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This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

* Thank you  

*  Staffing News 

* Woodworking Club 

* Student Final Day - dismissal time 

Diary Dates 

Reports sent home Friday 9th Dec 

Y6 EOY Excursion Mon 12th Dec 

4L Play 4pm - Mon 12th Dec 

Y7 2023 Orientation Day Tues 13th Dec 

Grade 6 Graduation 5:30pm                  

Wed 14th Dec 

 

Awards Assembly Fri 16th Dec 9:00am 

Final Assembly Fri 16th Dec 2:30pm 

 

FIRST DAY BACK AT SCHOOL  

MONDAY 30th JANUARY 2023 

8:50am start 
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Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 

8th Dec 2022          Term 4 / Week 10, Issue 5 

Bignell Road 
East Bentleigh 3165 

Phone: 9570 3525  
Email: east.bentleigh.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone,  

I hope that this communication finds you all fit, well and looking forward to a break 

over Christmas and the New Year. 

With only a week to go in this school year we have been working furiously behind the 

scenes to complete all the usual Term 4 tasks in preparation for the 2023 year, as well 

as many tasks which would normally happen much earlier. After taking many steps 

forward and more steps backwards the task that is now largely settled is the staffing 

for 2023. Please see the list later in this newsletter.  

 

This is a very important edition of our newsletter because it is the last full one for 2022. 

Next week’s communication will be a special bulletin.  

This means this is the last newsletter for our year six students. In some cases it is the 

last one for families who have been associated with the school for many years. To 

our year six parents we would like to say thank you for sharing your time, energy and 

most importantly, the development of your child with us.  

It has been a pleasure for us and we’d like to extend to you and your young person 

(now graduating to Secondary School), every good wish for the future.  

 

Despite the changes that the past 3 years have brought to us all, our community has 

once again worked hard to maintain the profile of our school and raise funds 

through the successful operation of the Bentleigh Farmers’ Market on the 4th         

Saturday of every month. Thank you to the fabulous regular team of volunteers that 

assist every month, all coordinated by the indefatigable Heidi Nankervis. Our final 

market for 2022 will be our special Twilight Christmas Market on Thursday 22nd       

December from 4-7pm. 

 

Our Gardening Specialist Pascale has worked tirelessly to maintain and beautify our 

grounds with new garden areas springing up to enhance the physical environment 

of our school. Thank you also to our volunteer parents who have looked/will look  

after our menagerie of chickens over the holidays. You are all remarkable. 

  

My thanks and appreciation to our School Council members, Andrew Goldfinch, Lisa 

Vance, Helen Woodruff, Emily Jones and Rachel Jeffreys, Lee Jellis, Jill Griffin and Sue 

Jackson. It has been a real pleasure working with like-minded people all focussed on 

making our school the best it can possibly be. I am grateful for your ongoing support 

and trust. 
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At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   

Reporting Student  

Absences 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to let the school know 

about any student absences by logging 

into COMPASS and entering an           

BREAKFAST CLUB  

8:15am-8:45am 

Children must arrive before 8:30am 

in order to be served                 

breakfast in time. 

There are some Grab ‘n Go items and fruit 

if students arrive after 8:30am 

Please email Christine if your child has any         

food allergies 

christine.kennedy@education.vic.gov.au 

Thank you 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the 
continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures and to Elders both past and present. 

URGENT 

Please help fill our chicken 

holiday care roster if you are 

around these holidays! 

Please contact me at 

pascale.jacq@education.vic. 

gov.au if you can help out 

and I'll give you instructions 

next week. Thank you! 

mailto:pascale.jacq@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:pascale.jacq@education.vic.gov.au
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Our parent community has come out in droves to support our Thursday markets, demonstrating what an important 

part of the EBPS fabric this opportunity for social connection is to many. It has also been wonderful to see the high   

attendances to class performances over recent weeks. Our children love our appreciative audiences. 

My grateful thanks to our hard working staff who have done their utmost to make up for the previous 2 years of      

hardship for many, the effects of which we will see for some time yet. Our staff’s continued focus on relationship     

building and providing a positive learning culture for our children will be an important scaffold for our children. 

 

Staffing News 

We will be saying goodbye to a number of much-loved staff members this year, for varying reasons. 

Firstly, we will be saying goodbye to Eveline McGrath who has been the mainstay and face of our Steiner craft       

program for many years. Eveline will be retiring after 18 years at our school, first as a parent then as a craft teacher. 

Eveline’s 3 children, Allana, Liam and Georgia, all now grown young adults attended this school many years ago, 

when it was still called Moorabbin Heights PS . Eveline has been witness to the growth and the many changes 

throughout the years at our school. Eveline leaves a strong legacy of beautifully crafted items such as knitted animals, 

colourful beanies, starburst cushions, recorder and music bags, weavings and the unique formed doll long term       

project for the Year 6 students, are cherished by all. I know that the formed doll I made alongside the students in year 

6 some years ago remains a firm favourite with my eldest grandchild.  

I’m sure you will join me in wishing Eveline all the best in her well-deserved retirement which will allow her much more 

time in her garden. 

 

Leanne Jacobs  Eveline’s craft teaching partner will also be leaving us at the end of the year, although only for a year 

unless the pleasures of the Italian countryside completely beguile her and she stays there permanently. We wish her 

well in her travels and look forward to welcoming her back in 2024. 

 

Dagmar McNamara will also be taking a year’s leave to travel overseas in 2023. We wish her safe travels in 2023 and 

look forward to hearing all about them in 2024. 

 

Another sad loss for our school, one which I know will sadden many, is Amanda Kershaw who will leave us at the end 

of the year to move to a school closer to her home as her youngest child Hazel starts school. Amanda has secured a 

position at Cranbourne Park  PS which is much, much closer to her home. Our loss is their gain. 

 

We will also be saying goodbye to Sinead Delaney for a little while, whilst she and partner Ethan eagerly await the 

arrival of their little boy due in February 2023. What a pleasure it has been to witness the blossoming of Sinead’s body 

as the birth date comes closer. We wish you all the very best and eagerly look forward to meeting the newest       

member of the family. 

 

Jasmine Howlett will also be leaving us at the end of 2022. In fact, Jasmine’s ill health has sadly meant that she has 

been unable to complete the year with her preppies this year. We wish her a full recovery and all our best wishes for 

her future. 

 

Finally, Nemo Cahill will also be saying a reluctant goodbye to EBPS as she finds a school much closer to her home in 

the new year. We wish her all the best for her future also. 

 

Each of the above-named people has in their own special way left the EBPS community in better shape than they 

found it. We are indebted for their passion for education and their hard work in supporting and guiding our students 

and wish them all every success in their futures. 

 

Now for the flip side: we will be welcoming some new staff members to EBPS in 2023. 

 

Amanda Hooper-Duffy  who is currently a curriculum leader at Doveton College will be joining our mainstream     

teaching team in 2023, (it looks like we’ve swapped one Amanda for another). Amanda comes very highly              

recommended and advises that she has been waiting some time to come to our school. 

 

Irina Bugheanu who is currently teaching at Little Yarra Steiner School will join EBPS teaching in the Steiner stream.  

 

Steph Henderson will join us to take on Eveline’s Craft position. Steph will be ably assisted by ex- parent Sal Cockcroft 

who has a passion/talent in Steiner Craft. 

 

Belinda Res who has acted as a CRT at our school this year will be taking Leanne Jacob’s place as Emma Gullan’s 

teaching partner in 2023. 

 

Eurythmist Kate Graves will be taking a year’s sabbatical in 2023. We are currently working on finding a suitable       

replacement. 
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As you can see the staffing space has been a very busy one during this term. 

 

2023 Staff Allocations  

 

Prep D – Donna Leibowitz 

Prep I – Irina Bugheanu 

Prep M - Stewart McCallum 

Class 1M - Melinda Cole 

Grade 1/2H -Amanda Hooper-Duffy 

Grade 1/2P- Bill Portelli 

Class 2A – Alison Hackett  

Class 3EB - Emma Gullan & Belinda Res 

Grade 3/4J – Aaron Jones  

Grade 3/4P - Aric Parsons 

Class 4T – Tanja Boxelaar 

Class 5L – Lee Jellis  

Grade 5/6S – Andrea Smith 

Grade 5/6G - Jill Griffin 

Class 6A- Anna Pititto  

 

French - Carmen Higgins  

Diversity Leader- Michelle Mather 

Art/Performing Arts/Special Needs - Janette Grunfelder  

Tutoring Program – Jenni Rozen 

Learning Intervention- Mandy Millar 

PE - John Seeary  

Kitchen Specialist - Nikki Gordon  

Garden Specialist - Pascale Jacq 

 

Please note that this is a provisional plan, because sometimes things happen that may necessitate some changes in 

the New Year.  

 

Students will be involved in a ‘Step Up’ program on the final Thursday of the year, 15th December, spending the    

morning with their 2023 teacher, (where possible) and peers. 

 

Woodworking Club  

On behalf of all the students who have participated in this program I’d like to publicly acknowledge our wonderful 

volunteer Michael Zeeng who runs our Woodworking program. It has been great to be able to offer this most        

worthwhile program without interruption this year. Thank you Michael for the time that you give our school to support 

our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Final Day Dismissal Time 

As our students are finishing on Friday 16th December, with Monday 19th and Tuesday 

20th being teacher Professional Practice Days. Students will be dismissed at their      

normal time of 3:30pm. Our final farewell assembly, where we will say goodbye to our 

Year 6 students and others leaving our school will begin at 2:30pm – all welcome. 

 

Finally:  

I would like to say thank you once again to all our school community members for the 

support they have shown our staff during this year. 

I wish all our families a safe, happy and healthy holiday season with enough time to 

rest and recharge depleted batteries in preparation for a bright 2023. 

                                           
 

 

Until next time - Maria Shearn Principal   



Parent Information 

Literacy @ East Bentleigh PS 
 



Maths at EBPS 

 

‘A picture paints a  

thousand words’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities you can do based on this picture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The maths team at EBPS wishes you 

a restful break and we look forward 

to seeing you in the New Year! 

 

 

 

 

Sinead, Aaron, Andrea, Melinda and 

Tanja 
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Wellbeing at EBPS 
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Wellbeing at EBPS 

By Tanja Boxelaar - 6T Classroom Teacher 

Parent Information 



MUSIC NEWS 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It was an absolute joy seeing all your children perform at carols yesterday. Thank you for your support – as 

some mentioned it almost looked like Myer Music Bowl with all the parents watching the children. 

I eagerly await todays Soiree where we showcase the talents of our singing students, guitar, piano and     

students learning with Jack and myself.  

In our final week we have our Class 6’s performing in Graduation and finally our Extension Orchestra         

performing at the final assembly.  

 

 

Music Enrolments for 2023 

If any of your students have been inspired over the past few weeks to start instruments in 2023 please don’t 

hesitate to contact myself Felicite.Heine@education.vic.gov.au  

OR  

Matt Moras (Guitar/Piano) mattmoras@gmail.com  

OR 

Lauren Burns (Singing) lauren@laurenburnssoprano.com 

Please note that our string program is open to both Steiner and Mainstream students.  

Whilst the String Program is compulsory for Steiner students from Class 3 – 6 we certainly offer lessons to      

interested mainstream students who would like to learn Violin, Viola, Cello or Double Bass. 

 

 

Instrument Maintenance 

We are offering a Instrument Maintenance Service on Tuesday 13th December. All interested families can 

bring their instruments to the PAC and I will be doing a clean inside and out and will make note of any    

damage that may affect the playability of your child’s instrument. Instruments can be collected on Thursday 

15th December in preparation for the holidays. 

 

Selling/Upgrading Instruments 

If your son or daughter has outgrown their instrument or if they are leaving the school and no longer need 

their instrument please list their instrument on our Facebook EBPS Second Hand instrument buy/sell page. 

Please contact me for the link. 

This is a great resource for all our families who are looking for an alternative to buying new and keeping the 

instruments in our community. 

 

On behalf of the Instrumental Music Team we would all like to wish you a very safe holiday season and look 

forward to seeing you in 2023! 

 

Felicité Heine – Instrumental Music Coordinator 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Information 
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GARDEN NEWS 
What a wonderful end to our school year, picking delicious raspberries,        

blackberries and cherries for adding to ice-cream sundaes in final cooking    

classes.  

We need to net these fruit as the temptation to parrots, other birds, not to     

mention little (and big) fingers is so strong. It takes one whole year to grow a 

delicious Berry or fruit, pick it unripe and we have to wait til next year! 

Our students have been busy netting our autumn crops too, such as apples, 

pears and corn. Hopefully with this added protection, rainwater irrigation                                                     

and summer sunshine we'll get a bumper crop next year in term 2! 

 

 

Have you noticed the dragonflies around? Its also a bumper season for those     

carnivorous garden friends who will eat the mozzies and pests in our garden 

too. Year 5 and 6 students found a giant one (Australian emperor dragonfly) 

yesterday and nature-loving student Jana (5A) immediately took the             

opportunity to sketch it in her journal! Wow what a talent!!   

 

 

 

This creature is one of the indigenous plants and animals featured on the year 6 legacy mural on the PAC rainwater tank. All of these 

living things belong to Boonwurrung country and have been spotted in our school garden. What a wonderful job our year 6 students 

have done on their paintings, which will be a lasting inspiration, memory, and learning tool for future students at our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to thank our volunteers: Maiko in the garden, and our dedicated chicken carers: Renato and Alida, John and Demetra,     

Rachel, Liam, Alex, Naomi, Vala).  

 

 

URGENT: Please help fill our chicken holiday care roster if you are around these holidays! 

Please contact me at pascale.jacq@education.vic.gov.au if you can help out and I'll give you instructions next week  

(Monday - Wednesday). 

 

I wish everyone a safe and happy summer holiday, good luck to our year 6 students on their new adventure! Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 

Pascale Jacq - Garden Specialist 

Parent Information 
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