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This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

*  10 yr Anniversary - Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt 

*  Volunteer Parents 

* Kiss and Go Area 

* Woodworking Classes 

* Time In Lieu Teachers VGSA  

*  CSEF 

*  Student Free Day - Mon. 27th Feb 

* Free Parent Webinar 

* Fizz Kids 

 

Diary Dates 

Swimming 7 day program                    

Years 3/4 starts Monday 20th Feb         

Years 1/2 starts Thurs 2nd Mar 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Market                                  

Saturday 25th February 

STUDENT FREE DAY - (no school)             

Staff PD– Berry St. - MONDAY 27TH FEB 

District Swimming - GESAC Yr3-6           

Mon 6th March 

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY -             

Monday 13th March 

Healesville Excursion - Class 2A/12H/12P 

Thurs 16th March 

NAPLAN-Yrs 3 + 5 - Wed 15th - Fri 17th Mar  

Year 5/6 Merricks Camp                                  

Wed 22nd Mar - Fri 24th Mar 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Market                                  

Saturday 25th March 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY - Wed 29th Mar 

Last Day Term 1 - Thurs 6th April            

Early finish at 2:30pm 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello all, 

On Saturday 25th February we will be celebrating the 10th Anniversary of our          

wonderful BFM (Bentleigh Farmers’ Market) and I can’t help but reflect how quickly 

those ten years have flown past. The genesis of the market came largely from 2 very 

passionate parents at the time; Rachel Carey and Sarah Miller who not only had the 

seeds of the idea but who, with the support of many others, worked extremely hard 

in the planning stages to make the idea a reality- one that has lasted 10 years so far. 

I am grateful for the trust and support of the school council at the time when the 

idea was brought to them to take at the time without any guarantee of success.  

Our school is greatly indebted to all those many parents and community members 

who have worked so hard to maintain the success of this extremely important    

community cultural event at our school over the years. In the words of Denise 

McDonough, (ex-parent whose 5 children were educated at EBPS and who has 

been the coordinator of the set-up crew for much of the time): 
What an achievement. 10 years of getting up at the crack of dawn, flooding Facebook, pulling the family in 
to help out with a lean month, cooking sausages outside of hours, planning social media posts to pop out 
over time to catch people's eye, putting up signs, clearing out the store room - yet again, altering websites, 
chasing up rubbish bins, putting out 'fires' (such as electrical failures or muddy ovals - must add shovelling 
mulch here!), washing cups, interrupting Saturdays in the middle of the day, and all the other things we've 
been up to consistently, month in month out.  
The school has greatly benefited from our collective efforts and I'd like to take a moment to appreciate 
Rachel Carey and Sarah Miller for their impetus and hard work getting this up and running, with the     
support of Maria. It was a visionary and brave move. So, thank you.  
We've been lucky to have had Geoff's knowledge and input over the years. And there have been significant 
others who have put in consistent effort to keep things going, including Ofer Fridberg and Heidi on the 
market set-up side of things, and Simon Berhang, Sue Jackson, Sandra Zylberlicht and Maria on the BBQ. 
There have been people behind the scenes working on the website and social media, with special thanks 
owed to the long-term efforts of Malcolm, Sharlene and Ann. Jane Keen has also been a reliable          
contributor, attending most markets in a voluntary capacity on her day off to manage the money, even 
coming back to help out after retiring. Heidi's efforts with the volunteers and community groups has kept 
the market sustainable all these years.  

Denise and husband Malcolm are ‘retiring’ from their volunteer positions after this 

market, a good 6 years after their youngest child’s journey to Secondary College - 

Wattle is now in Year 12! 

We owe them a great debt of gratitude for their ongoing support. Now it’s up to our 

current parent community to take up the reins of this most valuable event in the life 

of our school. I encourage you all to consider how you can support us in maintaining 

the life of our BFM.  

      Continued next page………….. 

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   

Reporting Student  

Absences 

 

 

 

Please remember to let the school know 

about any student absences by logging 

into COMPASS and entering an           

attendance note Thank you 

BREAKFAST CLUB  

8:15am-8:45am 

Children must arrive before 8:30am 

in order to be served                 

breakfast in time. 

There are some Grab ‘n Go items and 

fruit if students arrive after 8:30am 

Please email Christine if your child has any         

food allergies 

christine.kennedy@education.vic.gov.au 

Thank you 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the 
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures and to Elders both past and present. 
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Volunteer Parents 

A reminder to all our parent volunteers that anyone working with pur students in any capacity is required to have a 

current WWCC. Anyone working onsite is also required to read through our ‘Volunteer Induction Handbook’. We also 

have produced a short ‘Child Safe’ training module for volunteers which all volunteers are required to view and sign 

off on. The sign off will be included in the ‘Induction Handbook’. The Child Safe training module is a new requirement 

to ensure all adults working with our children are fully aware of their obligations. We thank you for your co-operation in 

this endeavour.   

 

Kiss and Go Area  

Thank you to all the parents using this area so well so far this year. Please remember that it 

isn’t a ‘sit and wait’ spot, rather a ‘zip in and out’ spot to ease the inevitable traffic             

congestion that is so common around our schools. It is absolutely not a ‘leave your car to 

walk your child to the gate’ spot. 

 

Woodworking Classes  

It was lovely to welcome back onsite our volunteer woodworking teacher Michael Zeeng, 

whose program for selected senior students began today. The students involved can        

practice many required lifelong social and technical skills under Michael’s patient tutelage. 

Their efforts culminate in several finished products; some for themselves and others for our 

school environment. I am looking forward to watching everyone’s progress.    

 

TIME IN LIEU FOR TEACHERS- The VGSA Agreement 

The new VGSA (Victorian Government Schools Agreement) states that when teachers are required for duties after 

hours, that time is to be given back to them as time in lieu. Furthermore, the time in lieu should (where possible) be 

acquitted within a fortnight of the duty.  

For our school, this means we will be minimising the number of activities held outside school hours where teachers are 

required to attend. For example, Class Information were held on 13th and 14th  February, and the student led           

conferences later in the year will be held during the school day with the last conference concluding at 5:00pm. 

When it comes to teacher attendance at activities outside the normal school day, for example camps, the Union is in 

negotiations with DET (Department of Education and Training) regarding how this will be managed. Additionally we 

will work through our own school’s consultative committee to discuss arrangements. 

 

CSEF  

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 

activities. If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health 

Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a       

special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. Payment amounts this year are $125 for       

eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, 

excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. If you would like to apply for the first time, please        

contact the school office on 9570-3525 and ask for an application form. You can also download the form from our 

website via this link: https://www.eastbentleighps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2022_csef_application_form.pdf 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as    

possible.  

 

Reminder-Student Free Day- Monday 27th February- Berry Street Education Model 

A reminder that our staff will be engaged in the third of four workshops designed and presented by Berry Street        

Educators.  No students are required to attend on this day.  In 2022 our staff were taken through 2 workshops, the first 

entitled ‘Body’ and the second on ‘Relationships’. At our next workshop we will be 

working through the concepts of Stamina and Engagement. 

 

Webinar for Prep parents - Managing Big Feelings 

A reminder that this webinar for our newer parents is fast approaching.                          

I encourage you all to put the date in your diaries.  

Presenter: Carley McGauran 

Date: Wednesday 8 March 

Time: 7.30pm (75 min) 

Here is the link to register for the webinar : 

bit.ly/bigfeelings2023       

If you are unable to attend that night, I encourage you to still register as once you 

have registered (with an email address and name), you will be emailed a link to the 

webinar. You will also receive reminder emails. The following day, you will receive a 

link to access the replay which can be accessed for 30 days. 

     

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailtrack.io%2Ftrace%2Flink%2F9a99f7b9d4230031a6e712b3620980a40fd8baad%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fbit.ly%252Fbigfeelings2023%26userId%3D6242814%26signature%3D6c28afd2ff865105%26i%3Dec36e636-c20
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Fizz Kids 

We are seeking expressions of interest from our families about running an afternoon Science Club. 

Our Fizz Kids Science Club would run from 3:30pm and goes for an hour and 10 minutes.  

The program offers children the chance to get hands-on with science and make weekly science                               

experiments. The program was created by Primary School teachers and Scientists, is aligned with the Victorian         

curriculum and is designed to complement the children’s learning at school. We use the 5E's of Science- Engage,    

Explore, Explain, Elaborate, and Evaluate. Engaging children while they not only learn but have fun while doing so! To 

give you an idea of how the program works, you can find more information HERE  

The cost for the full term is $216. Please advise via email if you would be interested in pursuing this further. We are     

currently waiting on a date for a free trial, so watch this space! 

 

Finally - Parents, if you have any worries about anything to do with school and your class teacher is busy or can’t 

seem to help for any reason, please come and talk to me or to Sue Jackson our Assistant Principal. Our doors are    

always open (unless we are already dealing with another person) and we will always drop what we are doing if      

possible to deal with anyone who comes to see us. If you can’t wait until we are free, then you can always make an 

appointment with Ann to catch us as soon as we are able. Alternatively, if you would prefer direct contact, our email 

addresses are maria.Shearn@education.vic.gov.au & Susan.Jackson@education.vic.gov.au  

I ask that parents refrain from contacting other parents in the ‘heat of the moment’ if an incident occurs at school 

involving your child. When reporting things that have happened at school young children often give their personal 

view, (they can do nothing else), of the incident, which can in many instances give parents only a part of the picture. 

As experienced educators we know that there are always many layers to a story and these need to o be investigated 

in order to understand and deal with appropriately. I thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  

 
 

**Thought ** 

 
 

 

**A reminder to parents that when shopping at our Thursday Market - please try to bring small change and 

small notes. We do not carry as much cash as we used to and breaking $100 and $50 notes is very         

difficult for our student helpers to manage. Thanks for your understanding. 

 

 

Until next time - Maria Shearn Principal   
 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffizzkidz.com.au%2Fschool-science%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ceast.bentleigh.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C738498ca8e9a4a40ec0b08db153044af%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638127069269874871%7C
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffizzkidz.com.au%2Fschool-science%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ceast.bentleigh.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C738498ca8e9a4a40ec0b08db153044af%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638127069269874871%7C
mailto:maria.shearn@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:Susan.Jackson@education.vic.gov.au


Parent Information 

Literacy @ East Bentleigh PS 
 

 
By Leanne Jacobs - Relief Classroom Teacher for 4T 



Parent Information 

Maths at EBPS 

 

Maths in 1/2 P 
We played a game with skip counting, every third person had to clap but if they were too slow or didn’t clap, they 

had to sit down. Simon won! It was a very fun game. 

 

Next we got a 100 chart and we put clear counters on numbers 3-99. We saw diagonal patterns – the top to the left 

and the bottom to the right.  Then we did the same in 2’s and we saw straight line patterns – one line with counters 

and the next line without counters. We liked them both. From Toby and Guy 1/2 P 

 

Maths in 1/2H 
 

What are you learning about in Maths?   

Maelie: Patterns like circular patterns and skip counting. Also, odds and 

evens. 

Lucca: Counting by patterns and we are learning about number lines and 

skip counting. We also learnt about Think Boards, to show numbers in different 

ways. 

Why are you learning that?  

Maelie: To make counting easier.  

Lucca: It helps us count and because patterns are all around us.  

How is it going? 

Maelie: I think it’s going really well, I feel like I am learning a lot. 

Lucca: It is going good and getting easier with practice. But it also gets a little 

harder which helps us learn. 

What are you enjoying most in Maths?  

Maelie: Patterns and numbers are my favourite. 

Lucca: I agree, I like patterns and numbers too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
By Bill Portelli Classroom Teacher 12P & Amanda Hooper-Duffy Classroom Teacher 12H 



Wellbeing at EBPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Andrea Smith - Classroom Teacher 56S 

Parent Information 



Garden News 

What a productive month in gardening so far this year! Students have harvested plums,       

nectarines, apples and pears for desserts in kitchen. We've harvested grapes which were     

drying in the hothouse for sultanas. 

To improve our soils water holding ability as our rain tanks are dry, we've added 4 bays of   

compost into our garden beds (hot work shovelling by hand) and this has enabled quick   

planting of some autumn/winter crops like peas, broad beans, silverbeet, wombok, spring    

onions, along with some late summer quick growers like basil, parsley and lettuces. Adding a thick layer of sugarcane 

mulch will trap the moisture in the soil and keep roots cool. Our super responsible Environment Leaders have been a 

great help watering these young plants and our fruit trees on days I'm not at school. Thank you to these students! 

 

We've netted tomatoes which will ripen soon in this hot weather and soon our olive tree will be netted to keep the 

birds off before harvest. Looks like a bumper crop this year! We’ve planted "Ava" an avocado tree in our meeting  

circle, and she's already taller than some other Ava's in our school at only 3 years old. We won't get fruit for another 2 

years or more but one day we'll be collecting bucketloads of avocados for kitchen cooking classes. 

 

Garden students have taken to gardening like a duck to water, learning safety first, working as a team, which tool is 

used for what task, how to sequence tasks, and slowing down to nature time to do a careful job correctly the first 

time. Look at how well they can plant seeds, use cutting tools for compost and complete a job like sifting clean sand 

back into the sandpit! Some students have been so eager and happy with newfound skills that they continue at    

playtime helping me in the garden.  

 

Our chickens are being well looked after by students and families volunteering on days I'm not 

at school and we've been getting loads of eggs. Amelia is a preppie who's been visiting the 

chooks almost daily to cuddle, feed and collect eggs, what a nature warrior! Thank you all for 

your help, and see you in the garden! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pascale Jacq - Gardening Specialist 

Parent Information 
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Melbourne Football Club visitors 

 
Some lucky students were able to meet some AFL players in P.E this week. Jake Lever 

James Harmes, Trent Rivers, Daniel Turner and Blake Howes from the Melbourne Football 

Club entertained the students with some fun facts about their lives as sport stars. The 

players conducted a skills session for the preps and a goal kicking competition for the 

Grade 5/6 students.  

Mega fans Blake (1/2P) and Charlie (PM) were lucky to receive a signed football and 

jumper off the players.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By John Seeary - PE Teacher 
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Advertising 
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not 

endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 


