Principal’s Report 1 – 2

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development

This week in the Principal’s Report the
following topics are covered:

* Parental Issues
* Child Safe
* Parents Battle of the Bands
* Year 5 Camp - Roses Gap
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* Woodworking Program
* Student Absence Reminder
* Dropping children off
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* Mother’s Day Stall
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SCHOOL VISION:
East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting, child-focused

Prep Enrolments

for 2020
Just a reminder, if
you are planning on
enrolling your child
for 2020, please
complete an
enrolment form and
submit it at the office.
The earlier we
receive the
applications the
better, for planning
purposes! Thank you
Diary Dates
Tues 30th April - Fri 3rd May
YEAR 5 CAMP - ROSES GAP
Mon 6th May
School Cross Country - Yrs 3 to 6
9am-11am
Mon 13th May
School Council Meeting 7pm
Wed 15th May - Fri 17th May
YEAR 4 CAMP - CRESWICK
NAPLAN Yr3 & Yr5 - May 14th-16th
Thurs 16th May
District Cross Country 12noon - 3pm
EDUCATION WEEK : 20th May to 25th May
(Open Classes all week - TBA)
Mon 20th May - Opera Aust. (in school visit)
Tue 21st May - Body Safe Parent Info.
Night 6:30-8:30pm
Wed 22nd May - Grandparents / Special
Friends Morning Tea 9am-11am
Wed 22nd May - Prep 2020 Info Night 7pm
Thur 23rd May - Musical Soiree 6pm in Hall
Fri 24th May
STUDENT FREE DAY - STAFF P.D. DAY
(no school)

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are
able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the
challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident
individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live.

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.
Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn
Hello everyone,
Parental Issues
A reminder to all parents that if you have any concerns or queries about any issue
pertaining to the school’s operations please come and see me personally, or our
Assistant Principal Sue Jackson to discuss the matter. All discussions are kept in the
strictest confidence but will be followed up and dealt with.
In such a busy, vibrant community where there are thousands of interactions daily
there sometimes can be misunderstandings or plain misinformation floating around,
so I urge you to follow up with us personally if you have any concerns at all.
Should we be unavailable and your concern/question is not urgent, you can also
leave a message with Ann or Jane in the office and we will get back to you as soon
as possible.
As an addition to this advice, I would also add that parents refrain from speaking to
any children (other than their own of course) about any issues/ incidents. Should you
have any concerns please speak either to your child’s teacher and/or Sue or I who
will follow up any concerns.
Child Safe
At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.
As a community we want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support
and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. We are committed to
the safety, participation and empowerment of all children. There is zero tolerance of
child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously
and consistently with our robust policies and procedures. We meet our legal and
moral obligations to contact authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety,
which we follow rigorously.
East Bentleigh Primary School is committed to preventing child abuse and
identifying risks early, and removing and reducing these risks. We have robust
human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is
committed to regularly training and educating our staff and volunteers on child
abuse risks. As a community we support and respect all children, as well as our staff
and volunteers. We are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children, the
cultural safety of children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds,
and to providing a safe environment for children with a disability. East Bentleigh
Primary School has specific policies, procedures and training in places that support
our leadership team, staff and volunteers to achieve these commitments.
Continued next page……………...
East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
and to Elders both past and present.
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At East Bentleigh Primary School:
Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe.
We have zero tolerance for any abuse of children.
We already have policies and processes in place to protect the care, safety and welfare of children. These are being
strengthened to ensure a zero tolerance approach to child abuse. As policies are ratified at school council, they will
be made available to you through the newsletter and on our web page.
Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility. Different people at our school have different roles and responsibilities
for ensuring children’s safety. At EBPS, the Child Safety Officers are - Maria Shearn and Sue Jackson. All staff are
responsible for the safety of all children but there needs to be key people who will undertake the roles listed below.
KEY ACTIVITIES OF OUR SCHOOL CHILD SAFETY OFFICER(S)
PROVIDE AUTHORATATIVE ADVICE
* Act as a source of support, advice and expertise to staff on matters of child safety.
* Liaise with all staff to maintain the visibility of child safety.
* Lead the development of the school’s child safety culture, including being a child safety champion and providing coordination in communicating,
implementing, monitoring, enhancing and reporting on strategies to embed a culture of child safety.
RAISE AWARENESS
* Ensure the school’s policies are known and used appropriately.
* Ensure the school’s child safety policy is reviewed in the context of school self-evaluation undertaken as part of the school accountability framework.
* Ensure the child protection policy is available publicly and parents are aware of the fact that referrals about suspected abuse or neglect may be made and
the role of the school in this.
* Be alert to the specific needs of children in need, those with special educational needs and young carers.
* Encourage among all staff a culture of listening to children and taking account of their wishes and feelings in any measures to protect them.
TRAIN
* Being authoritative in providing advice by:
- keeping their skills up to date with appropriate training carried out every two years
- having a working knowledge of how the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and Community Service Organisations conduct a child
protection case conference to be able to attend and contribute to these effectively when required to do so.
* Be able to keep detailed, accurate, secure written records of concerns and referrals.
* Ensure each member of staff has access to and understands the school’s child safety policy and procedures, especially new and part time staff.
* Make sure staff are aware of training opportunities and the latest DHHS and DET policies and guidance.
Advance Notice (For your diaries) - ‘Parents Battle of the Bands’
I wonder if you have noticed all the posters that have sprung up around the school to advertise this event? On
Thursday 23rd May, the Prince Bandroom in St Kilda is hosting a fun evening to raise money towards musical education
and facilities in local schools. Our very own rock and roll band made up of our talented parents, The Founding Fathers
and the Band-Shes will be performing on the night.
It would be great for as many of our school families to come along and support our parents, all whilst having a great
night out. Please stay tuned for further details. Doors open at 7:30pm. Tickets are $15.00, if purchased online via
(www.parentsbattleofthebands.com) or $20.00 at the door.
Year 5 Camp - Roses Gap
Our Year 5 students and their teachers are enjoying their time down at Roses Gap in the beautiful Grampians.
The teachers have been sending me photos all week and are happy to report that all is well and they are all having a
fabulous time, challenging themselves in completing the physical nature of the camp.
Many thanks to parents Betty Poon, Lisa Duncan and Greg Beyer for generously giving up their time to support our
children. Thanks also of course to staff members Anna Pititto, Celia Hopkinson, Julia Kantor and Jane Ross for taking
such good care of their charges. I am sure they will return tomorrow exhausted but happy.
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Woodworking Program - Welcome to Michael Zeeng
We would like to welcome Michael Zeeng to our volunteer team here at EBPS. Michael is a retired postman/hobby
handyman extraordinaire, who will be working with some of our senior students in a woodworking program. The first
lucky group of Brodie, Daniel, Axel, Asher and Nye had their first session on Tuesday where they made toolboxes for
themselves.
Thanks to Fiona Strang for bringing Michael on board. We look forward to a long and fruitful relationship together.

Student Absence Reminder
A reminder to all of our families that we need you to inform us as soon as practicable (same day) of your child’s
absence from school for any reason. It is very time consuming for Ann in the office to have to call parents to
determine the whereabouts of absent children as we are required to do as part of our duty of care to your children.
Dropping Children Off
Parents, another reminder about dropping children off and/or picking children up out the front of the school. There
are times and areas where you may park, and there are times and areas where you may not. If you need to stop even
for only ten minutes, it is a good idea to park in one of the local side streets. If you do this however, please be
courteous to our neighbours. We have had a spate of complaints recently about some pretty selfish and thoughtless
practices such as parking across residents’ driveways, particularly in Rae St. I encourage you to think how you would
feel if it happened to you.
If you use the ‘Kiss and Go’ area to drop off your child or pick up - please remember that you may not leave your car
at any time. Also please remember that the staff car park is for staff only - it is not a dropping off or picking up area.
Mother’s Day Stall
A reminder to all of our children and dads that our annual Mother’s Day Stall will be
on Wednesday 8th May. Many thanks to Kym Mai and her team who have been
making all the preparations for the stall next week.

** Thought **

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal

It’s back! - please remember to collect your stickers when you are
shopping at Woolworths.
We have our Earn & Learn collection bin outside the school office.
Children can also stick their stickers on two special posters also
located outside the school office. Thank you

Sue’s News

On Wednesday 24th April our 4 school leaders – Sean, Harper, Juliette and Zane
represented East Bentleigh P.S. proudly at the Bentleigh R.S.L.’s ANZAC Day ceremony.
Leading up to this event these 4 students sold ANZAC badges, pens, wrist bands and
bag tags to the students at East Bentleigh P.S. We raised

$550:00 – the most amount

of money across all the local schools.
A big thank-you to all families who supported this fundraiser.

Sue Jackson - Assistant Principal

Parent Information

From the garden
Chicken & Duck care
A big thankyou to Harper's family (6L) and Tai (4A) family for volunteering
during the term holidays to look after the chooks at school. The 10 chickens
were very appreciative and are looking good after their recent moulting and
are slowly back on the lay. This term we are considering getting a new flock of
5 ducks which can potentially breed (our remaining 3 ducks are too closely
related and not the right number for a happy brood so will remain with Kirsty
the former gardener). The care of two different animal breeds requires daily
feeding, poo collecting and composting and refreshing water. We do the
duties in garden class Monday -Wednesday; Harper's family do Fridays; Lola's
family have kindly volunteered to help on Sundays. We still need regular
volunteers for Thursdays and Saturdays - a great way to learn and practice
animal husbandry if you don't have the possibility at home.
Reminder please walk your dog's away from our chicken yard and green house area during daylight hours when
our chooks and ducks are ranging freely. Please always have your dog on leash and in control in our school
grounds on weekends (and pick up after your dog).
Vandalism
Unfortunately before the holidays our watering system control box was broken into and components stolen. As our
tanks will be moved and irrigation rejigged when the Performing Arts Building is being built it is pointless to repair.
Please keep an eye out for suspicious activities on our grounds as the stealing of fruit, irrigation pipes, tools, and
dumping of rubbish takes time, energy and resources away from the fun learning programs for our children!
We got a bumper crop of pumpkins this autumn in the kitchen garden even
though many other crops over summer (tomatoes, capsicums, eggplants) didn't
thrive in the transition between Kirsty leaving in December and myself starting
end of January as the new garden teacher. We discovered a cross pollinated
variety - half Jap and half Butternut which we call "Jappernut". Our garden is
now thriving thanks to the efforts of the garden classes, teachers and volunteers,
with lots of winter vegies getting bigger every day. We've created a tropical
garden, potatoes field, and are preparing to transplant our lovely peach trees
to new sites for when the new performing arts centre is built in their place.
This term I'd like to repair some of the brick edging in the kitchen garden. If any
parents have expertise in paving/bricklaying and would like to assist as a
volunteer this would be much appreciated! Please note that you require a
current working with children's check to volunteer in any of our school programs.
Pascale Miller - Garden Specialist

House Cross Country - School Oval
Monday 6th May 2019 9:00 – 10.30am
* 9:15am – 11 boys and girls - 2 Laps
* 9:35am – 9/10 boys then girls – 2 Laps
* 10:05am –12/13 girls and boys. 3 Laps
Students are encouraged to come in their house colours for the day.
Red - Waratah
Blue - Jacaranda
Green - Banksia
Yellow - Kurrajong
Thanks - John Seeary PE Teacher

Parent Information

Parent / Community Information

Parenting Article

Advertising
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their
advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to
investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating. Maria Shearn - Principal

