H. – 2nd – 12 Girls 100m & 2nd Girls Long Jump B
Delia G. – 3rd - 9/10 Girls Long Jump A
Lauren G. - 2nd – 9/10 Girls Long Jump B
Ameika S-A. – 3rd - 12 Girls High Jump A & 2nd 100m D
Lenny D. – 3rd – 9/10 Boys Long Jump B
Reny Z. – 3rd – 11 Girls Long Jump B
Liam B. - 2nd – 11 Boys Long Jump A
Fletcher D. - 2nd – 11 Boys Long Jump B
Mateo P. - 3rd – 12 Boys Long Jump A & 3rd Boys 100m A
Montana-Jane T. - 2nd – 12 Girls Triple Jump B
Emilia S-A. – 3rd – 11 Girls Discus B
Kevin H. – 3rd – 11 Boys Discus B
Chloe McK. – 3rd – 12 Girls Discus A
Thank you also, to the many parents who came along to encourage all of our competitors and to teachers
Julia Kantor and Tanja Boxelaar who supported our children throughout the day.
John Seeary - PE Teacher
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Advertising
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their
advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to
investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating. Maria Shearn - Principal

