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This week in the Principal’s Report the
following topics are covered:

* Facilities Update
* Body Safety Parent Night
* Child Safe Standards
* School Review
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* Student Free Day
* Year 4 Camp
* Election Day BBQ
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SCHOOL VISION:
East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting, child-focused

Reporting Student
Absences
Please remember to let the
school know by 9am if your
child will be absent.

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are
able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the
challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident
individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live.

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.
Please call or email the
school office on
Ph: 9570 3525
Email:
east.bentleigh.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

You must also provide a
reason for the absence so
that we can accurately
record it. Thank-you

Diary Dates
Wed 15th May - Fri 17th May
YEAR 4 CAMP - CRESWICK
NAPLAN Yr3 & Yr5 - May 14th-16th
Thurs 16th May
District Cross Country 12noon - 3pm
EDUCATION WEEK : 20th May to 25th May
(Open Classes all week - TBA)
Mon 20th May - Opera Aust. (in school visit)
Tue 21st May - Body Safe Parent Info.
Night 6:30-8:30pm
Wed 22nd May - Grandparents / Special
Friends Morning Tea 9am-11am
Wed 22nd May - Prep 2020 Info Night 7pm

Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn
Hello everyone,
There’s excitement in the air as we come closer to this year’s Education
Week and Open Day which will again this year coincide with our May
Bentleigh Farmers’ Market. We expect Saturday 25 th May to be a very busy
day both inside the classrooms and outside. I know that the children and
teachers are looking forward to seeing lots of visitors during the preceding
week at our many scheduled ‘open classes’– we hope you can make it.
Please look for the special timetable attached with this newsletter.
Facilities Update
Late last week we received the exciting news that the ‘fun’ part of our new
building project will definitely begin in the June/July school holidays. In
preparation for the building project we have rented a large shipping
container to store furniture and, computers etc from the soon to be
demolished Block B. It arrived on Monday, so we will now embark a staged
program of moving, which will begin in earnest after Education Week. We
have also purchased a large shed (we already had the concrete slab), in
which to house the newly reinstated Woodworking Program materials.
A number of major changes will need to take place in order to ensure our
soon to be demolished Block B is emptied in time. Along with report writing,
festivals and review preparations June promises to be quite a month for us
all at EBPS!
We will be meeting with the architects and VSBA on Friday afternoon to
conduct a formal industry briefing and walk through of the site with the 4
successful tenderers chosen by VSBA.

Thur 23rd May - Musical Soiree 6pm in Hall
Fri 24th May
STUDENT FREE DAY - STAFF P.D. DAY
(no school)

Student Body Safety Program
Monday 27th May - Year 6
Wednesday 29th May - Year 5

Body Safety Parent Workshop
Thank you to those parents who have already responded to this workshop.
In order to maximise the numbers attending we will be offering a child
minding service during the workshop.
Please advise us of your attendance by Monday 20th at the latest, so we
can make the best decision as to where to hold the workshop - (either the
senior gallery or the hall).
Continued next page……………...

Monday 3rd June - Preps & Yr. 1
Wednesday 5th June - Yrs. 2 & 3
Wednesday 12th June - Yr. 4

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
and to Elders both past and present.

Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn
Child Safe Standards
It appears that I have unwittingly caused some consternation amongst a few parents with the inclusion of
Child Safe Standards information in recent newsletters. The reason for this communication with parents is
not in response to anything actually happening in our community, rather a response to the Child Safe
guidelines mandated for all schools in response to the 2016 Royal Commission findings into institutional
child abuse. In my view the more we educate ourselves in proactive strategies and approaches to both
keep children safe from harm and empowering them with the skills required to recognise their own
personal safety, the better for all.
I do however acknowledge that this subject can dredge up all sorts of emotions in some of us and would
be happy to discuss our approach should you wish to chat to me about this.
Please find included in this newsletter, a fact sheet for parents and carers from the Better Health websitehttps://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/parenting-support-to-help-prevent-abuse
School Review
As part of DET’s accountability framework all government schools are involved in a cyclical 4 year review
process. 2019 is our year of review. We have been advised our review will be in Term 3, although we still
don’t have a specific date. We have chosen our ‘challenge partners’ and are now beginning the
process of collecting all of our data to complete our school self-assessment. As part of this review process
we need to get feedback from the various different groups in our community - students, teachers, school
council members and parents are all invited to provide feedback.
To give all parents an opportunity to come together to discuss our school, we will be facilitating a
community consultation meeting on Monday 3rd June at 6.00pm. Anyone who would like to have a say
but cannot make it on the night you will be invited to send in your feedback via e-mail and/or via
completing the short survey sent home via your child. (responses due by Friday 31st May). A softcopy of
the survey is also attached to the this newsletter email.
In order to facilitate the discussion at our community consultation meeting, we will be asking everyone to
consider the following 3 questions:
1. What does our school do well?
2. What would we like to see our school achieving in the next 5-10 years?
3. What are the things we need to work on or do differently in order to achieve our future vision?
At this meeting we will also be looking at the goals we set in our current strategic plan 2015-2019 to
measure achievement.
Our external reviewer (still to be appointed) will then read this and conduct their own analysis of our data.
Our external reviewer will then write a report which will be presented to school council and to DET.
We will then as a school, develop a new strategic plan which will set out the direction of the school for the
next 4 years, based on the recommendations made.
Student Free Day - Friday 24th May
We have planned a student free day for Friday 24 th May. This professional learning day for staff will have a
wellbeing focus. In the morning the team from ALCYMS, (Alfred Child & Youth Mental Health Service) will
strengthen our understandings of mental health in students and in the afternoon facilitators from Body
Safety Australia will present the first of 2 workshops for staff (in line with our whole school focus on
supporting the safety of all of our students).
Year 4 Camp
Our Year 4’s are currently in Ballarat enjoying the activities of the Log
Cabin camp in Creswick. Yesterday they spent the day at Sovereign Hill,
enjoying the great variety of activities that children may have enjoyed
in the gold rush times. No doubt there will be more news from the
children when they return.
Election Day BBQ
Many thanks to those of you who have volunteered to help on
Saturday. There is still 1 slot open from 2 pm for pack up. Please advise if
you can help with this. All volunteers should have received a copy of
the roster, yesterday via email. If you haven’t please let me know.
Thankyou!
Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal

Parent Information

Message from the Eco-Team

Walking School Bus
Did you know that walking helps the environment?
It does, because if you are walking you are not using petrol or diesel to power a car.
Walking is also very good for your health.
Exercise helps your body to be healthy and gets your brain ready for learning.
Our school has a walking school bus operating every Wednesday morning, leaving at
8:30 from Centenary Park near the tennis courts on Brady Road.
Miss Jackson, Alison, Sarah, Anne and Mrs Small meet with Sean one of our school
captains and walk up Bignell Road to school. It’s a lot of fun!
Hope to see you there next week!

EARN & LEARN IS BACK!
Please remember to collect your stickers when you are
shopping at Woolworths.
We have our Earn & Learn collection bin and sticker sheets
outside the school office. Thank you

Parent Information

MUSIC NEWS
Dear Parents,
Thank - you for your patience and allowing my absence for a wonderful holiday.
After sailing on the Great Australian Bight, Indian Ocean, Gulf of Oman, Arabian
Sea, Suez Canal, Red Sea and Mediterranean Sea and seeing some wonderful
countries, some of which I wouldn’t dream of seeing, it is good to return to
such a happy place such as East Bentleigh Primary. There are too many photos
to share and stories to tell so I will just attach these two: one of the school I
visited in Thailand which is built on water, they even have a basketball court!
And the second of a sunset as we sailed out of Khasab in Oman.
A huge THANK YOU to Jonathan for taking over the admin whilst I was away and
to Molly and Ben for taking over my allotment of teaching between them. I
realise it was a huge task in addition to your their own allotments so many
thanks for their hard work.
As you are aware we have a number of interruptions remaining in the school
calendar for Term 2 and all teachers will be doing their best to accommodate
these with their own schedules and day availabilities.
Please understand that this may result in some lessons being held over
into Term 3 and we thank you in advance for your understanding.

SOIRÉE
Next Thursday 23rd May we are holding a Soirée in the Hall at 6pm. Students
involved in this will
need to be back at school no later than 5:40pm, so that we can tune instruments ready for the
performance to start promptly at 6pm. This is an opportunity for students to present solos and we
look forward to celebrating our students talents.
COMING UP
The next events we will be planning for are Ensemble Week Term 3 and the Steiner Orchestra Concert
Term 4.
As there are changes in availability of space for this year, we may need to make changes to where
and how we run these events - but we will keep you informed and we hope for a positive solution
which allows students to still enjoy the benefit and experience whilst not putting pressure on the rest
of the school.
And as always please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or lesson enquiries.
My email address is: felicitecheine@gmail.com
Felicite Heine - Instrumental Music Coordinator

Parent Information

SPORTS UPDATE Congratulations to all students in Gr 3-6 who competed in the School
Cross Country on Monday 6th May. A great day for racing saw some exceptional efforts including many
personal bests. The final results saw Jacaranda (Blue House) crowned champions on the day.
Results
1st Jacaranda (Blue) - 200
2nd Kurrajong (Yellow)- 162
3rd Banksia (Green) - 145
4th Waratah (Red) - 85
Age Group Champions

9/10 Boys - Rocco M.
9/10 Girls - Delia G.
11 Boys - Sean B.
11 Girls - Freja L.
12/13 Boys - Hunter B.
12/13 Girls - Juliette S.
Selected students went on to complete at the District Cross Country today - Thursday 16th May Results will be published in the Bulletin next week.
John Seeary—PE Teacher

Community Information

Parenting Article

Parenting Article

Parenting Article

HELP!!! - LOST ORTHODIC
If anyone finds an orthotic like the one in the photo,
please contact Naomi on 0415 845 445
Thank you

Advertising
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their
advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to
investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating. Maria Shearn - Principal

