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Hello everyone,

Reporting Student
Absences
Please remember to let the
school know by 9am if your
child will be absent.
Please call or email the school
office on Ph: 9570 3525 Email:
east.bentleigh.ps@education.vic.gov.au

You must also provide a
reason for the absence so that
we can accurately record it.
**A signed note by you is also
required - to be handed to the
class teacher for each
absence. Thank you

Diary Dates

Life Education Van - Mainstream &
Steiner Yr 5/6 - Thur 2nd to Tue 7th Sept
4A & 4L Play 6pm - Tues 14th Sept
5M Play 6pm - Wed 15th Sept
Footy Day - Fri 17th Sept

Last Day Term 3 - Fri 17th Sept
Early Finish - 2:30pm

I hope this newsletter finds you all as well as possible and adjusting to the
extended lockdown with all its ramifications as best you can.
Whilst these are trying times, we need only to look north to see what can
happen with this Delta variant when left unchecked. How alarming it was to
hear the huge number of 633 cases in NSW yesterday. Whilst our numbers in
Victoria are pleasingly much smaller it was also concerning to hear that the
LGA’s of Port Phillip, Glen Eira and Bayside have become areas of concern.
The following excerpt was in The Age yesterday.
“Nearly half of Victoria’s active coronavirus cases are young people,
according to the state’s health authorities. Addressing the media during the
state’s COVID-19 update on Wednesday, Victorian Health Minister Martin
Foley said the state currently has 246 active coronavirus cases. Of those, he
said 56 are under nine years old, and 55 are aged between 10 and 19.”
The extended lockdown has come with some added restrictions in school
operations. Please see below for the most recent advice from DET for those
families seeking on-site supervision. A reminder too, that a new form should
be submitted by the Friday before so that appropriate staffing
arrangements can be made.
Permits for on-site supervision
From Wednesday 18 August, parents and carers will only be able to request
on-site supervision for their child/ren in the below categories:
A) Children where both parents and/or carers are considered authorised
workers who cannot work from home, work for an authorised provider and
where no other supervision arrangements can be made:
* Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers,
working outside the home in order for their children to be eligible for on-site
provision
* For single parents/carers, the authorised worker must be working outside
the home in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision.
Continued next page………….
East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
cultures and to Elders both past and present.
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An authorised worker permit is required for parents requesting on-site supervision for their child/ren under
Category A as an authorised worker.
A copy of an authorised worker permit must be submitted to the school as soon as practicable after it is
issued for those seeking Category A on-site supervision.
In rare circumstances, a parent/carer does not need a worker permit. This includes law enforcement,
emergency services or health care workers who carry employer-issued photographic identification. More
information is available at Authorised provider and authorised worker permit.
B) Children experiencing vulnerability, including:
* in out-of-home care
* deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service, and assessed
as requiring education and care outside the family home
* identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, (including via referral from a government
agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless or youth justice service or mental health or
other health service)
* Where a parent/carer indicates that a student with a disability is vulnerable because they cannot learn
from home, and/or informs the school the student is vulnerable due to family stress, the school must provide on-site supervision for that student. This may apply to students enrolled in specialist schools and students with a disability enrolled in mainstream schools.
* An authorised worker permit is not required for accessing on-site supervision under Category B.
Children’s Book Council of Australia Book Week
Next week is Book Week and the theme from CBCA (Children's Book Council of Australia) is 'Old Worlds,
New Worlds, Other Worlds'.
Whilst we won’t be able to hold our ever-popular annual parade in person this year, we will be
celebrating online instead. On Thursday we are asking all students to jump online, (teachers will send you
an invitation), dressed as their favourite book character. We ask that you all bring your favourite book
along to the online get together so you can all share why you chose this particular book and why it is your
favourite. Miss Jackson and I will be sharing our favourites with you as well. Look out for the clips which
your class teacher will send you.
Parent Feedback
The staff and I are very mindful of the stresses and strains that the ongoing remote learning can bring to
some families. As we now have an extended remote learning time, we thought it prudent to check in with
you all to ascertain your views about the program delivery for your child’s class.
On Friday you will receive an email from your class teacher asking you to respond with your feedback
about your child’s program, which will be collated and discussed at a staff meeting (de-identified of
course) with a view to ensuring we are meeting the needs of our community.
Anyone preferring to relay feedback regarding our program delivery directly to leadership can do so by
sending it directly through to Sue Jackson - susan.jackson@education.vic.gov.au or I
maria.shearn@education.vic.gov.au I thank you all in advance.
DET Parent Opinion Survey
A reminder also that families who received an email invitation to participate in this annual survey still have
another week in which to do so.

Continued next page………….
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Year 7 Placements
It does not seem that any time has passed since we first mentioned the secondary school applications
back in early May and we are in August already. The application process is coming to an end as far as
the primary school’s involvement is concerned. Parents of Year 6 students who have applied for a
Government School place should have received their confirmation letters this week via email. If you have
not received it, please contact Sue Jackson.
From here on, the secondary schools will be sending out enrolment forms and further information. If your
circumstances have changed and you no longer need the Government secondary school place, please
notify Sue and also inform the secondary school. We will continue to support your children, in the best
way we can, to enable them to make a smooth transition to their secondary schools. Thank you to the
Year 6 parents and teachers who worked through this process in what has been a challenging time.
Health and Wellbeing-Physical Health-Let’s Get Moving

When children participate in regular physical activity, it boosts their physical and mental health and
improves academic performance. Physical activity throughout the day also improves concentration, and
the ability to retain information and solve problems. There are many benefits to being active and getting
your move on, but according to research, many children aren’t moving enough, particularly while
learning from home. “15 minutes 4 times a day is all it takes.” (Get Active Victoria) To help support your
children to stay active while learning from home, families can access a range of free COVID Safe ideas
and games to stay active through Get Active Victoria. https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/
Health and Wellbeing - Mental Health
Just as we set aside time to do physical exercise, it is important we all make time each day to check in on
mental health and wellbeing. Here is a link to support family wellbeing that you may find helpful:
Smiling Mind https://www.smilingmind.com.au/smiling-mind-app

Whilst I don’t make a habit of sharing
Facebook memes,
I kept being drawn to this one last night.

**Thought**

Until next time……..Maria Shearn - Principal
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Maths at EBPS
Remote learning from around the school
We are sharing from the Steiner preps and mainstream year 3s.

In Year 3 we have been learning about positioning and location. Describing directions to and from points
as well as learning about compass directions and coordinates.
Practising our coordinates:

Classic fun game - Battleships:

Learning about coordinates and positioning is important because…
So if you go into the desert or you get lost you
need to know coordinates you can use a map
to find your way.
Like if you are in the army. Ben 3/4S

Laura Siu - Numeracy Coordinator

We can use strategy and it helps us with our
number learning. Julian 3/4S
So if you working in the army the general can
direct people to the right place. Stan 3/4R
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Literacy @ East Bentleigh PS
Next week is ‘Book Week’ with the theme this year; ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds’. Most people
would agree that all books take us on a journey of some kind whether it be to the past, present or future.
On Thursday August 26 August all students are encouraged to bring their favourite book to their class
meeting and share why they enjoyed reading the book. Usually we would hold our Book Parade at this
time so if you have a costume of your favourite book character handy you might even like to dress up
too.
This week we would like to share some of the literacy work from Prep A and 6A.

Continued next page………………...
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Literacy @ East Bentleigh PS

6A
The students in 6A have been experimenting with writing a variety of poetry styles. Here are some wonderful example of their ballad and
ode poetry.

A BALLAD OF NATURE by Jade

THE BALLAD OF POWER by Markus

Refreshing my lungs
Smoothly rushing through my nose
Trees give it to us
With oxygen life flows

As I knelt at the foot of a statue, I realized a
virtue was written on the side, “You are held
back by no one except yourself”. As I stared
out across the hilly plateau, I thought my life
is a lie and so on and so.

Blue and white patches
It’s where the sun blooms
And night takes place
It’s how life presumes.

But the real thing that I felt was a spark of
realization that no feat is too grand, no
phenomenon is too phenomenal until you have
believed that you have done it. If you are
unsatisfied and looking for praise than if you
don't realize that virtue on the hilly plateau
you will reach a self-esteem low.

Waves go crash
Sun goes burn
Seagulls go squawk
But no-none has concern.

The power of belief and confidence is a
superpower that only oneself can unlock.
Some might say that it is the key to life.

It’s so comforting
Oh, life in the nature
Must be such a wonder
Everything’s a creature

We are always wondering about the meaning of
life and what happens next after your soul has
left your body, well. It has been in front of us
all along. How ignorant are humans, never
seizing what they have, only grasping for what
they don't, constantly in motion, no stopping no
realization.

Birds fly by
As they sing their song
Don’t worry it’s not weird
Everything does belong.

But yet we still don't believe in the superpower
of self-belief and confidence, just sadness and
self-consciousness.
But there is still a spark left in our species,
it's called Creativity and this is a superpower
that self-belief is vital even the recital of this
name in one's mind is hard without confidence.
So, take the leap and be ...
CREATIVE!

FIRE by Nami
Oh Fire,
So beautiful, so enticing.
As warm as soup in winter
As radiant as the sun in summer
Serene and pure
Perfect in every way
Oh Fire,
So deadly, so dangerous
As scorching as the sand on the warmest day of the year.
As charring as a wound inflicted with cold blood.
Destructive and lethal
Oh fire, how I adore you.

Jill Griffin & Amanda Kershaw - Literacy Coordinators
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Wellbeing @ EBPS

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator

Parent Information

GARDEN NEWS
Hello students and families! Isn't the arrival of sweet perfumed air and blossoms
and bees a happy sign of springs arrival! Our school orchard is exploding into
flower.
Our chickens are healthy and laying eggs (I even witnessed Ginger actually
pop out an egg yesterday!), the broadbeans are being pollinated by bees,
and the tomato seedlings are planted in anticipation of a great season.
Thank you to the volunteers who care for the chickens so well when I'm not at
school.

Some extra exciting news is that we have been awarded another Junior Landcare Biodiversity Grant for
2021! This time it's to engage experts in local wildlife (John Harris of Wildlife Encounters, and Gio
Fitzpatrick from Port Phillip Eco Centre) to come and teach us about the animals that live on our school
grounds including nocturnal species and those we've built our habitat boxes for (kookaburra, boobook
owl, micro bats, insects). Our environmental team students will participate in these educational
incursions and pass on their knowledge to their classmates. A big thank you to our parent volunteer
Emily Jones, who helped submit the grant application!
The forest plantings from last year's Junior Landcare "Biodiversity Corridor" Grant
plantings are flowering for the first time which is very exciting, we look forward to next
month's pollinate count to see what pollinators these plants attract:

We discovered resident "resin bees" (native wild
pollinators) living in an insect hotel we put in the
garden last year during our first lockdown. This
inspired the students to build more insect hotels for
our garden and learn more about our local
pollinators for science week.

Yesterday I had the incredible help of Millie and Indy in year two, and
Carol to plant 50 more indigenous grassy woodland plants on the hills
near the oval. Slowly our Biodiversity Corridor is expanding!

Thank you helpers!!

Make sure you take time out (even 5 minutes) to step outside and look for signs of spring. Tune in the
sweet smells, new sounds like crickets and bird song, the feeling of warmer sunshine, and the more
vibrant flower colours and new green leaves emerging. So important to connect to nature for well
being especially in this time of uncertainty and disconnection.

Pascale - Garden Specialist
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