
Principal’s Report   1 – 2 

This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

* Mother’s Day Stall 

* Thank you 

* Working Bee 

* Students Attitude to 

Schools Survey 

* Mid Year Report 

* NAPLAN 

Diary Dates 

**Please Note** Friday 11th May 

Student Free Day - Teacher P.D. Day 

Mon 14th May 

School Council Meeting 7pm 

Mon 14th - Wed 16th May 

Year 4 Camp - Ballarat 

Mon 14th - Wed 16th May 

Year 3 & 5  NAPLAN 

Thur 17th May 

District Cross Country Y3-6 11am-2pm 

Sat 19th May 

Whole School Working Bee 9am-12noon 

EDUCATION WEEK 20th May-27th May 

Open Classes - timetable T.B.A 

Grandparent/Special Friends Morning Tea -      

Wed 23rd May 10:30am 

Prep 2019 - Information Night - Wed 23rd May  

Open Morning - Saturday 26th May 10am-12noon 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MKT - Sat. 26th May 8-12:30pm 

Wed 30th May 

Year 3 Showcase Dinner 6pm 

Tues 5th Jun 

Evening Soiree - Extension Orchestra & Solos 6pm 

Wed 6th Jun 

Open (Yr 4-6) Showcase Dinner 6pm 

Mon 11th June - Queen’s Birthday 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Mon 18th Jun 

School Council Meeting 7pm 

Thurs 21st Jun 

Winter Lantern Festival (Prep-Yr3)  Start 5:15pm 

Fri 22nd Jun & Sat 23rd Jun 

EBPS ART SHOW 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MKT - Sat. 23rd 8-12:30pm 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

There’s great anticipation in the air as we come closer to this year’s Education Week 

and Open Morning which will again this year coincide with our May Bentleigh   

Farmers’ Market. We expect Saturday 26th May to be a very busy day both inside 

the classrooms and outside. I know that the children and teachers are looking      

forward to seeing lots of visitors during the preceding week at our many scheduled 

‘open classes’– we hope you can make it. A timetable of ‘open classes’ will come 

home to you next week. 

Mother’s Day Stall 

There was much excitement today as the children made their selections from the 

lovely range of gifts available. A very big thankyou to all our wonderful volunteers 

who helped all our children make their special purchases for their mums for Mother’s 

Day this Sunday; your efforts in assisting the children with their purchases are much 

appreciated. Special thanks to Kym Mai, Gordana Mrkic, Tash Norman, Sharlene 

Connors and Jan Solomon for being so generous with your time and helping make 

today so special for the children. Extra special thanks to Kym Mai and Gordana 

Mrkic for once again coordinating all the beautiful gifts and organising this special 

event for us. 

I hope all mums enjoy their day on Sunday. Although this day in recent times has 

become very commercialised (who shares with me my distaste for ads spruiking gifts 

worth hundreds of dollars for Mother’s Day?), it can nonetheless be a lovely way to 

pause, reflect and join with our families to celebrate mothers, grandmothers, and 

great grandmothers, by just being together. Our thoughts go out to those who have 

lost their mums since last year. May your happy memories sustain you. 
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FINAL CALL !! 

PLEASE BRING YOUR   

VOUCHERS TO SCHOOL AND 

HAND INTO SCHOOL OFFICE 

THANK YOU! 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout 
Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. 
We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and to Elders 
both past and present. 
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Thank you 

Last Tuesday, I was lucky enough to accompany Grades 1M, 2S, 2D and 2J on an excursion to Healesville Sanctuary. 

We were very lucky with the weather and the children spent a very happy day learning more about Australian        

animals. I would like to thank teachers Jacqui, Dagmar and Jenny, the ES support staff and the many parents who 

came to support the children on the day- we are so lucky at this school to have such fabulous adults always going 

above and beyond for our children. The children were enthusiastic about all they saw and behaved beautifully. I felt 

very proud being in their company. 

 

 

Working Bee 

A reminder that we are calling for all hands on deck from our families on the morning of Saturday 19th   May,  to     

complete some tasks in preparation for our next Farmers’ Market and Open Morning on Saturday 26th May. If you can 

spare even an hour or so, your help will be much appreciated to ensure our school is looking ‘spick and span’ for this 

most important week in our calendar, when we host so many visitors. 

Students Attitude to School Survey  

Each year, the DET issues an Attitudes to School Survey to all Years 4, 5 & 6 students. These surveys are designed to 

identify the positive aspects of school life for students, as well as identifying if there are areas to be considered for  

improvement. Student Engagement and Well-being are at the forefront of our students’ success at school so the 

feedback provided hopefully leads to positive outcomes for the children. Students in Grades 4, 5 and 6 have been 

completing these surveys this week and we look forward to getting the results later in the year.  

Mid-Year Reports 

Class teachers are beginning the process of collecting the necessary data to assist them in the writing of your child’s 

midyear report. These reports will come home with your child on the second last Wednesday of term. Please pencil in 

Monday 25th June to discuss the report with your child’s teacher. Notices to arrange interview times will be sent home 

in the next few weeks. 

NAPLAN  

The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests will be held on Monday 14th Tuesday 15th 

and Wednesday 16th of May. These tests are conducted by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority on  

behalf of the Department of Education. The results of the test provide diagnostic information for parents and teachers 

about a child’s performance in Literacy and Numeracy. This information can be used to support teaching and     

learning programs and improve student achievement. Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal report, 

which will describe your child’s particular skills in reading, writing, language conventions and numeracy at the time of 

taking the test. The information you receive, when balanced with the information we provide to you in assessments 

and reports will be valuable in helping to map your child’s progress. For more information, you can visit the website at 

www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAPLAN site at www.naplan.edu.au.  

Our Year 3 and 5 students will complete these assessments next week. I want to congratulate all our students and 

teachers for their positive and enthusiastic attitude towards them. I was told by a teacher yesterday how excited her 

class was about participating. Our teachers are obviously doing lots of things right to encourage our children to have 

a go and do their best. 

Thought - Wise Words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
http://www.naplan.edu.au


Sue’s News 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Dear Parents and Care-givers, 

With consultation with our Wellbeing Team, I have drafted an Attendance Policy that is on the website for 

you to comment on. If you have any comments or something you would like to see added to this policy 

please email me – Sue Jackson on jackson.susan.s@edumail.vic.gov.au  

One of the Appendices of this policy is information for parents about attendance at school, as set out by 

DET – Department of Education and Training. I have added it below. 

 

Attendance Policy for Parents - by the Department of Education 
 

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at school every day.  

We want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students coming to school 

each and every day. 

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and affects their educational      

outcomes.   

 

School Supports 

The school has a wellbeing team who can support you and your child to ensure they attend school on 

time every day. 

Notifying the school of an absence 

School attendance is mandated under the Education Training and Reform Act 2006. It is the          

responsibility of parents/carers to ensure their child regularly attends school.  

Parents must contact the school to provide an explanation on the day of the student absence by 

phone or email to class teacher or office, otherwise the school will contact you that day to seek a 

reason for the absence.  

If no contact can be made with you or your emergency contacts the absence will be recorded as 

an unexplained absence and also be noted in your child’s file. You can contact the classroom 

teacher at any time with either a verbal or written explanation for your child’s absence.  

Acceptable reasons for an absence 

The main reasons for absence are: 

Sickness  

We understand that at times your child may become unwell. It is vital that they’re only away on the days 

they are genuinely sick. Setting good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big 

difference. 

Family Holidays  

It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays and not during the term.  Any holidays during 

school time must be approved by the Principal in advance. An application form will be provided by the 

classroom teacher or at the administration office. (see Attendance Policy – Appendix B) 

What are unexplained or unapproved absences?  

The Principal will approve or not approve any absence on a case-by-case basis.  

The teacher will record an absence as ‘unexplained’ if no explanation about the absence is given to 

the school.  

Unacceptable reasons for allowing a child to stay home from school, include; completing adult duties 

such as child-minding and interpreting, keeping an adult company, visiting friends and relatives, shopping 

trips and birthdays. 

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as 

possible. 

 

Department Guidelines 

For more information and resources relating to attendance please visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx  
 

 

EVERYDAY COUNTS 

LEARNING STARTS AT 9AM 

ATTEND TODAY ACHIEVE TOMORROW 

LET US KNOW IF YOUR CHILD IS AWAY 

mailto:jackson.susan.s@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx


***INVITATION*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 
 

WELLBEING in Prep H 
As part of our Personal and Social Awareness program in Prep H we have been learning to understand that there are 
many different types of families and the children have been sharing stories about their families. We have been talking 
about some of the ways we feel in different situations and learning some new vocabulary to describe our own and other 
people’s emotions.  

 

“The best thing about my family is….” Quotes from children around the text?? 

Bastien - “I like going on adventures with my dad.” 

Healey – “I have my dog in my family and he follows me everywhere I go.” 

Goldie – “My Dad and I take my dog to the park and she runs after the ball.  My dog’s name is Rosie. She fetches the 
ball and sometimes she even goes in the pool to get the ball.” 

Max – “I have a baby sister called Rosie – she watches when I play with my cars.” 

Jarvis – “We like to go camping.” 

Jamie – “My family is my mum and my dad and my brother.  We go to the museum with rides. My Grandpa lives in my 
house too” 

Cain – “My daddy fixes cars.” 

Imogen – “When we play outside in the back yard with my dog.” 

Evelyn – “My kitten always purrs on me when it wants to sleep on my lap.” 

Melina – “When my brother plays with me at Lego but sometimes he plays on the computer.” 

Ginger – “My favourite time is when me and Lenny have a bath with Otis.” 

 

On Wednesday, we were lucky enough to have a visit from Ginger’s mum Fiona and Ginger’s baby brother Otis.  The  
children were delighted when Ginger and Fiona gave Otis a bath and massage in the classroom. The children were asked, 
“How do you think Otis feels when he is having his bath?  

“He is happy because he is smiling.”  “He feels relaxed”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 

 

Parent Information  



Parent Information 

Message from the Eco-Team - Environmental Issue No. 2 

 

 

 

HELP OUR SCHOOL WIN A                                    

COMMUNITY GARDEN! 

Our school is competing in the Colgate Community Garden Challenge. 

The schools that collects the most oral care waste and online votes can win a     

community garden! ! 

Vote for us online and track our school’s ranking at: 

Terracycle.com.au/colgategardenvoting 

 

We collect any brand of used - 

 

Toothpaste tubes and caps,  

 

floss containers,  

 

 

 

    toothbrushes,  

 

 

empty toothbrush and toothpaste packaging 

 



Parent Information 

Music News 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

By now you should be aware that East Bentleigh P.S. has been allocated 5 million dollars towards a new 
Performing Arts Centre. We are thrilled with the news and are discussing ways to provide an Arts      
education for all students at East Bentleigh P.S. and we look forward to seeing the artistic talents of all 
students continue to be strengthened through this wonderful new facility. 

Next week is a very busy week with Grade 4 Camp and NAPLAN. Please be aware that we will be trying 
our best to teach around these interruptions as well as the specialist program. If we are unable to teach 
your child during this week please understand that we will make up that lesson as soon as possible and 
we thank you in advance for your understanding. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

In Education Week, Thursday 24th May, the Extension Orchestra will be performing for the Senior    
Citizens at 2:30pm in the Hall. They will be performing a varied program including some of the pieces 
that we are working on for the end of the year.  

 

On Tuesday the 5th of June we have a Soirée at 6pm. Please be in touch with your child’s music teacher 
if you would like your child to perform. We would love to see students showcasing their talents and all 
students and parents are welcome to attend to support their peers. 

 

MUSIC RESOURCES 

 

As well as the Google Drive Music folder, I have purchased a Schools subscription to 8notes. 

8notes has a wide variety of music of all genres for all instruments and students are encouraged to 
spend some time looking through and printing music to supplement what their teachers set.  

 

Login details are as follows. 

 

Username: felicitecheine@gmail.com 

Password: MusicRocks2018  

 

 

We hope that this encourages your students to become self motivated with their learning and if your 
student finds something they enjoy playing it will inspire them to practice more. 

 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to email me felicitecheine@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:felicitecheine@gmail.com
mailto:felicitecheine@gmail.com


Community Information 

A BIG SHOUT OUT! 

Thank you to Karen and her team at Bentleigh Hodges for supporting 

our school in so many ways.  They have kindly donated items for our 

Mother’s and Father’s Day stalls, sold lots of our school Cookbooks,       

donated many billboards advertising events for our school and very kindly 

distributed thousands of flyers promoting our all important farmers’ 

market.  Thank you so much - we really appreciate your community spirit. 



Parenting Article 


