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This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

* Student Leaders & School Tours 

* Student Leaders Assembly  

*  Kiss and Go Area 

*  Sunsmart 

*  Sushi 

*  Webinar for parents  

*  CSEF 

*  Any parent concerns……. 

 

Diary Dates 

Swimming Program Yr 3-4 (9 days)-

Tues 15th Feb - Fri 25th Feb 

Swimming Trials Yr3-6 - Tues 22nd 

Feb 

Swimming Program Yr 1-2 (9 days)-

Tues 1st Mar - Fri 11th Mar 

Year 6 Camp - 15th Mar - 18th Mar 

School Photo Day - Wednesday 

30th March 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

All signs point to a very productive and busy school year ahead, beginning last week 

with our special ‘Badge Presentation Assembly for our 2022 student leaders.           

Although we have in the past conducted this as a whole school event at the end of 

this year, due to COVIDsafe practices, the assembly was limited to our senior         

students and conducted outside under our ‘welcome tree’. It was wonderful to see 

so many parents join us to share in this very special event for our senior students. This 

week we have held our Class Information Nights, and swimming for Years 3 and 4’s. 

In a couple of weeks the 1’s and 2’s will have their swimming program. Lunchtime 

soccer has also begun as have school tours for prospective families and the          

afterschool programs of Chess on Tuesdays and Art Classes with Yaz on            

Wednesdays. We also held our first school council meeting of the year this week. All 

very positive signs of a new normal year. 

Our staggered drop offs in the mornings and pick-ups at night have very quickly   

developed a smooth rhythm. I appreciate your efforts to move on quickly after     

collecting your children. I sincerely appreciate parents’ understanding of the        

operational difficulties of students and parents entering and exiting the school and 

we all appreciate your patience. Despite the obvious challenges of embedding our 

new COVID safe normal, our students have had a wonderful start. 

I congratulate staff, students, and parents on the extremely successful                   

commencement to 2022. Parents you have all prepared your children well for the 

new school year.  

The Prep students have settled in “like ducks to water” and their parents have coped 

very well also, despite the lack of the usual extensive transition process in 2021.  

The Prep teachers are very enthusiastic and excited at the prospect of teaching this 

new group of vibrant and keen students. Our skilled and devoted staff worked 

steadily during the break, planning, and preparing for the return of those who define 

our purpose. I know we will make this school year one of growth and achievement 

for all students.  

We all hope that the 2022 school year will be the most engaging, inspiring, reward-

ing, and memorable year that we can make it. 

Student Leaders and School Tours 

The first of our tours for prospective parents took place on Wednesday this week. I’d 

like to congratulate and thank our student leaders who were active and articulate in 

their responses to the questions of the visitors to our school.  Maddy and Michael 

were fantastic advocates for our school throughout the tour. Well done and thank 

you to our student leaders.   Continued next page…………. 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the 
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures and to Elders both past and present. 

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   

Reporting Student    

Absences 

Please remember to let the 

school know by 9am if your 

child will be absent. 

Please call or email the school 

office on  Ph: 9570 3525 Email: 
east.bentleigh.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

You must also provide a       

reason for the absence so that 

we can accurately record it.  

**A signed note by you is also 

required - to be handed to the 

class teacher for each          

absence. Thank you 

BREAKFAST CLUB IS 

BACK! 

 

8:15am-8:45am 

in the PAC. 

 

Children must arrive before 

8:30am in order to be served 

breakfast in time. 

 

Please email Jane if your child 

has any food allergies 

jane.ross@education.vic.gov.au 
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Student Leaders Presentation Assembly 

Last Friday we presented all our 2022 School Leaders with their special leadership badges. We look forward to seeing 

them all grow in their new roles as School Captains, House Captains, Environmental Team Leaders and Digital        

Technology Leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kiss and Go Area  

Thank you to all the parents using this area so well so far this year. Please remember that it isn’t a ‘sit and wait’ spot, 

rather a ‘zip in and out’ spot to ease the inevitable traffic congestion that is so common around our schools. It is     

absolutely not a ‘leave your car to walk your child to the gate’ spot. 

 

Sunsmart  

Thank you to parents who have been so diligent in ensuring that their child/children not only has a hat at school but is 

encouraged to wear it before going outside. It really helps the teachers with this message when it is so obviously    

reinforced at home. 

 

Sushi 

Unfortunately our sushi lunch supplier is unable to provide this service in Term 1 due to staff shortages. They are hoping 

to be back to normal by Term 2. 

 

Webinar for parents 

I remind our junior school parents that the second free workshop 

on Managing Big Feelings is coming up soon. Please put this 

date in your diaries. As our school is part of the SaGE Network 

(Stonnington and Glen Eira), we have booked Marty and Carly 

McGauran from Inform and Empower to deliver parent         

webinars once per term on a variety of  subjects. Look out in 

future newsletter for details of our next offering.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Continued next page…………. 
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CSEF 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 

activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card 

or  Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special            

consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to 

use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9570-3525 and ask for an application 

form.  You can also download the form from our website via this link: 

https://www.eastbentleighps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2022_csef_application_form.pdf Check with the school office if 

you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as possible. 

 

Finally - Parents, if you have any worries about anything to do with school and your class teacher is busy or can’t 

seem to help for any reason, please come and talk to me or to Sue Jackson our Assistant Principal.  

Our doors are always open (unless we are already dealing with another person) and we will always drop what we are 

doing if possible to deal with anyone who comes to see us. If you can’t wait until we are free, then you can     always 

make an appointment with Ann to catch us as soon as we are able. Alternatively, if you would prefer direct contact, 

our email addresses are Maria.Shearn@education.vic.gov.au & Susan.Jackson@education.vic.gov.au 

I ask that parents refrain from contacting other parents in the ‘heat of the moment’ if an incident occurs at school 

involving your child. When reporting things that have happened at school young children often give their personal 

view, (they can do nothing else), of the incident, which can in many instances give parents only a part of the picture.  

As experienced educators we know that there are always many layers to a story and these need to be investigated in 

order to understand and deal with appropriately. I thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 

Thought 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time - Maria Shearn Principal  

     

https://www.eastbentleighps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/2022_csef_application_form.pdf
mailto:Susan.Jackson@education.vic.gov.au


Parent Information 

Literacy @ East Bentleigh PS 
All students have settled back into the rhythm of our Writing Cycle completing their first Big Write for the 

year. Students in grades 1-6 wrote a recount titled “My First Week in ….”. 

This gave all students access to the same experience:  the excitement of returning to school, meeting 

‘old’ and new teachers and the opportunity to discuss shared class experiences before writing. 

Many grades have also completed fun writing tasks to introduce themselves to a new teacher. 

In class 3/4S and 3/4G students wrote a Biography Poem and then completed a silhouette drawing to 

represent their interests.  We look forward to sharing more wonderful examples of student writing with you 

throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jill Griffin & Amanda Kershaw - Literacy Co-ordinators 
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Maths at EBPS 

 

Stimulating thinking 

A picture sparks a thousand maths concepts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use this picture as a prompt to stimulate thinking. Below are ideas for investigations and conversations: 

Foundation-2: 

* Without counting each, in one guess how many dominoes are in the picture? How do you know? 

* How many ‘doubles’ are there? How many ‘near doubles’? 

* Can you find dominoes that have the same amount of dots on them? 

* Which dominoes could you use to make 12? 

* If Framer Sam had a paddock with 15 animals. If the dots represent animals how many different paddocks of 15 

can you create? 

Years 3-4: 

* Find a domino that has 2 lines of symmetry. 

* What is the least amount of dominoes you can use to add up to 32? What is the most you can use? 

* Could you draw the next column of dominoes? How would you know what they would look like? 

* How many dominoes have on side that has an odd number and the other side an even number of dots? 

* Arrange the dominoes so each column has the same amount of dots. 

Years 5-6: 

* How many dots are in the image? How do you know without counting each one? 

* Using the four operations, how many ways can you make a total of 18? 

* The answer is 21. Use the dominoes to represent a question. 

* Using the dominoes as fractions, can you add two to get close to 1? How many ways can you do this? Explain 

how you know that these fractions are close to 1? What strategies did you use? 

 

 
 

 

Tanja Boxelaar & Aaron Jones  - Numeracy Coordinators 



Wellbeing @ EBPS 
 

Developing your child’s resilience and coping skills 
“Resilience is important for kids to help them cope with life’s hardships, frustrations and difficulties [HFDs],” says 

Grose. “Developmental HFDs are those that children routinely experience, including loss, rejection, change,          

disappointment, failure, conflict and fear. Dealing with these helps to build coping skills for the future. “One way to 

build coping skills is to not overprotect your child,” he says. “Life happens and things don’t always go our way. It’s 

important that kids learn this and learn how to keep their confidence up. Parents can support their kids by focusing 

on how they’re feeling and letting them know it’s okay to feel this way. Then they can help them learn to manage 

it, deal with it and move on.” 

* How to promote resilience in children: 

* Remind your kids that they don’t always get what they want. 

* Be attentive to their particular situation and needs. 

* Work hard to keep their confidence up and help them get on with life. 

* Give kids plenty of opportunities to solve their own problems-children will only develop their inner resources 

when given the opportunity to develop their resourcefulness. 

* Expect your child to be helpful at home from a young age without being paid. That’s how they learn to be 

useful. 

* Make sure your expectations for success are positive, realistic and based on each child’s interests and           

aptitudes rather than on adult wishes. 

* Normalise the HFD situations so they understand that others also experience similar situations. 

* Be a good role model by being a resilient adult rather than an adult who’s continually stressed and has no 

real life outside immediate family and work. 

* Starting a hobby is a good place to begin if you feel that life is all work (and kids) and no fun. 

The following poster from ‘Pathways to Success’ provides excellent ideas for encouraging resilience around       

learning. https://www.thepathway2success.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 
 

Parent Information 

https://www.thepathway2success.com/


Parenting Article 



Advertising 
Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             advertising. 

Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      investigate the product or 

service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 


