
Principal’s Report   1 – 3 

This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

*   Children & Illness at school 

*  100 Days of Prep 

*  Parent Opinion Survey 

*  School Council News 

*   Child Safe Strategies 

*  Enrolments for 2020 

Diary Dates 

Fri 9th Aug - SCHOOL REVIEW DAY 

Mon 12th Aug - Yr. 5/6 Girls Soccer   

Division Finals 9am-2pm 

Ensemble Week - for Instrumental Music 

Students - Mon 12th Aug - Thurs 15th Aug 

Thurs 15th Aug - ENSEMBLE CONCERT 6PM 

Thurs 15th Aug - Yr5/6 Boys Hockey - Div. 

Finals 

Fri 16th Aug - Scien-tastic Show  

Mon 19th Aug - EBPS Athletics Yr. 3-6 

Thurs 22nd Aug - BOOK PARADE 9am                          

Fri 23rd Aug - Yr 5/6 HOOPTIME 

Sat 24th Aug - Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt 

Wed 28th Aug - Big Day in Jnr. IT Expo 

(Mainstream 5’s) 

Thurs 29th Aug - ***FATHER’S DAY STALL***    

Mon 2nd Sept - District Athletics Yr 3-6 

Mon 9th Sept - 2A&2B Ceres               

Environmental Park Excursion 

Mon 9th Sept - SCHOOL COUNCIL MTG. 

Tues 10th Sept - Moving Up : Year 6’s 

Mon 16th Sept - 5/6K Immigration       

Museum Excursion 

Tues 17th Sept - Moving Up : Year 6’s 

Wed 18th Sept - 5C Dance 6pm 

Thurs 19th Sept - 5A Dance 6pm 

Fri 20th  Sept - FOOTY DAY 

Fri 20th  Sept - Last Day Term 3          

2:30pm early finish 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone,  

I hope that you are managing to keep warm as we experience the last throes of a 

very cold winter. Lengthening days are just one of the markers that our seasons are 

changing, as are some early blossoms on some trees with the accompanying sweet 

smell of spring. 

Whilst a little preparatory work has been done in terms of our new building the real 

work of demolition has not yet begun. We are ever hopeful that work will begin in 

earnest this week. (STOP PRESS - the demolition started today!!) 

We are currently in the process of preparing our letters of offer for our new intake of 

Prep students for 2020, another marker that we are well and truly in the second half 

of the year and beginning to plan for the 2020 school year, which is always an      

exciting time in the life of any school. 

We had to postpone our House Athletics today, for children in Grades 3-6, now 

scheduled for Monday 19th August. We look forward to seeing our children dressed 

in their house colours and lots of parents coming along to support the children. 

 

Children and Illness at School 
In recent weeks I have had a number of representations from       

concerned parents about the number of children who are sent to 

school obviously unwell. Now I know you may say that I am always 

talking about how important it is that children are at school every 

day that they can be, and this remains true. 

HOWEVER, I can’t help but agree with these parents that school is not the place for 

a child who is contagious. Apart from the obvious effect of potentially spreading 

illness around, a child who is fighting a virus or infection often feels quite miserable 

and can’t focus on their learning; (having had a dose of Influenza A during the     

holidays I can certainly attest to that). When your child is unwell, it can be hard    

deciding whether to keep them off school. A few simple guidelines can help. 

Not every illness needs to keep your child from school. Use common sense when  

deciding whether or not your child is too ill to attend school.  

Ask yourself the following questions: 

* Is your child well enough to do the activities of the school day?        

If not, keep your child at home.  

* Does your child have a condition that could be passed on to    

other children or school staff? If so, keep your child at home.  

* Would you take a day off work if you had this condition? If so, 

keep your child at home.  
Continued next page………………. 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW -  

You can pay for all excursions &    

in school activities online using 

BPAY and your family                  

reference number? 

This family reference number can 

be found on the bottom of your         

Statement of Account. 

Then all you have to do is sign the 

permission form, mark it “paid 

online” and give it to the class        

teacher.  

It’s that easy ! Give it a go….. 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country       
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and 
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
and to Elders both past and present. 

At East Bentleigh Primary School we are committed to child safety.   
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Common conditions  

If your child is ill, it's likely to be due to one of a few minor health conditions.  Whether you send your child to school will 

depend on how severe you think the illness is.  

This guidance can help you make that judgement - Remember: if you're concerned about your child’s health, please 

take them to the doctor. 

Cough and cold - A child with a minor cough or cold may attend school.  If the cold is accompanied by a raised  

temperature, shivers or drowsiness, the child should stay off school, visit the GP and return to school 24 hours after they 

start to feel better. If your child has a more severe and long-lasting cough, consult your GP.  They can give guidance 

on whether the child should stay off school. 

Fever - is a sign that your body is fighting the germs that are making you sick. It's a common symptom of infections like 

flu. If it's 38C or higher, wait until your child is fever-free for at least 24 hours before sending them back to school. 

Rash - Rashes can be the first sign of many infectious illnesses, such as chickenpox and measles. Children with these 

conditions shouldn't attend school. If your child has a rash, check with your GP before sending them to school. 

Headache. - A child with a minor headache doesn't usually need to be kept off school.  If the headache is more     

severe or is accompanied by other symptoms, such as raised temperature or drowsiness, then keep the child off 

school and consult your GP. 

Vomiting and diarrhoea - Children with these conditions should be kept off school.  They can return 24 hours after their 

symptoms disappear.  Most cases of vomiting or diarrhoea get better without treatment, but if symptoms persist,     

consult your GP. 

Sore throat - A sore throat alone doesn't have to keep a child from school.  If it's accompanied by a raised tempera-

ture, the child should stay at home. 

Conjunctivitis - Children with conjunctivitis need to be kept off school until antibiotic eye ointment has been applied 

for 24 hours and discharge from eyes has ceased. 

Impetigo (School Sores) – Children with impetigo need to be kept off school until appropriate treatment has           

commenced - sores on exposed surfaces must be covered with a watertight dressing.  

 

100 Days of Prep 

Last week our 3 groups of preppies assembled together on the 

oval to celebrate their first 100 days at school. 

In the days prior to the event many families were busy             

supporting the children in putting together their collections of 

100. Some of Prep D’s were on display in the corridor of the 

main building. The children learned that 100 can look very      

different.  

 

 

Parent Opinion Survey 

Last week, 127 families were sent the online details and invited to complete this year’s DET ‘Parent Opinion               

Survey’ (POS).  This survey is the 3rd of the group of surveys conducted by DET that when put together paint a picture of 

our school in a systems way. Students from Years 4-6 take part in the Attitudes to School survey, details which were 

shared in a previous newsletter, staff and parents also have the opportunity to share their thoughts.  

When I checked the response rate for the POS earlier this week I was surprised to find that of 127 distributed only 25 

responses had been submitted - 20% of those invited. As all responses are done via a unique online and are              

confidential I have no idea who to send a reminder to. (It was much easier in the ‘old days’ when parents submitted 

hard copies with a named tear off strip), so we could target our follow up and not annoy everyone else. 

So, if are one of our lucky families who received an invitation I would be very grateful if you could take 15 minutes to 

complete. The POS completion date has been extended to the 18th August. I thank you in anticipation of your         

support. 

 

School Council News 

Due to the recent resignation of one of our current school council parent representatives, we now have a casual     

vacancy on our current council. The term of this vacancy will run from now till 30th March 2021. 

I would be happy to chat to anyone who may be interested in joining this group or alternatively you could chat to any 

other school council member.  

 

A reminder of the composition of our current school council is: 

President – Kym Mai  

Vice President – Lisa Vance  

Treasurer - Sue Jackson  

Minute Secretary – Alison Hackett  

Parent Representatives - Lisa Vance, Ofer Fridberg Kym Mai, Helen Woodruff and Andrew Goldfinch  

DET Representatives – Alison Hackett, Dagmar McNamara, Sue Jackson  

Executive Officer - Maria Shearn 

 
Continued next page……... 
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Child Safe Strategies 

A reminder to all our parent helpers and visitors to read our Child Safety Commitment as you sign in to our school. This 

commitment is displayed on the office window next to the sign in book. I thank you in joining us all here at EBPS in our 

endeavour to keep our children safe from harm.  

 

Enrolments for 2020 

These are now being taken - if you know of any sibling enrolments, (or any other for that matter), for next year would 

you please ask the parents concerned to let us know in the office. This will facilitate our planning processes.  

 

 

** Thought ** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal    

SPECIAL DELIVERY IN Class 6T ! 

Last Sunday - Margaret the Class 6T guinea pig had three   

babies - called pups! They are very cute and playful and all  

doing very well. 
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Reflections on our annual class play - ” The child of the Nile” 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Last week class 3D presented the annual class play “The child of the Nile” in front of 

their parents.  
 

Here is a selection of reflections the students considered after their performance. 
Enjoy! 

 
“In Drama I feel different because you pretend to be other people so you feel like 

you actually in another place and you do lots of actions and gestures being the  
other person.” Noah (Pharaoh) 
 
“We learn how to speak differently to our normal speaking. We almost know how 

the different people in the play feel and we can imagine different places and      
landscapes we have never seen before. We can put ourselves into another person’s 

shoes.” Filippo (Caleb) 
 
“You are in another country or in a magical world and sometimes you don’t even 

notice the audience.” Mia (Miriam) 
 

“We are suddenly a new person and we learn to step into a whole new world.”  
Banjo (Jethro) 
 
“We step into another world and experience something we have not experienced. 

We can learn how to co-operate and be in another world together. We also learn 
about other religions, places and things and feel that we are somewhere else.”     

Abby (Teacher ) 
 
“In Drama we all work together as a team, we dress up and become other people. If 
somebody is crying in the play you know that they are crying, you get a feeling of 

different places and things. Drama is sensationally amazing to me.” Armeen        
(Maid – Zipporah) 
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Parenting Article 



Parenting Article 



Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising  
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