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This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

*  Awards Assembly  

* Student Reports 

* Bentleigh Farmers’   

Christmas Market - 23rd Dec 

* Long Service Leave 

*  Positive Advent Calender 

* Lost Property 

* School grounds during 

school holidays 

Diary Dates 

Thurs 14th Dec 

4T Play 6pm 

Fri 15th Dec 

French Dance Show visiting - whole school 

School reports sent home 

Mon 18th Dec 

Awards Assembly 9am in Hall 

Wed 20th Dec 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 6pm in Hall 

Thurs 21st Dec 

Grade 6 EOY Excursion 

Friday 22nd Dec 

Grade 6 EOY Performance  

12:30pm in Hall 

LAST DAY OF YEAR  Early Finish  

@ 1:30pm 
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OF SCHOOL 2018 is 

TUESDAY 30th January 

2018   

@ 8:50am start 

Principal’s Report -  Maria Shearn 

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 

14th December 2017          Term 4 / Week 10, Issue  5  

Bignell Road 
East Bentleigh 3165 

Phone: 9570 3525 Fax: 9579 0205 
Email: east.bentleigh.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of  lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone,  

This is a very important edition of our newsletter because it is the last full one for 

2017, as next week’s communication will be a bulletin. This means it is the last one for 

our year six students. In some cases it is the last one for families who have been    

associated with the school for many years. To our year six parents we would like to 

say thank you for sharing your time, energy and most importantly, the development 

of your child with us. It has been a pleasure for us and we’d like to extend to you 

and your young person (now graduating to Secondary School), every good wish for 

the future.  

We have had another busy year, with much to celebrate. The children have been 

involved in a full and rich educational program and our staff has worked hard to 

maximise your child’s learning. Our community has once again worked hard to raise 

both funds and the profile of our school through various events throughout the year, 

the standout being the successful operation of the Bentleigh Farmers’ Market on the 

4th Saturday of every month. Thank you to all those involved. 

Our parents and our gardener Kirsty have worked tirelessly to beautify our grounds 

with new garden areas springing up to enhance the physical environment of our 

school. My sincere thanks to Ramana Dean, Kirsty Crockford and Neale Delves who 

have coordinated the program of working bees. 

My thanks and appreciation to our School Council members, Kym Mai, Neale 

Delves, Andrew Goldfinch, Ofer Fridberg, Lisa Vance, John Wayne, Julia Kantor, 

Jenny Small and Sue Jackson. It has been a real pleasure working with like-minded 

people all focussed on making our school the best it can possibly be. 

I would also like to say thank you once again to all our school community members 

for the time and effort they have put in during the year to help in any way with the 

running of our school. Thank you also to the parents and families who have taken 

the time to send words of thanks to the staff, we really do appreciate it. 

Our school community has continued to grow and next year will see the addition of 

another new class group. We will also be welcoming new staff members to replace 

much loved class teachers Ramana Dean, Sarah Thurgood, Lachlan Griffin, Jessica 

Agganis, Joel Doutch and Jarrad Camelliri as they make significant changes in their 

lives. We can all certainly look towards the future with great optimism as we have 

more exciting times ahead. 

Awards Assembly 

Our Awards Assembly this year will be held on Monday 18th December  

starting at 9:00am in the Hall. At our Awards Assembly children will be       

presented with various awards including academic, sporting and          

community spirit awards for 2017. We will also announce our student leaders 

for 2018. This is always a very special annual event, so if you are able to    

attend, please try to get there. It is a wonderful time of celebration for our 

school community. 

      Continued next page……..                                                                                              

** REMINDER ** 

We have an                  

EARLY FINISH TIME OF  

1:30pm 

on the last day of school 

next Friday 22nd Dec. 
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Student Reports 

Your child’s Semester 2 assessment report will be coming home tomorrow.  

Please ensure you read through this report carefully and discuss (as appropriate) what it says with your 

child/ren. In particular, focus on the ‘areas for improvement and future learning’ and the achievement 

sections. It has been really interesting again this year reading through each class’ assessments, particularly 

the children’s own comments. They really give me a strong indication of what has been most enjoyable 

for them and what they know of themselves as learners.  

I would like to thank all our teachers for the many hours of painstaking work they put into developing 

these reports for parents. I know that we all heave a sigh of satisfied relief when they are complete. They 

are a big job! I urge you all to take advantage of the parent comment page at the back of these reports. 

Any feedback received will help us to further improve our practice. 

 

Bentleigh Farmers’ CHRISTMAS Market 

A reminder that our final market for this year will be our very special Christmas Market on 

Saturday 23rd December running from 8:00-12:30pm. What better way to source the    

freshest meat, fruit and vegies and other tasty treats in preparation for the all-important 

Christmas day feast! 

 

Long Service Leave 

Now for some personal news. I have been granted long service leave for the duration of Term 1 in 2018. 

During this time, Russell and I will be ticking off another one of our ‘bucket list’ items by travelling             

extensively through many countries in South America, then exploring Antarctica on a 2 week expedition.  

I’m sure we’ll have many stories to tell on our return. 

During my absence Sue Jackson will be Acting Principal. She will be ably supported by 2 Acting Assistant 

Principals who will be selected through an internal ‘Expression of Interest’ process. These EoI’s are due    

tomorrow so I will be able to advise the successful candidates via email next week. 

Whilst I am a little nervous about being away from home for so long, (I will miss my grandies dreadfully), I 

have every confidence that our thriving school community will continue to do so in Sue’s and all of our 

caring staff’s capable hands. 

 

Positive Actions Advent Calendar 

Whilst I know that not all of our families celebrate Christmas, I thought that the sentiment and ideas         

underpinning the following ‘advent calendar’ were worth sharing with you all anyway. I for one will be  

attempting to tick each one of these actions off (and more) during the coming days. I hope it ‘speaks’ to 

you, as it did for me. 
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Lost Property 

Once again I’d like to remind parents about checking in lost property for your children’s missing              

belongings. As usual we are having a clear out of unclaimed belongings which are not named. Please 

have a look on the tables in the corridor outside the office for any missing items of clothing. We do try to 

match owners to found items, however it is amazing how often we don’t know who owns these items. Any 

uniform items left unclaimed at the end of the year will be laundered and added to our second hand  

uniform stock or donated to charity. 

School grounds during the Christmas holidays 

Each year at this time I try to remember to ask parents to consider bringing their children up to school to 

play in our school grounds once or twice during the holidays. Your presence in the school grounds,               

I believe, helps to discourage vandalism.  

Thought 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time……………….Maria Shearn - Principal  

SCHOOL HOLIDAY CHICKEN / DUCK ROSTER 
 
Anyone who is keen to help out 
please contact myself on 0439 378 329 
or visit me at the greenhouse at 
school and I can put you on the   
roster and show you how it all 
works. Thanks.. Kirsty  
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Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 

STRENGHTS 
Grade 6 students heading off to secondary school, are finding out more about themselves through the 

VIA strengths test. This test aggregates their responses to determine their top five strengths. The children I 

spoke with were interested to discover more about their strengths and hopefully will explore ways they 

can build on them in the years to come. 

Charlie 

Yesterday we did a survey about our strengths and our personality. At the end of the test we found out 

our five top strengths. 

Mine were:  

1. Humour and Playfulness  

2. Curiosity 

3. Creativity  

4. Appreciation of Beauty and Excellence 

5. Gratitude 

I was surprised that I got appreciation of beauty and excellence, but I kind of expected the others. 

Meitar 

In yesterday’s survey I came out with the following five top strengths: 

     1. Appreciation of beauty and excellence 

     2. Creativity 

     3. Gratitude 

     4. Curiosity 

     5. Love 

The test made me feel open and some of the questions were difficult. For example - When you hear 

lovely music or see something beautiful, does it make you feel good? Do you sit and watch or listen? 

Jenny 

I enjoyed doing the strengths survey. It was asking you how you feel about friends, family and life. My 

top five strengths were: 

 1.Caution, Carefulness, and Discretion 

 2. Love of Learning 

 3. Critical Thinking and Objective Judgment 

 4. Appreciation of Beauty and Excellence 

 5. Industry and Perseverance 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our graduating year 6’s a wonderful and successful       

transition to year 7. We hope you will take the time to visit us when you have some time!  

Have a great break everyone. I hope you have a wonderful and safe holiday - see you all next year! 

 

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 



Students in Class 4S have been exploring different forms of poetry. 

Here is a beautiful poem that expresses some wonderful sentiments to take with us for the holidays. 

 

Untitled 

 

There is nothingness, spreading in everything and everyone. 

It is not a colour, an object or a feeling. 

It is the opposite to a something. 

It is a nothing. 

 

But there is a one in a million. 

And that one in a million is not pierced by the nothingness. 

Instead they have most important values. 

Love. Truth. Loyalty. 

And that person may not know it but they can change everything. 

 

That one in a million could be anyone. 

It could be you or me. 

 

If you think you love, love harder. 

 

It you think you are truthful, be even more truthful. 

 

If you think you are loyal, be the most loyal you can be. 

So I say inspire. 

Inspire to be that one in a million. 

Love. Truth. Loyalty. 

By Olivia R-B 

 

Parent Information  



Parent Information  



Parent Information  



Parent Information 

Learning Literacy in Steiner/ Waldorf Prep Term IV 2017 

This term in Prep R we discovered the consonant letters. With our unique artistic            

approach to educating the child, head, heart and hands, we drew the abstract from 

out of the artistic. In our consonants Main Lesson the letters were introduced through 

rich stories. The children developed phonemic awareness and discovered the letter 

symbols through song, movement and pictures. The class have really enjoyed learning 

the consonant letters this term and are busy binding their pages together into their Main 

Lesson books. What a privilege it has been to share in their learning and growth this 

year.  Well Done children! Ramana 

 

JOB VACANCY 

Taraleigh Steiner Kindergarten is seeking a diploma qualified assistant for a   

casual 6 week position commencing on Tuesday 30th February, 2018 

The position is for 18hrs per week consisting of Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 

8:30am – 2:30pm. Steiner training preferred but not essential. 

You will be paid in accordance of the 2016 VECTEA award. 

If you are interested in this position or know anyone who may be, please contact 

Jodie on 0409 218 880. 

Community Information 



Parenting Article 



Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising 


