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This week in the Principal’s Report the
following topics are covered:
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* EBPS vision
* School Council Elections

* Punctuality
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SCHOOL VISION:
East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting, child-focused

* Volunteers

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are

* Contact Information

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the

* Accidents/Accident Cover

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident
individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live.

*** WELCOME BBQ ***
Tuesday 12th Feb.
5pm-7pm
All are welcome.
Please RSVP to school office
for catering.
Diary Dates
Friday 8th Feb
PASTA FRIDAY begins!
Year 5 - Summer Sport Lightning P/Ship
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Hello everyone,
Welcome all to our first full newsletter of the year.
Your children and their teachers are settling well into the routines of school, with
specialist classes having started this week. As I write this I can hear the excited
squeals of delight as our 3 Foundation class children get to know one another during
outside ‘shed’ play. Yesterday I spent the afternoon at Rye beach with our Year 6
students having a great beach day as part of their camp experience. What fun
they were all having. It was such a pleasure also to witness our Grade 3’s enter the
kitchen for their first cooking class, listening excitedly to Nikki’s welcome to this new
aspect of their program, which I’m sure will be a highlight of the school week. Our 3
Foundation classes are so settled it looks like they’ve been at school for ages not the
scant few days they have been.

Monday 11th Feb
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 7pm
Tuesday 12th Feb
SUSHI TUESDAY begins!
Welcome BBQ/Picnic 5pm-7pm
Monday 18th Feb & Tuesday 18th Feb
Information Nights / Interviews - see notice
Tuesday 19th Feb - Friday 1st Mar
Year 3-4 Swimming Program (9 days)
Saturday 23rd Feb
Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 8am-12:30pm
Monday 4th Mar - Friday 15th Mar
Year 1-2 Swimming Program (9 days)
Tuesday 5th Mar
MPSSA Swimming Carnival Yr. 3-6
Monday 11th Mar
LABOUR DAY - PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Monday 18th Mar
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 7pm
Saturday 23rd Mar
Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 8am-12:30pm
Wednesday 27th Mar - Friday 29th Mar
Year 3 - Camp ‘Wombat Corner”
Wednesday 3rd April
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY

Parent Communication
For new parents to our school I will explain the difference between a bulletin and a
newsletter. A fortnightly newsletter is produced every alternate Thursday.
Occasionally it does not get sent home until Friday - for a variety of reasons. This
newsletter outlines past and future happenings in the school in an attempt to keep
parents informed as fully as possible about what is happening at our school. On
alternate weeks a briefer news bulletin is distributed. All communications home will
include a term calendar which is updated regularly.
In order to be waste-wise we will be sending our newsletter out electronically to our
families, as well as placing it on our website each week. This method has the
advantage of ensuring newsletters don’t get lost on the way home.
A small number of paper copies of the newsletter will be available from the office.
Please let us know if you wish to receive a ‘hard copy’. Reading our weekly
communication will help to keep you informed and it will answer many of your
questions. We are frequently phoned and asked questions that would not need to
have been asked if the school’s communications had been read. It is a parental
responsibility as a partner in your child’s education that you make yourself aware of
what is going on by reading the newsletters.
Continued next page………………...
East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures
and to Elders both past and present.

Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn
In our newsletters I frequently write about important things for parents to remember and / or make some requests for
help. Much time and effort goes into the production of this communication tool so I urge you all to take full
advantage of it. Should you have the need to contact me directly on any matter my e-mail address is
shearn.maria.d@edumail.vic.gov.au .
Class teachers have/ will also send home a class letter to parents which will outline more specific information about
class happenings.
EBPS School Vision
It is worth remembering our school vision at this time - (It is printed at the top of each of our newsletters). It is this vision
that drives our staff at EBPS each day in the work that we do with your child/ren.
East Bentleigh PS is blessed with a committed and hardworking teaching team and well supported by our caring
support staff.
We have very high expectations of our students - but no higher than we have for ourselves. These high expectations
are central to our individual and school success. Work hard and you will reap the benefits.
I’d like to reiterate my sincere thanks to the many people who worked hard over the holiday period to ensure our
school was ready for our start this year, people who watered our gardens regularly; mowed lawns; those who helped
to prepare classrooms and lastly but by no means least the teachers, many of whom spent many hours of their holiday
time preparing their rooms and programs for our first day. Many thanks to our fabulous cleaners Manuel and Giselle for
ensuring that along with a freshening up of our external paintwork has made our lovely school look sparkling.
What a fantastic collective effort!
School Council Elections
Nominations are now open for three parent vacancies on our school council. If you are an enthusiastic parent
interested in getting more involved and having a say in what our school is doing, or know someone who is, we would
love to hear from you. We are looking for people who are committed to improving the educational outcomes for all
our students.
Effective councils have a broad range of experience, skills and expertise. Face-to-face and online training is also available to help councillors develop the skills and knowledge for the job. Parents find their involvement satisfying and may
also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
For more information on what's involved, see: Parent Participation at School on the Department of Education an d
Training website. Nominations close on Friday 15th February, 2019 and forms are available from school reception.
Punctuality
How does being late for school impact on your child’s learning?
Good punctuality and consistent attendance is essential for all children if they are to achieve their full potential
academically and develop employment and life skills. Children arriving late to class often miss important learning
opportunities as well as messages and information. Students who arrive late to lessons are likely to miss the teacher’s
introduction when the aims of the lesson and learning objectives are explained and task instructions given. This hinders
the child’s understanding of the lesson and affects progress. In all cases, a child arriving late interrupts the lesson,
disrupting teaching and learning for all.
At EBPS each morning at 8:50am music will play over the loudspeakers. This is everyone’s cue to make their way to
their class’s designated line up area. Teachers will meet their class by 8:55am and immediately bring their classes
inside, where children will be ready for instruction to begin promptly at 9:00am. Children’s class time at school is
precious as I’m sure you will agree, so I urge you all to support our efforts to maintain punctuality at our school. Please
understand if your child’s teacher can only have a brief chat to you in the morning as their first focus is to bring the
class together.
At recess and lunch break times the music will play at the 5 minute mark in order to ‘cue’ the children to make their
way promptly to line.
At the end of the day, class teachers will escort their classes out to their designated area ready to be collected by
parents. Please do not come into the corridors to wait outside your child’s classroom. Congestion inside is unsafe as
well as very disruptive to children still inside classrooms and makes orderly movement by classes returning to their
rooms very difficult.
Check out the Parenting article further on in this newsletter to see a checklist on how you can help your child or
children be on time. Your child’s future depends on you helping them to develop healthy life long habits.
Sunsmart
Please help your child to be sunsmart by making sure she/he has a hat at school. Children who do not
wear their hats will be directed to remain on the hall deck for the entire break time.
Staff Car Park/ Dropping Children Off
The second reminder is about dropping children off and / or picking children up out the front of the school. There are
times and areas where you may park, and there are times and areas where you may not. If you need to stop even for
only ten minutes, it is a good idea to park in one of the local side streets. People who do just stop and then move off
again quickly, do need to have the places to do so, such as our “Kiss ‘n’ Go” area.
Continued next page………………...

Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn
Please do not use up these spaces if you have to leave your car. For one thing you could be booked, for another it is
not fair to those people who are in a hurry. If you use the Kiss and Go area to drop off your child, remember that you
may not leave your car at any time and stop for only 2 mins. Also please remember that the staff car park is for staff
only - it is not a dropping off or picking up area.
Welcome to 2019 BBQ/Picnic
A reminder that we will be holding a Welcome BBQ/picnic dinner on Tuesday February 12th from 5-7pm. BYO picnic
rugs/baskets etc- we will supply the sausages/vegie burgers (gold coin donation). All are welcome. Please RSVP by
tomorrow for catering purposes.
School Uniform
A reminder that all children are expected to attend school in correct school uniform on all days unless advised for a
special event. A copy of our uniform policy is available on our website. The uniform shop opens regularly on Tuesday
and Friday mornings before school for your convenience. You are also able to place an order / pay for uniform - your
order will be sent home with your child or can be collected from the office. Please don’t hesitate to call the office
should you have any questions.
Volunteers Welcome
We need parents (or grandparents etc.) with time to help in our school. (Garden and Kitchen helpers, Literacy
support, Farmers’ Market etc.) Each newsletter will be asking for help with something, so if you can’t help right now
perhaps you can later on.
Contact Information
Parents please let us know if any information about home phone numbers, work phone numbers or emergency
contact numbers have changed. It can be very frustrating to try to contact the parents or the person / people listed
as the emergency contact/s when children are ill at school only to find the numbers we are ringing are no longer
correct.
Accidents and Accident Cover
Children will always have accidents. As much as we try to prevent them, they are an unfortunate fact of life. It goes
without saying that as parents you will be most concerned about your child/ren’s wellbeing and recovery.
Whilst most medical costs are refundable by Medicare, it can come as a nasty shock when some bills arrive, that some
expenses are not covered by Medicare or private medical insurance. For example, did you know that if an
ambulance is called for your child, that you the parent must meet the expense?
Ambulance insurance is paid by many families as part of risk management for their families. Children’s Accident
Insurance is also an attractive option for families. With some of these schemes children are covered 24 hours per day
anywhere in the world, not just while they are at school.
The Department of Education and Training does not hold accident insurance for school students. DET has provided
the following information to share with our families:
Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of medical
expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance. Whilst DET cannot advise you on whether to purchase
a student accident policy or which policy to purchase, it is recommended that you seek assistance in this matter with
your insurance broker or find a suitable personal accident insurer in the Yellow Pages or online.

** Thought **

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal

Sue’s News

Parent Information

Music News
Dear Parents,
I hope that everyone has had a smooth start to 2019. We have had a few changes and additions to our
team for 2019.
After several years at East Bentleigh Primary, our Violin and Viola teacher Michael Webb has taken a
position at the Riverina Conservatorium in Wagga Wagga and is having a complete scene change for 2019.
We will be sad to see him leave the team but wish him all the best in his new position.
In the short time we had before the start of Term 1 we were fortunate to find Molly Kennedy-Moore who
has taken Michael’s students. Molly is an excellent musician, teacher and vibrant personality who has
come from Brisbane and now calls Melbourne home.
We also welcome back Ben Spiers who assisted with Ensemble Week last year to great acclaim from
students and staff and he is now coming in to teach regularly on Mondays.
Thankfully there has been no change to Jonathan our wonderful Cello teacher and again we welcome him
back for another wonderful year.
I hope that all being well our new music teachers become permanent staff for years to come.
CONTACT
If you need to get in contact with us our email addresses and teaching days are as follows:
Felicite Heine - felicitecheine@gmail.com - Everyday
Jonathan Tosio - jonathan.tosio@gmail.com - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
Molly Kennedy Moore - mollykm95@gmail.com - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
Ben Spiers - benspiers07@gmail.com - Monday
There will be a few changes due to re-timetabling around special activities at the school and staff absence
but as we have a larger team this year if we are going to be absent for a period of time we will make sure
that our allotments are covered by the other teachers.
PAPERLESS COMMUNICATION
I have made sure that all our music teachers have access to their students parent/guardian email
addresses.
Communication is a huge part of allowing us to make sure that your students are on track and to assist
parents with helping their students at home. Especially our new Grade 3 parents who may or may not
know how to assist with practice we encourage you to write to us, please remember any question is a
legitimate question and we will get back to you as soon as we can.
ENSEMBLES
We have a Cello ensemble which is run by Jonathan afterschool on Tuesday’s 3:45 - 4:30pm. All Cellists
are welcome and encouraged to join in. Please contact Jonathan if you have any questions.
Extension Orchestra will be held after school on Thursdays again this year 3:45 - 4:30pm. We hold
auditions for this ensemble so please contact your child’s individual lesson teacher if you would like your
child to audition. Auditions will be held at lunchtime on Thursday 21st February and the first rehearsal will
be on Thursday 28th February.
GUITAR and PIANO LESSONS
We also welcome another member to our Music Team, Matt Moras who will be teaching Guitar and Piano
on Mondays. Thank you to those parents who showed their interest so that we can start external lessons
in 2019.
If you would like to sign up for these lessons, Matt’s email address is matt.moras@me.com
Alternatively you can email Ann (school office) or myself and we will forward your details on.
OTHER LESSONS 2019
I would love to start other instrumental lessons after school, so please email me felicitecheine@gmail.com
with instruments you would like offered at East Bentleigh PS. If we get enough interest in a particular
instrument we will look into getting a teacher in and let you know.

Parent / Community Information

HELP WANTED!
Looking for a walk home from school buddy
We live on the other side of South Road just behind Holmesglen.
My daughter Year 5 would like to walk home Monday and Friday after school.
We were wondering if anyone was heading that way would like to walk with her?
The South Road intersection is a bit of a hazard to navigate on her own. Contact Sandra: 0423 486 798

Car Pool from Highett/Sandringham /Hampton
Dear Parents, I am looking to chat with any parents who are interested
in car-pooling from Highett (Gilarth street) for our child in 5C.
Please contact Liz on 0406 474 261 if this may work for you.

Parent / Community Information

Parenting Article

Parenting Article

Advertising
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their
advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to
investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating. Maria Shearn - Principal
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