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This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

* Capital Works 

* Staffing 

* Parent / Helpers Morning Tea 

* Congratulations 

* Kiss and Go  

* Overdue Fees 

* French Performances 

Diary Dates 

Thurs 28th Nov - Steiner Orchestra      

Concert 6pm 

Fri 29th Nov  - PREP TRANSITION NO. 4 

Wed 4th Dec - 2A Class Play 6pm 

Thurs 5th Dec - Parent/Helpers Morning 

Tea 10:30am 

Thurs 5th Dec - Yr.2 Steiner Parent Music 

Information session 3:45pm 

Fri 6th Dec - Yr.3 & 4G VCASS & Botanical 

Gardens Excursion 

Mon 9th Dec - Yr.2 Steiner Instrument Trial 

Mon 9th Dec - 3M Gathering 6pm 

Tues 10th Dec - Open Eurythmy Classes 

Wed 11th Dec - 5A Class Play 6pm 

Thurs 12th Dec - 1M & 2S Cranbourne 

Gardens Excursion 

Thurs 12th Dec - Open Eurythmy Classes 

Thurs 12th Dec - 2B Dance 4:30pm 

Thurs 12th Dec - 2A Dance 5:00pm 

Thurs 12th Dec - 2A Dance 5:00pm 

Thurs 12th Dec - 4A Dance 5:30pm 

Fri 13th Dec - School Reports sent home 

Mon 16th Dec   - Awards Ceremony 9am 

Mon 16th Dec   - Yr.1 Summer Festival 

Wed 18th Dec  - Grade 6 Graduation 6pm 

Thurs 19th Dec  - Grade 6 EOY Excursion 

***Friday 20th Dec***                                 

Last day of school year                  

EOY Performances 12:30 in Hall  

***Early finish - 1:30m*** 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 2020 

Wed. 29th January 8:50am 

Principal’s Report -  Maria Shearn 

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 

28th November 2019          Term 4 / Week 8, Issue 4 

Bignell Road 
East Bentleigh 3165 

Phone: 9570 3525 Fax: 9579 0205 
Email: east.bentleigh.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

I can’t believe that when this newsletter goes out there will be only effectively 3 weeks left of 

school for 2019 and we will soon be entering a new decade! The next few weeks will certainly 

be very busy ones and before we know it they will be over.  

End of year class performances have already begun with a wonderful play from 4A and 2B. 

Sue and I are really looking forward to attending the many other performances over the next 3 

weeks and watching the culmination of many weeks’ work by your children and their teachers. 

I hope you have noted down all the remaining important dates from the diary - there are so 

many of them!  

We have now locked in a provisional staffing structure for 2020. You will see it outlined later in 

the newsletter.  

During the last week of school we hold the Grade 6 Graduation evening, (Wednesday 19th 

December), all our Grade 6 students have been preparing for this important evening for some 

time now. Enjoy these last few weeks’ children. I suggest you keep a diary for future reference if 

you don’t already do it. I really wish I had written down the things that were important to me 

back when I was about to leave primary school. Looking back on such memories is a wonderful 

thing to be able to do. 

 

Capital Works Update - With the roofing 

being installed we are starting to get a 

good glimpse of the form and size of 

our new building. I am told that further 

framing and windows will start to arrive 

next week.  

 

 

 

Staffing - As we wind down towards the end of the school year we will be saying adieu to some 

of our teachers as they take leave for various reasons. Julia Kantor will be on leave in 2020 as 

she travels the world. Denise McDonough will also take a year’s leave as she furthers her       

studies. Shelley Krycer will also leave us to take up an Artist in Residence position in Tasmania in 

2020. Jacqui Dalton has advised that she will be seeking a teaching position closer to her home 

in 2020. Throughout this term we have also said goodbye to Celia Hopkinson and Sarah Boyd as 

they take family leave to await the birth of their first babies. I would like to thank Julia, Denise, 

Shelley, Jacqui, Celia and Sarah for their fabulous contributions to the life of our school and our         

students. I know you will join me in wishing them well for their respective adventures next year. 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have a HUGE pile of 

lost property in the       

sick bay. 

Please come and have a 

look as any unclaimed 

items will be donated     

to charity.  

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country       
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and 
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
and to Elders both past and present. 

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   
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As we say goodbye for now to the aforementioned staff members, we warmly welcome Melinda Cole and Lara Brennan who will 

join our Steiner College of Teachers and    Bill Portelli and Ellie Dennis who will join our Mainstream team, which will once again      

comprise of 7 classes.  

You will notice that there is still a ‘gap’ in the class allocations below due to a very late unforeseen circumstance.  We are currently 

interviewing for the very best teacher to join our team and fill this gap in 2020 and are confident to have it filled before the end of the 

year. We will advise the relevant class parents as soon as we are able to announce the new teacher. 

Provisional classes for 2020 are: 

Prep M - Stewart McCallum  

Prep A – Alison Hackett 

Prep D – Donna Leibowitz  

Class 1M – (PD) – Melinda Cole 

Class 1D- (PA) – Dagmar McNamara  

Grade 1M – Leah Morrissy  

Grade 2J - Jenny Small/Michelle Mather 

Class 2L - Lee Jellis 

Class 2S - Laura Siu 

Class 3L – Lara Brennan  

Class 3A – Anne Wilson  

Grade 3R – Ellie Dennis 

Class 4T - Tanja Boxelaar 

Class 4 - TBA 

Grade 4P - Bill Portelli 

Class 5A - Amanda Kershaw  

Grade 5/6R - Kate Raynor  

Grade 5/6G - Jill Griffin 

Class 6A - Anna Pititto  

Class 6L - Luciana Harrison  

Specialists 

Marie Seif - French; John Seeary PE; Janette Arvanitakis - Art/Performing Arts/ Learning Support;  

Nikki Gordon - Kitchen Specialist, - Pascale Miller - Garden Specialist. 

Children in the mainstream will be informed of their rooms and spend time with their teachers on Monday 16th December. Steiner 

classes will move into their new rooms, beginning in Week 10 – beginning on 9th December. Individual teachers will advise parents 

when this will happen for their class. 

Please note that I say this is a provisional plan, because sometimes things happen that may necessitate some changes in the new 

year - as they did in the last weeks with an unexpected withdrawal. 

Parent Helpers’ Morning Tea  - On Thursday 5th December at 10.30 am, the staff will provide a special morning tea to all our wonderful 

helpers at our school. We are very lucky at East Bentleigh Primary School to have so many school community members prepared to 

give up some of their time. I know not all of you will be able to come, so I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those people 

who have given their time and expertise to help support our school in any way at all throughout the year. Your efforts are all very 

much appreciated by everyone in the East Bentleigh Primary School community. 

Congratulations  

Well done to Charles in 3D who proudly came to show me his magnificent snake that he 

made during craft. It was beautifully stitched and thankfully had a very friendly face ☺ 

 

At assembly this week, Eshanvi in 2S was presented with a Fitbit from Glen Eira Council         

representatives Keely and Robert for her participation in Walk to School month. Well done 

Eshanvi ☺ 

 

 

On Wednesday this week, students in the Woodworking     

Program finished off the tables they have been working on 

this term. Congratulations Daniel, Coby and Markus on a job 

well done. Well done to you all on persevering and making          

yourselves such a useful piece of furniture. My grateful thanks 

to Michael, our wonderful volunteer who facilitates this for 

our students. 
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Kiss and Go - Yet again I have to mention this vexed area of our school operations. I continue to receive messages of frustration from 

parents due to the small number of selfish people who use this area inappropriately. Whilst I do make an effort to ‘police’ the area, 

there are times that I don’t make it out there. Thank you to the parents using it properly allowing for safe traffic flow. I would also  

remind you all that doing a 3, 4 or 5 point turn in the middle of Bignell Road disrupting the traffic flow is not appropriate or safe. 

Please desist!  

 

Overdue Fees - As we are effectively left with only 3 weeks of the school year,  I ask that families who still have unpaid charges on 

their accounts to ensure they are paid before the end of the year. Your child/ren have had full use of the materials etc. for the entire 

year, so your attention to clearing any unpaid charges will be gratefully accepted. It takes a great deal of time and effort to chase 

these up by school staff, so please attend to this as soon as possible. 

 

      Thought 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal    

 

 

 

  Here are some images of our class 

  French Performances this week -  

  with Prep D and Class 6S featured below. 

 



Sue’s News 

MOBILE PHONES & DEVICES AT SCHOOL 

We recently added a new policy to the East Bentleigh P.S. website on the use of Mobile 

Phones. I have included the link to the policy page and would encourage all families to read.  

https://www.eastbentleighps.vic.edu.au/page/38/Policies,-Permission-Forms-&-Documents  

 

WRITING FOR A PURPOSE: 

Class 4A have been practising their Persuasive Writing on topics that are of interest to 

them. Mia has written this persuasive piece on our koalas and the effects on the population 

after the recent bushfires. Mia has suggested we do a fundraiser which we will early next 

year but in the meantime if you would like to donate towards saving our koalas you can go 

to the following website. https://www.savethekoala.com/  

Save our Koalas - By Mia S. (4A) 

Did you know that over 1000 koalas have died in the bushfires? These koalas are losing their habitats and their families because of 

these terrible conditions. Because of the bushfires our animals are very endangered. Organisations are trying very hard to raise money 

and save the koalas and other endangered animals. These animals are ours and only live in Australia, they can’t be found in any other 

part of the world! We need a solution and I think I’ve got one for you. 

How would you feel if your habitat was in flames and you were endangered? Our animals probably feel overwhelmed by all the fires. 

How would you feel if you were exposed to all of this, the heat, the flames, the raging fires? Our poor animals are so endangered and 

they can’t do anything about it. Some animals can easily get away from the fires since they’re so fast (like kangaroos) but koalas are 

slow and can’t run as fast as kangaroo.  

Organisations are trying very hard to look after our poor desperate animals. But they don’t have enough money to pay for all the  

medication and treatment. These hospitals are taking up most of their time to look after our sweet harmless animals. Their habitats 

have been wiped out and our animal population has significantly decreased (over 80% of the habitat in NSW). Our hospitals are a big 

contributor to keeping the animals lives going but they can’t do it all on their own. We must help and donate. 

Koalas and kangaroos are fully Australian animals so that means that you would not be able to find them in any other country. Koalas 

are our animals and if we want to keep them we have to look after them as well. All countries have their own animals and koalas are 

ours, we are very lucky to have such a cute animal to call our own. 

If we want to help our animals to stay alive then we must donate. At school we could have a fun dress as your favourite animal day 

and with that bring a gold coin donation. The students could have fun dressing up and the teachers could dress up too. It would be a 

great opportunity for everyone to know that they’re not just dressing up but also giving money to animal hospitals who need it. 

Koalas are our animals and if we want to keep them we have to help them survive. They are the most beautiful, charming and       

loveable creatures. We want future generations to be able to see koalas in the wild. We can help this to happen. 

 

Making Christmas A Little Brighter for Women and Girls in Need 

 

Ensuring that everyone is granted the dignity in life that many of us 

take for granted, the staff at EBPS donated 23 handbags full of     

donated essential and luxury items that would make anyone feel 

special and loved.  It was such a simple thing to do - but it  will 

make a big difference to women doing it tough this festive season.  

Donations were dropped off to Bunnings, proud supporters of the 

Share The Dignity campaign. 

Thank you to our wonderful Integrations Aides - Christine & Lisa 

who organised this collection at our school. 

Sue Jackson - Assistant Principal 

https://www.eastbentleighps.vic.edu.au/page/38/Policies,-Permission-Forms-&-Documents
https://www.savethekoala.com/
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  GARDEN NEWS 
 

 

Spring planting 

The recent sun and rain has the garden booming! Students have successfully sown crops 

of lettuce, corn, carrots, pumpkins, silverbeet, watermelon, beetroot and more. We were 

also kindly donated seedlings from the East Bentleigh Village Garden after last          

weekend's Farmers market including tomatoes, broccoli and silverbeet. All these plants 

should be ready for harvest in term 1 next year ready for a new year of kitchen classes! 

 

Summer harvest 

Hot weather has many fruit ready for early harvest, including delicious raspberries. Stu-

dents harvested kilos of potatoes from our tropical garden using our handcrafted dig-

ging sticks for cooking, making delicious chips! We replanted the smaller seed potatoes 

deeper this time hoping for another bumper crop next year.  

 

Chook & Duck holiday care 

Please help us out over the holidays by signing up to our chicken/duck care roster. The 

roster is in the School Office, you get the benefit of taking home the fresh eggs and 

learning about animal care. All ducks and chickens will remain at the school (no need to 

find temporary housing). 

 

Thank you green thumbs!  Pascale 

 

Lawn Bowls Excursion 

Over the last two Thursdays students in Gr 4 and 5 visited Clayton Lawn Bowls club.        

Students were lucky to be taught the skills of Lawn Bowls by many of the Premier League 

players at the club including New Zealand Commonwealth Games representative Ali 

Forsth.  

There were many students who despite reservations about Lawn Bowls, came away    

saying what fun they had. Many of the kids were even surprised to learn that many of 

the current Australian team are aged   under 30 years old, it was not just a game for "old 

people".  

My thanks go to Clayton Bowls Club and their members who gave up their time to      

support our students.               By John Seeary - PE Teacher 
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 GREEK OLYMPICS! - Class 5a recount 
On Friday 22nd of November all the Steiner year 5’s from schools from around Melbourne met up at Fairfield Boat house. 

We had been split into 5 different groups: red, purple, yellow, blue and green. When we got there we saw different coloured scarves 

tied to 5 huge trees swaying in the wind. 

Firstly, we all headed to the amphitheatre where we saw Zeus on a chariot. We then sang Glorious Apollo and said the athletes’ 

oath.     

There were five different activities: greek wrestling, javelin, discus, the dash and long jump. One of our first activities was discus, it was 

slightly challenging because the disk was bigger than our hands but it was really fun to give it a go and there was no one who did not 

try.  

Greek wrestling is not the ordinary type of wrestling that we see today, it was more of a test of how well you could keep your stance. In 

wrestling you had to try to push your opponent out of a marked ring of rope while you had to keep standing. 

The dash was a test of running. Your main focus was how fast you could sprint around the track. The aim of the second race was to 

run elegantly. Firstly, the girls tried their hardest to come first and then the boys ran their hardest to be SUPER fast. However, 

when it came to running gracefully the boys still aimed for speed. 

Javelin was where you had to throw a big spear into the air. You had to try to make it look like a RAINBOW. When you threw your 

javelin the judges looked for beauty and distance. 

Long jump, same as Greek wrestling, is not the same as we know it. You have to jump from a rope without any run ups. You have to 

have your feet together when you jump and land on both feet. The judges look for how far you can jump and after that you get judged 

on how beautifully you jumped. 

Then after all that exercise we ate lunch. Everyone had brought a different type of Greek food to share. There was bread, dips,  

olives and other delicious food. With full bellies we headed to where the finals were. Each team had a couple competitors that battled 

each other in all the different challenges (each challenge had a different set of students that had to compete). Every winner got an 

olive leaf crown to wear with pride. Then we went back to the amphitheatre to receive our medallions. Heading home on the bus we 

were very tired, but pleased that we had experienced something so amazing like the Ancient Greek    Olympics!    By Isabella and Molly 5A 
 
On Friday the 22nd of November both Steiner grade five classes participated in the Greek Olympics. 

It was a thrilling and challenging experience for all the students and teachers. We were very lucky as the weather was perfect for 

the day. It was sunny and warm which put everyone in a calm, happy mood. 

There were four other Steiner schools there. When everyone had arrived we all separated into our different city states. 

The names of all the different houses; Delphi, Athens, Sparta, Thebes and Corinth. We all started the day off with a meeting 

where we said different verses. 

All the games that we competed in were the original games in which the ancient Greeks competed in for their Olympics. These 

games included: Wrestling, Javelin, Discus, The Dash (which is running) and Long jump. Each game had two different ways to win; 

one of them was truth in which they measured distance and speed, the other was grace in that you had to have the best posture 

and look beautiful when you were doing the sport. Also, the girls and the boys competed separately so it was fair for all.  

Wrestling was super tough as most of the students were fighting for a spot in the finals. But everyone still cheered on for one  

another. 

Javelin was a much more relaxing experience because most of the kids there were all laughing and chatting. In javelin you have to 

hurl a long spear into the sky and try to make it stick into the ground when it landed, you also need to try and make an arch with 

the javelin in the shape of a rainbow. It was super fun and there were some amazing throws. 

The dash was probably one of the best games that we did. The first item that we competed in was speed, in which we all raced to 

see who would represent our teams in the finals. We also ran for beauty, in which we had to keep a straight posture and run       

beautifully. Discus was a hard sport as it was challenging to throw the discus far. In the end, a few people made it to the finals. 

Long jump was a quicker sport. It was a fun and exciting. We were judged to see who could land furthest and most gracefully. 

In the end, we all had a magical experience that everyone will definitely remember in years to come. By Sophie and Julia,5A 
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Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 
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