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This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

 

* Student Led Conferences Term 4 

* Class Formations 2023 

* Parent Opinion Survey 

* Summer & Thunderstorm Asthma 

* Students leaving & intending to enrol 

* Happy Holidays 

Diary Dates 

FOOTY DAY - Friday 16th Sept 

Last Day Term 3 - Fri 16th Sept 

Early Finish                                    

@ 2:30pm 

 

First Day Term 4 Monday 3rd October        

@ 8:50am  

 

Orchestra Concert - Wed 26th Oct              

4:00pm - 5:30pm 

 

School Dental Visit - Mon 21st Nov 

 

Carols  - Wed 7th Dec 4pm-5pm 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

 

We have had another very productive term, with lots happening around the school; the 

most pleasing aspect being the welcome return of several performances in the last weeks 

of the term. Classes 3D and 3M have presented their Israeli dances; 5A their Greek    

dances; 6N their Roman play; 4L their instrumental performance and all Mainstream    

classes are due to present their Footsteps performance this afternoon. Our East            

Bentleigh’s Got Talent organised by our senior students which ran over a couple of 

lunchtimes was much enjoyed by all and unearthed some hidden talents. 

All of these events have been the culmination of many weeks of painstaking work by the 

children and their teachers. Congratulations to you all. On top of that the Year 3 students 

returned yesterday afternoon from a most successful camp, (their first) in Merricks. Whilst I 

wasn’t able to make it down personally this time, there are some wonderful photos below 

of very happy children and adults flying kites, paddling in canoes and testing their       

bravery by climbing a 20 metre tree! Thank you to Andrea, Dagmar, Melinda, Jane and 

Timm for looking after our children so well. 

 

 

Another welcome addition has been our Thursday market which has been so strongly 

supported by our parent community this term. Thank you to Anna and her 5A students 

who make the running of this event so seamless. Thanks also to our parent community for 

your strong support - in particular Ruth Finkelstein. 

Next term is the last for our Year 6 students who will be busy honing their skills for their 

graduation performance and an exciting time for our prospective preppies, (all 56 of 

them on current figures), who will be participating in our transition program in November.  

As Term 4 is traditionally the busiest in our calendar it is really important that you read the 

attached Term 4 calendar (once published)  as events are added to it. 
 

Student Led Conferences - Term 4 Student led conferences will be held early in Term 4, 

(date to be advised). These conferences provide the opportunity for all of our students 

from Prep right through to Year 6, to share what they have achieved as a result of their 

learning pathway so far this year.  
Continued next page………….. 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the 
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures and to Elders both past and present. 

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   

Reporting Student  

Absences 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to let the school know 

about any student absences by logging 

into COMPASS and entering an           

attendance note 

Thank you 

BREAKFAST CLUB  

8:15am-8:45am 

Children must arrive before 8:30am 

in order to be served                 

breakfast in time. 

There are some Grab ‘n Go items and fruit 

if students arrive after 8:30am 

Please email Christine if your child has any         

food allergies 

christine.kennedy@education.vic.gov.au 

Thank you 
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The process of learning requires thinking about the learning, while the product presents a final version of the task.  

The students will enjoy sharing with you some of their final products while discussing the process they went through to achieve 

it. In many cases, you may see work that isn’t yet complete, but reflects a snapshot of the learning process. Students will    

discuss how their learning goal was evidenced in that piece of work.  
 

Class Formations - 2023 

The process for student placement for 2023 will commence in the first few weeks of Term 4. We aim to have well-balanced 

classes of students that take into account each student’s social, emotional and academic development and friendship 

groups. Class compositions are based on Level groupings (Foundation - Preps; Junior School – Grades One and Two; Middle 

School – Grades Three and Four and Senior School – Grades Five and Six . We endeavour to make optimum use of prior 

knowledge teachers, parents and others have of each student prior to class placement. If there is any information you      

consider important for the school to be aware of, please put it in writing and return to me before Monday 10th October 2022. 

Class formation is a lengthy process and entails much discussion and sharing of information between staff. There will be no 

class considerations after this date.  
 

OSHC - Holiday Program 

Sadly we were unable to garner enough support to run a financially viable OSHC holiday program this time. For any families 

requiring this service I suggest you call Camp Australia who will refer you to a nearby program. We will try again in the new 

year. 

 
Parent Opinion Survey 

Every year, DET requests schools to randomly select parents to complete the ‘Parent Opinion Survey.’ This year, all families 

have the opportunity to provide their feedback or opinion. The link and school code was posted on Compass and is specific 

to our school - you can access it via your News Feeds. 

So far, we have only had a 19% response rate and we need this to get to at least 30% for the statistics to be meaningful.. The 

survey doesn’t take very long, so if you have time over a cuppa, can you please complete the survey prior to 16 September 

(tomorrow).  

  
Prepare for Summer and Thunderstorm Asthma Season 

There are important steps that can be taken to ensure students are sun smart and safe at school. UV radiation is at its highest 

from mid-August to April and peaks during school hours. Schools are required to have measures in place to manage extreme 

heat and provide sun and UV protection. Extreme heat or a heatwave is a period of unusual and uncomfortable hot      

weather that can negatively affect health.  

Asthma and hay fever symptoms increase every year between October and December. There is also the chance of an    

epidemic thunderstorm asthma event during grass pollen season. Increased risk of thunderstorm asthma can occur in people 

with:  

• Asthma  

• A past history of asthma  

• Undiagnosed asthma  

• Hay fever, who may not have asthma  

• Poor control and self-management of asthma  

To be sun smart and safe there are three important steps to take. These are:  

1. Extreme heat and sun protection (hats, sunscreen, clothing, drink water, be outdoor in the coolest part of the day).  

2. Thunderstorm asthma preparation (asthma medication easily accessible, avoid outside between October and December 

especially if windy; asthma action plans and allergy plans if required,  

3. Thunderstorm asthma event alerts (subscribe to the Prepare and Get Ready – Victoria Emergency to receive warnings; 

emergency response procedures and following individual asthma action plans as needed.) 
 

Students leaving or intending to enrol 

It’s that time of the year when families and schools are planning for the next year. If your child will not be at EBPS next 

year, can you please email the school which will help guide our workforce planning.  

Likewise, if you have or know of a child who intends to enrol in our school, can you please enrol as soon as possible.  
 

Happy Holidays 

Term 3 has been another super busy one and seemingly gone in a blink of an eye. Make sure that over the holidays you take 

time to rest and recharge if you can. I hope that all our families enjoy the coming 2 weeks. I am hopeful that we will be able 

to enjoy some sunshine and warmth along the way. If your children complain that they are ‘bored’, then refer them to this 

chart for ideas of how not to be bored.            

       ** Thought ** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time - Maria Shearn Principal   



Parent Information 

Literacy @ East Bentleigh PS 
 

Jill Griffin & Amanda Kershaw - Literacy Coordinators 



Maths at EBPS 

From the Maths team at East Bentleigh – Sinead, Aaron, Emma, Andrea and Tanja 

 

Parent Information 



Wellbeing at EBPS 

Wellbeing in 6N 

This month we have been working intensively on teamwork and ensuring each other 

feels safe enough to be vulnerable both on the stage and in class, so that we have the 

freedom to act, be creative, contribute fully and be ourselves.  We have been working 

with these values throughout our class play rehearsals and morning circles with the im-

plementation of drama warm-ups, choreography work (through chorus, rhythmic 

marching, recorder playing and dancing), discussion and reflection. Here are some of 

our insights on teamwork and performance.  

 

 

Nemo Cahill - Classroom Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Information 



MUSIC NEWS 

Felicite Heine -Instrumental Music Coordinator 

felicitecheine@gmail.com 

Parent Information  

mailto:felicitecheine@gmail.com
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GARDEN NEWS 
How wonderful to look around the school gardens and admire how well they are looking, thanks to the hard work of the  

students in weeding, mulching, composting and planting. The Kitchen and European Gardens have never looked better!  

We are looking forward to the final term of the year with so much to harvest for kitchen, including leeks, lettuce, silver beet, 

parsley, snow peas, broad beans, carrots and more! Our rainwater irrigation has now been switched on for the Kitchen    

garden, and these spring holidays we'll have the tank rainwater connected to the European Garden for more sustainable 

watering practices.  

 

Bird news As Spring has sprung we are noticing how many baby birds have hatched, some Noisy 

minor babies have already fledged. If you see a baby bird on the school grounds, spend time away 

from it, looking and listening for the parents. We don't need to pick up a baby unless it is being    

attacked or is clearly injured. Most of the time it is best to avoid the area whilst parents go back and 

forth feeding it until it is strong enough to fly around with them. Good intentions of kind- hearted 

people could in fact put the baby bird in more harm (e.g. removing it from where the parents can 

find it means it could starve, surrounding it and talking loudly could scare it off under a building 

where it could get trapped).  

I sat at lunch time with two year 4 students this week to watch the mother and father magpie 

around the oval to see if they had a nest. Finally, we found they did have a nest in the Ironbark tree 

with the kookaburra nesting box in, and it seems they are feeding newly hatched chicks. Well done 

students on learning the patience and perseverance of bird watching. If you dedicate time to    

establishing a relationship with these birds, they will reward you with introducing their babies and 

family to you and will never swoop. 

Unfortunately, as is the nature of living things, it is a time for new birds to hatch but also old birds to 

pass on. Mystery, our oldest red hen who was second in command to our rooster Sol, died from old 

age 2 weekends ago. I had her put down gently and she's buried in the European garden. She was 

well loved and will always be remembered as the hen with the spur on her left leg, that sometimes 

crowed and pretended to lay eggs. 

 

Sustainability Festival  A big congratulations to our Environment Leaders for their impressive workshop 

presentations to many school representatives at the Port Phillip Sustainability Festival on 1st September. 

Their audiences were wowed by their deep knowledge of Mistletoe as a keystone species, their lead-

ership qualities in presenting their knowledge in clear and engaging ways. Audiences very much en-

joyed their interactive biodiversity web activity and especially being able to take away their very own 

Drooping Mistletoe fruit to propagate at their own schools. Nye, Amy, Lyla and Troy also learnt from 

other Environment leaders and organisations about what they are doing to help their school and 

mother nature on the day. Thanks to Port Phillip Eco Centre for inviting us to represent our school, and 

for Mrs Shearn, Ms Jackson and Mr Parsons for help on the day. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1&2 Boonwurrung Bush walk 

As year 3 students went on camp this week, it was an opportunity to take classes which I normally don't teach in the Kitchen/

Garden program on a walk around our school gardens. I introduced 1A and 2E students to our new garden volunteer Maiko, 

and we explored the plants growing around our biodiversity gardens which are traditional Boonwurrung bush foods or were 

used as medicine and tool manufacturing. We saw the first blossoms of the Coastal Tea-tree showing us its Snapper season in 

the bay. Students tasted Saltbush leaves, chewed Lomandra grass stems, sniffed the relaxing Hop Goodenia leaves and 

looked for the Burgan tree which was used to make sunscreen and digging sticks. We learnt about the pretend leaves of the 

Lightwood and Blackwood wattles and how they can be used to make antibacterial soap and used to catch fish. Students 

introduced themselves to the Lemon Scented/Spotted gum tree family and gave the trunks some big hugs to help them heal 

from injury. We met the oldest tree in the school (now dead) and swore to protect the baby River Redgum trees growing 

nearby hoping they will one day grow to be several hundred years old too.  

There's always so much to learn, discover and appreciate in our school garden, really we are the luckiest school to have 

such an amazing outdoor classroom for learning! Wonder what we will discover in term 4? Happy holidays 

 

Pascale Jacq - Garden Specialist 
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BREAKFAST CLUB in the PAC 
from 8:15am - 8:45am 

Children need to arrive before 8:30am in order to be served breakfast in time. 

There are some Grab ‘n’ Go items and fruit if students arrive after 8:30am 

Please email Christine if your child has any food allergies 

christine.kennedy@education.vic.gov.au 

Thank you 
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Parenting Article 



Community Information 


