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This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

*    Holiday asbestos removal 

*  Mid-Year Reports / PT 

Interviews 

*  Congratulations Celia 

*  Thank you - Volunteers 

*   Child Safe 

*  Prep A & 6T Spiral 

*  Happy Birthday 

*  Mid Winter Festival 

*  Prep M Legoland 

*  Enrolments 2020 

* Over the holidays 

Diary Dates 

Friday 28th June 

LAST DAY OF TERM 2 

EARLY FINISH @ 2:30pm 

Monday 15th July 

FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 

STARTING @ 8:50am 

 

Wed 17th July - Fire Ed for Preps 9:30am 

Wed 17th July - 6T & 6S Organ Pipes      

Park Excursion 

Thurs 25th July - Fire Ed for Preps 9:30am 

Sat 27th July - Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt 

Tues 30th July - 1M & 2S Ceres             

Environmental Park Excursion 

Principal’s Report -  Maria Shearn 

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 

27th June 2019          Term 2 / Week 10, Issue 5 

Bignell Road 
East Bentleigh 3165 

Phone: 9570 3525 Fax: 9579 0205 
Email: east.bentleigh.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

As I prepare to write my report for our final newsletter of term 2, and I glance through 

my office window to the now very empty and desolate looking Block B, (that by the 

time we return to begin Term 3 will no longer exist, if all goes to plan), I can’t help but 

reflect on the evolution of our beautiful school over the 22 years I have called EBPS 

‘home’. I hope that you can indulge me in just a little reflection. 

I first came to EBPS in 1997 as curriculum coordinator to teach a combined Grade 

4/5/6. The fact that the school offered an emerging ‘dual curriculum’ was intriguing 

and spoke to my love of diversity. The school was much smaller then with the      

mainstream program not having enough students for an entire class at those levels 

and with the Steiner stream still in its infancy at our school. In those days there were 

only 3 buildings, Block A, which is the main building, Block B and Block C which was 

originally the art room; later transforming into Taraleigh Pre School. 

Our hall building, which were 6 derelict classrooms from the closed Eastmoor PS,   

became a reality some time later and due to the continued growth in the school’s 

population an old shelter shed was converted into a classroom (now our art room). 

My first classroom was actually in Block B overlooking the new ‘Unity Garden’ and 

was spread over what was to become 2 classrooms (most recently 5A and 5C), as 

the school grew in numbers - what a luxury it was. 

Fast forward a few years and Block B was extended. These rooms were to become 

our ICT Lab and our OSHC room, although that room in particular had many uses 

and was a true ‘multi-purpose’ room as the school continued to grow in numbers as 

both our Mainstream and Steiner streams flourished in the care of so many            

dedicated and caring teachers and ES staff. 

Fast forward again to 2011 when we officially opened our magnificent BER building 

from the Federal Government’s ‘Building the Education Revolution’ stimulus           

program, a fabulous facility addition to our school which we have quickly filled. 

Here now in the middle of  2019, after what has seemed like an ‘age’ of planning 

and bureaucracy, we are about to embark on another modernisation project; the 

construction of our new performing arts and 4 new classroom facility, thanks to the 

support of our proactive local MP Nick Staikos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reporting Student    

Absences 

Please remember to let the 

school know by 9am if your 

child will be absent. 

Please call or email the  

school office on  

Ph: 9570 3525 

Email: 
east.bentleigh.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

You must also provide a    

reason for the absence so 

that we can accurately      

record it. Thank-you 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country       
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and 
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
and to Elders both past and present. 

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   

** LOST PROPERTY ** 

Please check our lost property 

collection outside the office by 

tomorrow. All unclaimed items 

will be donated. 
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Whilst I am feeling very excited about what is to come as we continue to grow and evolve, I can’t help feel a little  

nostalgic as I remember so many happy and productive moments shared with the students in my classes, especially 

that first class in Block B where I began my long association through different roles at EBPS, which was back in 1997 still 

called Moorabbin Heights PS. As they say in the classics…. ‘That’s progress for you.’ 

 

Holiday Asbestos Removal - BLOCK B                                                                                                                                   

Please be advised that we now have some details around the asbestos removal of Block B in preparation for the   

demolition of the building. This work will begin on Wednesday 3rd July with final air monitoring being Monday 8th July. 

This means that there will be NO ACCESS to the school between Wednesday 3rd and Monday 8th July. Please              

remember this as you plan your outings over the holidays, as I know that many families usually bring their children up 

for a play in our lovely gardens during the holidays 

Mid-Year Reports/ Parent Teacher Interviews 

I would like to congratulate our dedicated staff on their efforts in getting this round of reports together so efficiently. I  

would remind everyone that the most important part of the report remains the comments written by your child’s 

teacher as they will focus on what your child can do and then give some ideas and strategies for future goals and 

improvements. As we have always said in our reporting package, education is growth, but all children do not grow at 

the same rate, nor in the same way. I would ask that you always keep this in mind when reading any report.  

When reading the reports before signing them, I find my favourite part is reading the student comments or reflections. 

These give me a fantastic insight into the health of our teaching and learning programs and are a strong indicator of 

the levels of engagement our students have in the programs their teachers deliver. From the simple yet poignant often 

one line statements from our preppies who are just starting out, to the almost essay like quality of some of our Year 6 

reflections, they are a joy to read, some making me laugh out loud and others bringing a tear to my eye.  

One of the less enjoyable aspects of reading the reports however is the alarmingly large number of our students with 

quite unacceptable absentee rates. Whilst I am aware that some of our children are dealing with some significant 

health issues (I am not speaking about them), there are still too many children missing way too much school for        

unacceptable reasons which is having a significant effect on their learning and social development. I encourage you 

to read the attendance table carefully and if your child‘s attendance falls in the unacceptable range, make a     

commitment to improve this next semester for the sake of your child.  

Thanks again to staff for all their hard work in getting these reports together and being so available to speak to you at 

parent teacher interviews last Monday. I know it is always a busy time and I appreciate their professionalism and     

commitment. Thank you to all of you who took the opportunity to come and speak to your child’s teacher about your 

child’s progress. 

 

Congratulations 

I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate Celia Hopkinson and her husband Sam 

on the joyous news of a baby on the way. Celia’s impending date is in December. We 

are very excited for Celia and Sam and already the pregnancy stories, (only the happy 

ones), are out in force in the staffroom. We are looking forward to watching Celia     

blossom as the year progresses. I know you will join me in wishing Celia and Sam our 

very best wishes. 

 

Thank you  

As we come to the end of the first half of the year I’d like to acknowledge all our volunteers who do 

so much to add to the life of our school. There are far too many of you to thank personally, but you 

know who you are. Whilst I’d like to think that we do manage to thank everyone personally, in our 

busy days we may sometimes forget to take the time to say a personal thankyou every time,      

however please know that your efforts do make a difference to what we are able to offer our   

community of children.  

Sincere thanks to our classroom helpers, our kitchen and garden volunteers, our soup and bread makers, our park 

walkers, our Farmers’ Market volunteers, our BFM communications volunteers,  our camp assistants, our fundraisers, and 

school council members. Our school would certainly not be as productive and vibrant without your collective effort 

and support.  

 

Child Safe 

A reminder that as a community we want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect all 

children, as well as our staff and volunteers.  We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all 

children. There is zero tolerance of child abuse, and all allegations and safety concerns will be treated very seriously 

and consistently with our robust policies and procedures. We meet our legal and moral obligations to contact          

authorities when we are worried about a child’s safety, which we follow rigorously.  

East Bentleigh Primary is committed to preventing child abuse and identifying risks early, and removing and reducing 

these risks. We have robust human resources and recruitment practices for all staff and volunteers. Our school is      

committed to regularly training and educating our staff and volunteers on child abuse risks. As a community we       

support and respect all children, as well as our staff and volunteers. We are committed to the cultural safety of         

Aboriginal children, the cultural safety of children from a culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, and to 

providing a safe environment for children with a disability. East Bentleigh Primary has specific policies, procedures and 

training in places that support our leadership team, staff and volunteers to achieve these commitments. Please go to 

our website to view these documents.                                                                       Continued next page…………………………. 
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Prep A and Class 6T Eurythmy Spiral  

What a pleasure it was to sit in and observe this annual event 

with these 2 classes. 

This very simple festival involves the younger children walking 

with an older buddy through the spiral, lighting a candle 

which is then placed lovingly around the spiral.  

The concentration and care shown by both younger and 

their older counterparts was lovely. 

As the last pair were finishing their walk, Josef our pianist 

played the beautiful music to which the children               

spontaneously sweetly sang to…it gave me goose bumps! 

Congratulations to you all. 

 

Happy Birthday Denise! 

Congratulations and many happy returns  to Denise McDonough who celebrated a  

‘significant’ birthday on Tuesday this week, and came dressed for the occasion as her own personal birthday 

fairy  

 

Mid-Winter Festival  

Thank you to everyone who attended our mid-winter festival last Thursday night. We were blessed with lovely, dry, crisp 

winter weather which made our lantern walk such a pleasure. Thank you to the group of dedicated teachers who 

worked so hard behind the scenes to make every little bit go so smoothly on the night.  

 

Prep M Legoland Excursion                                                                                                                                                          

On Wednesday I had the pleasure of accompanying the Prep M students to Legoland in Chadstone and what a fun 

day it was. The children were all super excited to catch the bus then trek through Chadstone to this magical place 

where we spend a good few hours marvelling over the fantastically detailed Melbourne scape (well worth the price of 

entry), then moving on to a fantastic world of unlimited Lego to indulge their imaginations for hours. Many thanks to 

our brave parents, Dorit, Vik , Kathryn and Abi who accompanied class teacher Stewart and aide Lynne helping to 

ensure everyone was happy and safe throughout our big adventure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrolments 2020 

We will be starting our 2020 planning in earnest when we return next term, so if you have not yet submitted your new 

prep enrolment form to the office I encourage you to do so as soon as possible so we can determine numbers of    

classes etc. If you know of anyone from outside our school wishing to enrol, please remind them to do the same. 

 

Over the Holidays  

Have a great break everyone. I wish you lots of warmth and rest and relaxation so you can come back fresh and   

eager for the adventures the new term will most certainly bring.  

 

 

 

 

A reminder that school will finish at 2:30pm tomorrow and  

Term 3 begins on Monday 15th July at 8.50am 

   
 

 

 

 

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal    
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GARDEN NEWS 
 

OLIVE HARVEST 

We are starting to pickle our olives in herbs and brine after a bumper harvest this year             

- all from our one tree in the kitchen garden! We leached their tannins in fresh water for two 

weeks. A simple trick to know how much salt to add to your water for the brine is to add a 

freshly lain egg to the water (our chooks give us plenty each day !)  and if it floats it's salty 

enough.  

 
 

 

FRUIT TREE DONATION 

Expert fruit tree grower, Louis Glowinski, grandfather of Shoshana in Prep visited our school on 

Grandparents Day and generously offered to donate fruit trees to plant in the school. We         

gratefully received a Washington Navel Orange, two Strawberry Guavas, two Feijoas,                      

a Pomegranate, some Arrowroot Lillies, and two different varieties of Mandarins which with our 

Imperial Mandarin will extend our Mandarin harvest across autumn and all of winter! We are so 

lucky to have the knowledge and generosity of grandparents like Louis in our wonderful school. We 

hope to share a bounty of produce with the school community for generations to come with these 

wonderful trees. 

 

 

 

 

SENSORY GARDEN GRANT 

East Bentleigh Primary School is the proud recipient of the Independent Schools Sensory Garden Grant of 

$500 from the National Garden Industry of Victoria. We will use the money for soil and plants in the     

creation of a wonderful sensory garden, just behind the BER, near the Art Room, for students who need a 

quiet sheltered space to regain composure and focus. This sensory garden we hope will nourish the mind, 

body and soul, with its combination of fresh air, fragrant herbs, natural pathways, increased birdsong and 

dappled shade! Our woodworking team have been busy constructing the many raised garden planters we 

will use for this area (see photo of a finished one ready for planting our new donated fruit trees)! 

 

 

Cheers Pascale  

 CHESS TOURNAMENT 
 
Congratulations to everyone  who attended the Term 2 Interschool Chess Tournament on 
14th of June. 
We had exceptional results from Andreas M. winning 4.5 out of 7 games and Harry G.   
winning 4 out of 7 games. 
East Bentleigh came 8th out of 10 schools. This was a great result from a team of only 6 
players while most schools had over 10 representatives. 
We look forward to more kids supporting the school in the Term 3 Interschool          
Championship!"  By: Felix Chandler (Mindful Chess 0451 965 385)  
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JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
Thank again for your assistance last Thursday for Jump Rope for Heart.  

Currently we have raised over $3,400.00 which is a credit to the school. We will keep the online portal open till the end of the term. I will 
then finalise the donations. Students raising money online will receive prizes depending on how much they have raised.  

We congratulate the students listed below who have raised the most from our school.  

1. Zoran 3R $336.16 

2. Riley 3R $295.76 

3. Fletcher 56K $284.66 

4. Max 1S $244.45 

5. Rosie PD $194.46 

6. Kokoro 5C $154.46 

7. Jericho 6S $131.99 

8. Zara 2A $126.65 

9. Will 3R $125.62 

10. Arabella  1M   $125.62  

 

 



Parent & Community Information 



Parenting Article 



Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising  


