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This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

* Thank you 

* Student Reports 

* Awards Assembly 

* Bentleigh Farmers’ Xmas 

Mkt 

* Positive Actions Advent 

Calendar 

* Lost Property  

* School grounds over the 

holidays 

Diary Dates 

Fri 14th Dec 

Open Eurythmy Class - Prep S 

Mon 17th Dec 

AWARDS ASSEMBLY - HALL @ 9AM 

Wed 19th Dec 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 6PM - HALL 

Thurs 20th Dec 

GRADE 6 EOY Excursion - Cable Park 

 

Friday 21st December 

EOY Grade 6 Performance 

12:30pm Hall 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL YEAR                 

** 1:30pm** Early Finish 

 

Sat 22nd Dec 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ CHRISTMAS MARKET       

8:00am - 12:30pm 

 

**FIRST DAY OF TERM 1/2019** 

Wednesday 30th January 2019 

8:50am start 

Monday 4th Feb to Friday 8th Feb 2019 

Grade 6 Camp 

Tuesday 19th Feb - Friday 1st March  

Year 3-4 Swimming Program (9 days) 

Monday 4th Mar - Friday 15th March  

Year 1-2 Swimming Program (9 days) 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone,  

This is a very important edition of our newsletter because it is the last full one for 

2018, as next week’s communication will be a special bulletin. This means it is the last 

one for our year six students. In some cases it is the last one for families who have 

been associated with the school for many years. To our year six parents we would 

like to say thank you for sharing your time, energy and most importantly, the          

development of your child with us. It has been a pleasure for us and we’d like to 

extend to you and your young person (now graduating to Secondary School), every 

good wish for the future.  

We have had another busy year, with much to celebrate. The children have been 

involved in a full and rich educational program and our staff has worked hard to 

maximise your child’s learning. Our community has once again worked hard to raise 

both funds and the profile of our school through various events throughout the year, 

the standout being the successful operation of the Bentleigh Farmers’ Market on the 

4th Saturday of every month. Thank you to the fabulous regular team of volunteers 

that assist every month, all coordinated by the indefatigable Heidi Nankervis.  

Our parents and our gardener Kirsty have worked tirelessly to beautify our grounds 

with new garden areas springing up to enhance the physical environment of our 

school. We will certainly miss Kirsty’s wonderful presence in our gardens and 

grounds. 

My thanks and appreciation to our School Council members, Kym Mai, Neale 

Delves, Andrew Goldfinch, Ofer Fridberg, Lisa Vance, Helen Woodruff, Julia Kantor, 

Jenny Small and Sue Jackson. It has been a real pleasure working with like-minded 

people all focussed on making our school the best it can possibly be. The planning 

required for our much anticipated performing arts centre has meant many extra 

hours of work for school council and I am grateful for their support. 

I would also like to say thank you once again to all our school community members 

for the time and effort they have put in during the year to help in any way with the 

running of our school. Thank you also to the parents and families who have taken 

the time to send words of thanks to the staff, we really do appreciate it. 

We can all certainly look towards the future with great optimism as we have more 

exciting times ahead. 

 

Continued next page………………... 

RAFFLE TICKETS  

ON SALE SOON 

TO WIN A  

GINGERBREAD HOUSE !! 

$1 PER TICKET 

$2 FOR 3 TICKETS 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout 
Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. 
We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and to Elders 
both past and present. 



Principal’s Report - Maria Shearn  

Thank you  I would like to thank the wonderful EBPS community for the fantastic response to our recent walkathon. I was incredibly 

humbled and most pleasantly surprised when our Business Manager Jane informed me recently that our community had raised 

$4000.00 through this venture. I will be enormously proud to present a cheque to State Schools’ Relief Committee (a non for profit 

organisation that supports the needs of underprivileged Victorian government school students by providing new school uniforms, 

shoes and educational resources). We, ( I am on the Board), work side by side with all Victorian Primary, Secondary, Special            

Developmental and Language schools to ensure that any students facing hardship have the necessary clothing and appropriate 

footwear for school.  We will also be sending a cheque to Very Special Kids to support them in their work. Thank you everyone for 

your wonderful generosity in supporting your child to support others. 

Students Reports  Your child’s Semester 2 assessment report will be coming home tomorrow. Please ensure you read through this    

report carefully and discuss (as appropriate) what it says with your child/ren. In particular, focus on the ‘areas for improvement and 

future learning’ and the achievement sections. It has been really interesting again this year reading through each class’ assessments, 

particularly the children’s own comments. They really give me a strong indication of what has been most enjoyable for them and 

what they know of themselves as learners.  I would like to thank all our teachers for the many hours of painstaking work they put into 

developing these reports for parents. I know that we all heave a sigh of satisfied relief when they are complete. They are a big job! 

Any feedback received will help us to further improve our practice. 

Awards Assembly  Our Awards Assembly this year will be held on Monday 17th December starting at 9.00am. At our Awards Assembly 

children will be presented with various awards including academic, sporting and community spirit awards for 2018. We will also    

announce our student leaders for 2019. This is always a very special annual event, so if you are able to attend, please try to get there. 

It is a wonderful time of celebration for our school community. 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Market   A reminder that our final market for this year will be our very special Christmas Market                                 

on Saturday 22nd December running from 8:00am - 12:30pm. What better way to source the freshest meat,                                           

fruit and vegies and other tasty treats in preparation for the all-important Christmas day feast!    

Positive Actions Advent Calendar   Whilst I know that not all of our families celebrate Christmas, I thought that the sentiment and  

ideas underpinning the following ‘advent calendar’ were worth sharing with you all anyway. I for one will be attempting to tick each 

one of these actions off (and more) during the coming days. I hope it ‘speaks’ to you as it did for me. 

Lost Property   Once again I’d like to remind parents about checking in lost property for your children’s missing belongings. As usual 

we are having a clear out of unclaimed belongings which are not named. Please have a look in the corridor for any missing items of 

clothing. We do try to match owners to found items, however it is amazing how often we don’t know who owns these items. Any  

uniform items left unclaimed at the end of the year will be laundered and added to our second hand uniform stock. 

School grounds during the Christmas holidays  Each year at this time I try to remember to ask parents to consider bringing their      

children up to school to play in our school grounds once or twice during the holidays. Your presence in the school grounds, I believe, 

helps to discourage vandalism.  

 

                                   **  Thought  ** 
 

 

 

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal 

 

 



Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 

 

As we quickly move to the end of 2018, these words from the Dalai Lama might strike a cord… 

 

The Wisdom of Forgiveness  
by Dalai Lama XIV 

 

“If we think only of ourselves, forget about other people, then our minds occupy a very small area.     

Inside that small area, even tiny problem appears very big. But the moment you develop a sense of 

concern for others, you realize that, just like ourselves, they also want happiness; they also want           

satisfaction. When you have this sense of concern, your mind automatically widens. At this point, your 

own problems, even big problems, will not be so significant. The result? Big increase in peace of mind. 

So, if you think only of yourself, only your own happiness, the result is actually less happiness.               

You get more anxiety, more fear.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Wishes to the entire school community and beyond for a happy 

and peaceful break, no matter what you may be doing. 

Stay safe and see you next year. 

Lee Jellis - Student Wellbeing Coordinator 

Parent Information - French News 

Walking Bus in 2018 

Yesterday - Wednesday 12th December - was our last Walking Bus for 2018. 

We have walked every Wednesday, bar one (due to inclement weather), 

this year and some of our students have walked every week! 

Thank-you to Jenny Small and her dog – Maxi (who is tiny) - who has been 

coordinating our Environmental Team and has walked every week.  

I would also like to thank other staff who have joined us throughout the year. 

We often have parents who walk with us and we really appreciate your    

involvement. 

I would like to give a special mention to Jordan G. in Grade 6, who has 

walked on our walking bus nearly every week since we started 5 years ago.   

I will miss our chats each Wednesday but wish him all the very best as he  

ventures onto secondary school. 

Sue Jackson - Assistant Principal 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/534762.The_Wisdom_of_Forgiveness
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/570218.Dalai_Lama_XIV


Parent Information 

Grade 1M and 2S Zoo Excursion 

On Tuesday 11th December, Grades 1M  & 2S went on an excursion to Melbourne Zoo - here are some 

thoughts the students from Grade 2S would like to share. 

  

The Day I Went To The Zoo - At the zoo my friends went in groups of 4 but I had 7 people in my group. My 

favourite animals were the meerkats because they’re cute, fuzzy, cuddly and small. PS We got to play 

and eat fruit, snack and lunch there. -  Will H. 

 

My Time at the Zoo - My favourite animal at the zoo were the meerkats. Meerkats live 

in Africa, meerkats also like to stay together and they are cute. That’s why I like     

meerkats. - Will C.     

 

The Melbourne Zoo - Yesterday 11.12.18 I went to the Melbourne Zoo. My favourite animal was the snow 

leopard, because it was white and it had black spots, it was epic. But that’s not it, we watched a clip 

about plastic in the sea and some people just throw plastic on the street and it goes down gutters into 

drains and in the sea. That’s one way it gets there. Now if you do that, stop it! - Troy 

 

Zoo Day 

My favourite animals were the seals because they can do tricks and 

they’re cute. My second is the meerkat because they stand up weirdly.    

- Riley 

 

Zoo Day - My favourite animal type was the meerkat because it was cute when it was playing. (The ba-

bies were the ones who were playing.) And they are cute also when they’re all together.  My second 

favourite animals were the wild dogs as the wild dogs look very nice and clean. - Vida 

 

Why We Should Not Use Plastic - We should not use plastic because when you drop it in the street it ends 

up in the sea. The animals eat it because they think it is food and feed it to their young, then they die. If 

you don’t want animals to die avoid plastic. - Zoran 

 

Gila Monsters - Gila monsters are the only venomous lizards in the whole world and one of the only USA 

and Mexican lizards that live in the desert.  - Georgie  

 



Music News 
 

THANKYOU 

On behalf of the Instrumental Music Team - Thankyou for your support!  

Whether it be encouraging your child to practice, coming to the many soiree’s or concerts throughout the 
year or bringing in donated instruments, shoulder rests, bows and rosin, Thankyou. 

We would like to remind you that if you have any questions or concerns please contact either myself or 
your child’s instrumental teacher directly. It’s really important that as we reflect on the year that we do 
not leave any questions or concerns unanswered. 

Our contact details are as follows: 

Felicite Heine - felicitecheine@gmail.com 

Michael Webb - michaeldwebb@bigpond.com 

Jonathan Tosio - jonathan.tosio@gmail.com 

 

MAKEUP LESSONS 

Most lessons should finish this week but if your child does have a lesson next week, please make sure 
they bring their instruments home after their lesson. It is imperative that you and your child are          

responsible for their instrument over the holidays as we have maintenance staff and cleaners come in over 
the break and they will need to move instruments in order to make sure they can do their job and we   

cannot guarantee where they end up.  

CHRISTMAS BUSKING 

We are looking for students to busk at our Christmas Farmers’ Market on Saturday 22nd of December. 
There are carols located outside the music room in the BER which are available for students to collect.      

I have spoken to a few students but please let me know if your child is interested.                                    
I will be there on the day to help out and play along. 

SELLING INSTRUMENTS  

We have a poster and forms to fill out outside the Music Room in the BER and outside my teaching room 
in the main building. We will be adding instruments to the list as parents send in the details, so that     

families at our school can source instruments from families within the school before looking elsewhere. 

HOLIDAY PRACTICE 

We understand that you and your students will be planning family holidays and we wish you all the best 
for the break and hope you have a wonderful holiday season. We do encourage students to practice during 

this time but understand that if you are going interstate or overseas it is difficult to coordinate bringing 
instruments on your holidays. If you are staying at home we do encourage students to practice and would 
like to remind your students that they have access to the 8notes page which has a wide range of music for 

all instruments.  

You can access the site via: www.8notes.com 

Username: felicitecheine@gmail.com  Password: MusicRocks2018 

 

Plans for 2019 
 

GUITAR and PIANO LESSONS 

I have spoken to Maria (Principal) and she has made mention that we have a number of students          
interested in learning Guitar at the school. I would also like to offer Piano lessons after school however in 
order to offer additional lessons we need to make sure there is a sufficient number of interested students 
for these teachers to come in, so please, if you could have a think over the weekend and the coming week 

and please let me know via email if you would like your child to learn in 2019,                                          
please let me know at your earliest convenience.  

COMMUNICATION 

Next year the instrumental music team will be going paperless, so please look out for a group email.    
Students will no longer have a practice book, instead we will be communicating and letting you know of 

any requirements or homework that we set via email.  
 
 

Felicite Heine - Instrumental Music Coordinator 

Parent Information 

mailto:felicitecheine@gmail.com
mailto:michaeldwebb@bigpond.com
http://www.8notes.com
mailto:felicitecheine@gmail.com


Parent Information  

Prep S - What is Chanukah? 
 

 

 

On Tuesday 11th December, Reuben's Mum and Dad presented an information session on Chanukah. 

Chanukah (also known as Hanukkah) is the ‘Jewish Festival Of Lights’. The date it’s celebrated changes 

each year, depending on the Western calendar, but it usually falls in November or December.  

The celebration dates back to two centuries before Christianity began, and lasts for eight days.  

The word ‘Hanukkah’ means dedication, and honours one of the greatest miracles in Jewish history. 

 

The children learnt to play with a Dreidel (spinning top) game, and also learnt to sing a short song while 

spinning the tops!   

Thank-you Joey & Lucy for your time and effort. 

 

Alli Shields - Prep S Teacher 

  



Parenting Article 



Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising  

Half Price Xmas Sale!!! 
 

Come relax in my home salon while I  
enhance your natural eyelashes, no 

need to wear make up for Xmas and New 
Years!  

 
Call to book before this amazing offer 

books out!  
 

Qualified eyelash technician  
Classic set $50   normally $100 
Hybrid set $60    normally $120 
Volume set $65    normally $130 

 
Any enquires or to book contact  

Candy 0401 224 734  
Offer expires Jan 30th 2018 


