
Principal’s Report   1 – 2 

This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

 

*  Child Safe Standards 

*  Swimming Program 

*  Class Reps 2019 

*  Epilepsy - Purple Day 

*  Sunsmart 

*  Dogs in school grounds 

Diary Dates 

Monday 4th Mar - Friday 15th Mar 

Year 1-2 Swimming Program (9 days) 

Monday 11th Mar 

LABOUR DAY - PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

Monday 18th Mar 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 7pm 

Friday 22nd Mar 

NATIONAL RIDE2SCHOOL DAY & EBPS 

WALKING BUS 

Saturday 23rd Mar 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 8am-12:30pm 

TUESDAY 26th Mar 

EPILEPSY - Wear Purple Day 

Wednesday 27th Mar - Friday 29th Mar 

Year 3 - Camp ‘Wombat Corner” 

Wednesday 3rd April 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

Friday 5th Apr 

Easter Bonnet Parade 9am 

LAST DAY TERM 1 - Early Finish 

2:30pm 

Tuesday 23rd April 

FIRST DAY TERM 2 - 8:50am start 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

 

Child Safe Standards 

 

East Bentleigh Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all         

children and young people. This will be the primary focus of our care and decision-

making. East Bentleigh Primary has zero tolerance for child abuse.  

We are committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young 

people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that     

affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal 

children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as 

well as the safety of children with a disability.  

 

Every person involved in the East Bentleigh Primary School community has a          

responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually 

and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young 

people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they make.  

 

In our planning, decision-making and operations, East Bentleigh Primary School will  

1. Take a preventative, proactive and participatory approach to child safety;  

2. Value and empower children to participate in decisions which affect their lives;  

3. Foster a culture of openness that supports all persons to safely disclose risks of 

harm to children  

4. Respect diversity in cultures and child rearing practices while keeping child safety 

paramount;  

5. Provide written guidance on appropriate conduct and behaviour towards       

children;  

6. Engage only the most suitable people to work with children and have high quality 

staff and volunteer supervision and professional development;  

7. Ensure children know who to talk with if they are worried or are feeling unsafe, 

and that they are comfortable and encouraged to raise such issues;  

8. Report suspected abuse, neglect or mistreatment promptly to the appropriate 

authorities;  

9. Share information appropriately and lawfully with other organisations where the 

safety and wellbeing of children is at risk; and  

10. Value the input of and communicate regularly with families and carers.  

Throughout the year you will read in more detail how our school is going about    

ensuring the safety of our precious children.  

       Continued next page 

Uniform Shop 

Hours 
 

TUESDAYS 

8:45am to 9:15am 

FRIDAYS 

8:45am to 9:15am 

 

If you cannot make these 

times - you can place an 

order and pay at the office. 

Your order will be sent home 

with your child. 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country       
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and 
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
and to Elders both past and present. 
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Swimming Program 

Our intensive 2 week swimming program for our year 3’s and 4’s finished last week and what a two weeks they were!  

The two weeks saw how well a logistically complex operation such as bussing very young students to and from a pool 

quite a distance away can work so efficiently with everyone working collaboratively together. The year 1’s and 2’s are 

currently mid-way through their intensive 2 week program. 

The success of this program begins with the careful planning by John Seeary, Jane Keen  and the staff at Toby Haenen 

Swim Centre. Then comes the cooperation demonstrated by our students, guided by their teachers and support staff 

getting to and from the pool. Lastly but by no means least, what also helped enormously was the fantastic parent  

support we have down at the pool to ensure that children are dressed in record time. 

It is great to see so many of our children participate so enthusiastically and a great deal of improvement in their skills 

was noted. I was particularly proud of the way our young ones conducted themselves during the change of routine 

over the ensuing weeks. Well done to ALL involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Representatives 

Thank you to those parents who have taken on the role of class rep for 2019. Class reps play a most important role in 

ensuring that important information is disseminated to all families of each class. We now have all classes with a class 

rep. Many thanks also to Lisa Vance and Kym Mai who are coordinating this group. 

 

Epilepsy Day – Wear Purple – Tuesday 26th March  

March 26th is Epilepsy Day. Celebrating this day gives us all an opportunity to            

recognise the importance of inclusion and diversity and how positively these values 

can affect our workplace, home life and our communities. Our student leaders have 

organised a “PURPLE DAY” to celebrate this event. All gold coin donations will go to the 

Epilepsy Foundation who do so much good work to improve the lives of people with 

Epilepsy.  

Purple Day was founded in 2008, by nine-year-old Cassidy Megan of Nova Scotia, 

Canada. Motivated by her own struggles with epilepsy, Cassidy started Purple Day in 

an effort to get people talking about the condition and to let those impacted by     

seizures know that they are not alone. She named the day Purple Day after the          

internationally recognized colour for epilepsy, lavender. 

 

Sunsmart 

It is fantastic to see that hats are being worn whilst out in the sunshine with little need for reminders these days - thank 

you to our parents and teachers for your continued support. 

A reminder though that those UV rays are at their strongest at the end of the day so we strongly encourage hats being 

worn when coming to and from school - perhaps an extra hat that lives in your child’s school bag would do the trick. 

 

Dogs in the school ground: Parents please refrain from bringing your pet dogs into the school grounds. 

We do have some children who are terrified of dogs. Please leave them tied up outside the gate. 

Thank-you. 

 

        

 

**  Thought  ** 
“You can teach a student a lesson for a day; but if you can teach them to learn by creating curiosity, 

they will continue the learning process as long as they live.“ Clay P. Bedford 

 

 

 

 

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal 



Parent Information 

MPSSA SWIMMING 2019  
 

There were a number of fantastic performances on  
Tuesday 5th March, at the MPSSA Swimming Carnival. 
 

The clear highlight of the carnival was the performance 
of Julian L. and Phillip B. in 6T. Julian finished 1st in the 
12yr Boys Freestyle and 2nd in the Butterfly. Phillip      
finished 1st in the 12yr Boys Backstroke and 3rd in the 
Breaststroke. Both boys will compete again next    
Wednesday in the Kingston Division Finals.  
 

Other standout performances included Samuel F. in 56K, 
who finished 4th in the 10yr old Freestyle and 4th in the  
Backstroke.   

 

Thanks also to teacher - Tanja Boxelaar and our         
supportive parents plus the whole swim team for their 
excellent behaviour whilst representing the school.  
 
Thanks 
John Seeary - PE Teacher 

 

WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE 
 

Hi, I’m Eden and I’ve been growing my hair for a long time. Any time I’ve been asked if I want my haircut (when my 
Mum has really just been sick of helping me get the knots out of my hair!), I’ve said no! I LOVE my long hair. I’ve never 

minded that people think I must be a girl (because girls rock!). But, as I said to my Mum & Dad... “it’s time, and I want to 

do it for a great cause”, so... 

I’m taking part in the World's Greatest Shave for the Leukaemia Foundation! I'm on a mission to shave the world from 

blood cancer. I’ll be shaving my head at the school market on Thursday, March 14th! 

Please sponsor me to give families facing blood cancer the emotional and practical support they need. You'll also fund 

vital research to help more people survive blood cancers, while improving their quality of life. 

Every day another 35 Australians are diagnosed with a blood cancer. That's one Aussie every 41 minutes.                   

Although research is improving survival, sadly an Australian loses their life to blood cancer every two hours. 

Will you help by sponsoring me? 

Please click the button and sponsor me today! 

https://worldsgreatestshave.com - go to “sponsor” then search for  

Eden Thurgood Gates, or you can make a cash donation on the day at  

the market.  Thanks  

https://worldsgreatestshave.com


Parent Information 

***  WALKING BUS  *** 

We will also have a special WALKING BUS on this day (Friday 22nd March), 

starting at the tennis courts on Brady Road, then walking through Centenary 

Park and then down Bignell Road to school. We will meet ready to start     

walking at 8:30am.  ALL ARE WELCOME  !! 



Parent Information 

MUSIC NEWS 



Parent Information 



Parent / Community Information 

BABYSITTING 

Hi, I’m Tara McKenzie, Chloe’s (6T) sister.   

I’m in Year 10 at OLSH College, Bentleigh.  I have been an Assistant Dance Teacher at 
Dance Desires, Carnegie teaching 3-8 year olds for the last four years.    

If you are looking for a fun, reliable and responsible babysitter, please give me a call on 
0466 080 934. 

BABYSITTING 
I am a parent from Class 1 S and we live 5 minutes from school. If anyone 
needs care and baby sitting before and after school, weekends or during 
school holidays. I am very experienced and happy to help. We have a huge 
backyard and I am experienced in making  nutritious meals for the kids. 
Please contact me (Dawn 0424 886 775) or catch me at drop offs or pick up.  

GLEN EIRA COLLEGE 

76 Booran Road, Caulfield East Vic 3145 

Telephone:  03 9571 7838 Website:  https://gec.vic.edu.au/ 

 

BIENVENUE, YOOKOSO  & SHALOM OPEN DAY 

Tuesday 30th April 2019 at 9.15am. 

Take a tour and learn about our 

innovative language programs. 

COLLEGE OPEN DAY 

Wednesday 1st May 2019. 

Tours at 9.15am, 11.30am, & 1.45pm  (Bookings essential). 

Evening Presentation 6.30pm. 

SEAL ACCELERATION PROGRAM AND LANGUAGES IMMERSION 

Information Night 

Monday 6th May 2019 6.30pm. 

SEAL Test for Year 7 2020 

Friday 17th May 1pm. 

PRINCIPAL TOURS 

See website for dates. 

Bookings essential for all tours. 

Ring 9571 7838 

 

https://gec.vic.edu.au/


Parenting Article 



Parenting Article 



Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising  


