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SCHOOL VISION: East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting, child-focused environment ensuring that all students feel safe
and stimulated. Our students are able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the challenges of lifelong
learning. Students develop into healthy and confident individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live.

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.
Hello everyone,
I hope that this communication finds you all healthy and happy despite our challenging
circumstances.
Remote Learning Update
I am sure that like me, many of you were delighted and relieved to hear the Education Minister
James Merlino announce in the media earlier this week that the plan for our schools was to return
to onsite teaching and learning in Term 4. Whilst I was very happy to hear this, I did note that he
didn’t say that we would all be back at the beginning of the term, so I am trying hard to manage
my expectations. My guess is that there will be a ‘staggered’ return similar to the previous return
from lockdown. Like all of you, the teachers and I eagerly await the day we can all be onsite
together again. We miss our daily interactions with our students and one another and whilst we
are meeting more regularly online, this is a poor substitute for the real thing. As always, the minute
we have news we will share it with all of you.
With my growth mindset firmly in control, I have reflected deeply on finding all the positives this
challenging period has afforded us and find the words of Kate Morris, Interim CEO of the Bastow
Institute of Educational Leadership, quite inspiring -

“By coming together and focusing on the needs of our students and each other,
I believe that as a community we have been able to meet the challenges of
2020 head on. We’ve done this with focus, determination, drive and commitment
alongside kindness, empathy, inclusion and humility.
We haven’t lost a year. Together we have learnt a lot.”
Parent Survey
Many thanks to all those families who have taken the opportunity to give us feedback on our
remote learning 2 processes and curriculum delivery. The ‘what went well’ and ‘even better if’
process allows for both acknowledgement of the enormous effort teachers and ES staff are
making, as well as allowing us all to reflect on what may work even better. As is always the case
when seeking feedback from a diverse group of families we will not be able to keep everyone
happy all of the time, however we will always do our best. Other than the welcome
acknowledgement of the fabulous work of our teachers, which is much appreciated, the most
frequent feedback is ….’we want to be back at school!’ We could not agree more. The link
below will be live until Friday 4th September. I encourage you all to contribute your thoughts.

https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1mvIkW1egXrl085WBF8M3SzDToRdQyvsv_T2nqGbJSuY/edit
Bulletin continued next page……………………..

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands,
waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and to Elders both past and present.

Bulletin - continued
Senbazuru Paper Crane Project
Two weeks ago I mentioned the whole school project Senbazuru
- a group of one thousand paper cranes tied together by strings, which
was initiated by our student leaders. I wonder how you are going with
this? I have reprinted the instructions below. It would be wonderful to
have many paper cranes find their way to school when we return
- a beautiful visual symbol of hope.
- How to create the crane - go to the link below
https://origami.me/crane/
- Size of paper needed is 15cm x 15cm
- Students can use any type of paper that they can find around the
house (it doesn’t have to be origami paper)
Deep Blue
Next week will see the start of our new whole school Main Lesson/ Inquiry Unit- Deep Blue, based
on studying various aspects of our seas and oceans. The teachers have planned an excellent
array of activities for our students to complete, again allowing for siblings to work together. Both
Sue and I put away our performance anxiety last week to record an introduction to the topic.
Please click in the link below - we will also include it on our school website.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12VXqrWcExliw5YfnOVH9dqAQl-tAdmFp/view?usp=sharing
Additionally as the weeks progress you will be able to view various staff members reading
beautifully illustrated and relevant stories to enrich our students imaginations. I really enjoyed
reading the beautifully illustrated ‘Journey of the Sea Turtle’ by Mark Wilson. We hope that our
students and families enjoy this new topic that will take us through till the end of term. I look
forward to reading some fantastic stories; viewing beautiful art work and reflecting on our
student’s ideas as to how we can all collectively protect our beautiful seas and oceans.
Bentleigh Farmers’ Market
Some of you will already be aware that our BFM which was scheduled for last
Saturday was not able to proceed due to a late ban on farmer’s markets which
was then lifted by the Health Department. Whilst we were extremely disappointed
about this, we have been fortunate in 2 important respects. Firstly there are 5
Saturdays in August, (an irregular occurrence) so our school council was happy
to give permission for the market to proceed this Saturday, a decision much
appreciated by our farmers and primary producers. Secondly, if you cast your
mind back to last Saturday weather wise, this weekend is forecast to be positively
balmy at a predicted 19 degrees.
Many thanks to Heidi who manned the phones late last week to advise our parent volunteers that
they wouldn’t be needed and Sharlene who monitored our social media during the chaotic
period encompassing firstly the ban, then the lifting of it. Thank you too, to our parents volunteers
who have put their hands up again for this Saturday. What a team!!
Enrolments for 2021
Just reminding families that enrolments are now being taken for
2021. Parents who are aware of friends, neighbours or relatives who
have a child ready to start school in 2021, please let them know that
enrolments are being completed and we are beginning to plan our
transition program, even if that has to operate quite differently next
term. Enrolment forms are available on our website or can be posted
out.
This week we have mainly showcased work from our middle and
senior students. Enjoy!

Until next time…….Maria Shearn - Principal

Examples of classwork - Class 2S & 2L

Ruby’s work

Annabelle’s- web spelling
Alisia’s peg work

2S & 2L Writing Task
Message in a Bottle - After a storm, Rashmi found an old bottle washed up on the beach. Inside it, there was a note that said …
Dear Rashmi, I’m so sorry I couldn’t leave your present under the tree. Because of coronavirus I couldn’t come in, so I prepared a fun
activity instead. Here is a treasure map for you, love Santa.
Rashmi followed the map excitedly. She finally reached the end of the map and there was a sparkly treasure box.
But it was locked!
She looked everywhere then she realized the key was inside the old bottle.
Rashmi opened the box and found a cute pink unicorn. She really enjoyed Santa’s surprise. - by Emily 2L

Dottie’s work

Examples of classwork - Class 3A & 3L

Examples of classwork - Class 3A & 3L

Examples of classwork - Class 6A

Eve’s Autobiography
I am surrounded by a large family. I am the youngest child in a family of half
siblings with parents from different parts of the world. My Dad is from the
Philippines and my Mum is from South Africa. They both had children before
they got married and had me.
When I was a child, my life was very amusing because having a lot of siblings kept me entertained. We would
watch movies together and music videos. Sometimes none of them were free so I would keep company with “In
The Night Garden” or “HI-5”. They were my all time favourite things to watch, as well as playing with my Barbie
dolls.
As I got older, I would go to creche while my parents worked. Every Friday my mum would keep me home so
that we could spend time together. I remember when my mum and I had a picnic for lunch in the hallway of our
house. I think it was because I wanted to have a picnic but it was a rainy day. When I grew older, I went to
kindergarten. I was shy at first but started liking it as I made more friends. That's where I met Julia R..
We often went on family trips. We would try to go every year. We went to Bali which was a great holiday because
that's where a lot of exciting things happened. We went on tours and walked along the streets. I even got my hair
fully braided! Every morning at our place we stayed, they would cook us food for breakfast which was really
yummy. Our place was really nice because the living area and kitchen were outside, with a roof of course, and our
rooms were inside. We were lucky because we got to have a pool! I would swim for hours everyday.
I would often ask when I was going to go to primary school. Finally the day was here - my first day of school. I
was shy at first because I didn’t really know anyone there. I started to slowly make friends. We would play games
together and act out “Frozen” - before I had ever seen the movie. I never even understood it fully until I later saw
the movie and then I realised why we did those actions.
This is my story to date. I am excited about what's going to be in the future.

Main Lesson - RESPECT
People Brainstorm:
Steph Curry - good team mate
Kevin Hart - If he makes a joke about people, he checks if they are ok with it…
Michael Jordan - pushes his team mates to be the best they can be.
Nanny - She supports people who are in need, both family and volunteers for
charities.
My brother - he looks out for me and other people.
Aunty Lois - She always takes care of her granddaughter.
Aunty Kate - she is a teacher and loves helping her students.
Uncle John - He always cares for people, he asks questions and is interested in your life.
My brother:
Charles inspires me because he makes the right decisions that will help him achieve something, he respects himself. He also
inspires me because he never stops trying and will keep going until he can’t anymore. Charles always cares and respects
others and this is another reason he inspires me. Another way Charles inspires me is with his competitive nature and his
will to do better. Charles inspires me because he is a great person to talk to when I am upset or angry which shows respect
for others. He also inspires me because he always makes the right decisions when it comes to who he is friends with, and
when there is a fight or argument he try’s his hardest to not get involved.
By Jonathan 6A

Examples of classwork - Class 6A - MANDALAS

Augie & Eden

Isabella

Giselle

Julia

Noah

Cerys

Molly-Jane

Sophie

Tilly

Examples of Craft classwork

A selection of beautiful craftwork from the last week

Natures paintbrushes

Making “plaited”
damper

Blanket stitched booties
for our grade 6 dolls

Beautiful handmade
vest for our grade 6
dolls

By Leanne - Craft Teacher

