
Principal’s Report   1 – 2 

This week in the Principal’s Report the   

following topics are covered: 

 

*  Christchurch 

*  School Council News 

*  Child Safe Standards 

*  Epilepsy Wear Purple Day 

*  Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 

*  Congratulations! 

Diary Dates 

Friday 22nd Mar 

NATIONAL RIDE2SCHOOL DAY & EBPS 

WALKING BUS 

Saturday 23rd Mar 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 8am-12:30pm 

TUESDAY 26th Mar 

EPILEPSY - Wear Purple Day 

Wednesday 27th Mar - Friday 29th Mar 

Year 3 - Camp ‘Wombat Corner” 

Wednesday 3rd April 

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

Thursday 4th  April 

Easter Bonnet Parade 9:00am 

Steiner Prep Harvest Festival 2:30pm 

 

Friday 5th Apr 

LAST DAY TERM 1 - Early Finish 

2:30pm 

**Tuesday** 23rd April 

FIRST DAY TERM 2 - 8:50am start 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

As I write this, I am amazed at how quickly the term has flown. It is hard to believe 

that we are almost at the end of the term already. It seems like only yesterday we 

were preparing for our first day of the school year. I know we have some very tired 

children, (especially after the 4 weeks of the swimming program) around the place  

On Tuesday, we conducted our second school tour for this term for prospective  

parents. We had 20 families on the tour – about 50 adults and children. Our school  

leaders, Harper and Sean did an amazing job answering questions and talking 

about all the exceptional programs we have here at East Bentleigh Primary School. 

 

Christchurch  

I hardly know how to begin to write this piece. As a result of the terror attack in 

Christchurch, you may be feeling overwhelmed. It’s not uncommon to experience 

shock, disbelief and uncertainty about what the future might bring after an event 

like this. Although this may feel uncomfortable, it is very normal.  

It’s important that we support each other, especially members of the Muslim       

community during this time, and check in with colleagues, friends and family about 

how they might be feeling as a result of these events.  

Due to the blanket coverage on various forms of media, your children may well 

have been exposed to images or sounds that no child, (nor adult for that matter), 

should see or hear. As a staff we have sought expert advice and discussed ways of 

speaking to children who may want to discuss this with their class teacher. Whilst we 

have already emailed all families some advice from the Psychological Society, on 

how to best speak with your children in regards to the fears or anxieties that this 

event may have heightened,  I am attaching to this newsletter a very accessible 

article from Michael Grose, our regular parenting guru. I encourage you to take the 

time to read it. Remember too that you can also contact Lifeline on 13 11 14 or   

Beyond Blue on 1300 22 4636 should you need support.  

 

School Council News 

Our new school council for 2019-2020 met for the first time last Monday night. At this 

meeting we elected our new executive for 2019.  Our new council is:  

President – Kym Mai  

Vice President – Lisa Vance  

Treasurer - Sue Jackson  

Minute Secretary – Alison Hackett  

Parent Representatives - Lisa Vance, Ofer Fridberg Kym Mai, Helen Woodruff,       

Andrew Goldfinch and Lisa Wilson.  

DET Representatives – Alison Hackett, Dagmar McNamara, Sue Jackson  

Executive Officer - Maria Shearn                            Continued next page……………... 

Uniform Shop 

Hours 
 

TUESDAYS 

8:45am to 9:15am 

FRIDAYS 

8:45am to 9:15am 

 

If you cannot make these 

times - you can place an 

order and pay at the office. 

Your order can be sent 

home with your child. 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country       
throughout Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and 
communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
and to Elders both past and present. 
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Once again I would like to thank those people so willing to commit their time and effort into improving our school. Our 

first meeting was most productive, with school council members willingly putting their hands up as office bearers. 

Please look out in next week’s communication for how you too may become more involved.  

Please let us know if you would like to be involved in any of the groups below as they are definitely not restricted to 

school council members only. Convenors of these subcommittees are usually a member of school council. Please let 

us know if you’d like to serve on any of the following (each group sets its own meeting time, meeting at some time  

before each school council meeting): Finance, Policy/Education, Facilities, Publicity, Bentleigh Farmers’ Market,     

Communication and Grants.  

At our meeting on Monday night we also presented our 2018 Annual Report, which lists our achievements over the 

2018 year. Once ‘attested to’ by our school council president Kym Mai, the report will be uploaded to our website for 

your information. A limited number of hard copies will be available from the office. 

 

The Child Safe Standards  

The aim of the child safe standards is to drive continuous improvement so that protecting children from abuse is       

embedded in everyday thinking and practice of leaders, staff and volunteers. The focus of the standards is on raising 

awareness and helping organisations to create and maintain child safe environments through education and training. 

The Child Safe Standards have been introduced in response to the recommendations of the Victorian Parliamentary 

Inquiry into the Handling of Child Abuse by Religious and Other Non-Government Organisations, which found that 

more must be done to prevent and respond to child abuse. The standards apply to all organisations that provide     

services for children, including early childhood services.  

 

Creating a child safe organisation  

In complying with the child safe standards, schools must include the following principles as part of each standard:  

- promoting the cultural safety of Aboriginal children  

- promoting the cultural safety of children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds  

- promoting the safety of children with a disability.  

 

To create and maintain a child safe organisation, an early childhood service must have in place the following 7   

standards:  

 

Standard 1: Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety, including through effective leadership      

arrangements.  

Standard 2: A child safe policy or statement of commitment to child safety.  

Standard 3: A code of conduct that establishes clear expectations for appropriate behaviour with children.  

Standard 4: Screening, supervision, training and other human resources practices that reduce the risk of child abuse by 

new and existing personnel. 

Standard 5: Processes for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse.  

Standard 6: Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse.  

Standard 7: Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment of children.  

 

The National Quality Framework already requires schools to meet many aspects of the child safe standards. At EBPS 

we will be review our policies, procedures and practices including our current child safe environment and staffing  

policies and procedures to ensure they meet the child safe standards.  

The Department of Education and Training has also developed Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) to assist.  

 

There is an extensive array of resources and information to support our knowledge in this area. Go to the PROTECT – 

page at the following address: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/protect/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Epilepsy Day – Wear Purple – Tuesday 26th March  

Tuesday 26th is Epilepsy Day. Our student leaders have organised a “PURPLE DAY” to celebrate this event. All gold coin 

donations will go to the Epilepsy Foundation who do so much good work to improve the lives of people with Epilepsy. 

 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Market  

A reminder that our next market is this Saturday 23rd March running from 8am-12:30pm. Browsing through all the      

wonderful stalls is a relaxing way of spending some time on a Saturday morning - I hope to see you there. 

 

Finally: 

Congratulations to this group of EBPS students who made their voices heard at the recent 

climate change rally. I was very proud to see you standing up so publically for what I know 

you truly believe in.  

 

** Thought **  We are less when we don't include everyone. By Stuart Milk 
 

Until next time…………...Maria Shearn - Principal 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/protect/Pages/default.aspx


Sue’s News 

The National Young Leaders Day – Monday  18th March  at the Melbourne Convention Centre - is an annual event held for primary 

school leaders in each state of Australia. The day focuses on our young leaders and how they can develop their character, tal-

ents and skills to make them effective and inspirational leaders now and in the future.  

 

I had the pleasure of escorting our School Captains and Vice Captains to this event this year. The students heard from the follow-

ing leaders and participated in an exciting, entertaining day along with over 3000 other primary aged students from all over Vic-

toria. 

 Sport – Holly Ferling and Leisel Jones 

 Community Service – Tim Diamond 

 The Arts – Cal Wilson 

 

Here is their recount of the day: 

The day began with an early departure from Bentleigh station @ 8:00am.              

We walked from Southern Cross Station to the Melbourne Convention Centre – 

along with all the other primary aged students and their teachers and parents. 

There were over 3000 students attending to listen to the following speakers. Each leader chose one of the speakers that inspired 

them and wrote the following: 

Cal Wilson - Cal Wilson is one of Australia’s most popular comedians and appeared on shows such as: Have You Been Paying 

Attention, Spicks and Specks and Hughesy, we have a problem. Her amazing stand-up comedy shows are engaging, hilarious 

and often inspire the audience. Cal has written a children’s book called ”George and the Great Bum Stampede”. Cal spoke 

about saying yes to different experiences and that you learn more when you are out of your comfort zone. By Zane Meikle 

 

Holly Ferling - Holly Ferling is one of the biggest names in women cricket and has recently joined the Melbourne Stars in the 

W.B.B.L. In her career, she has had a few rough times with injuries. Holly spoke about how even if bad things happen you need to 

bounce back and try again. Holly also spoke about fish – the preps being the little fish and the Grade 6’s being the big fish, and 

the ones the little fishes look up to. Next year big fishes in Grade 6 will become little fishes again at secondary school. Finally, she 

spoke about how to always try new things and that they will be scary but exciting. By Sean Burke 

 

Leisel Jones - Leisel jones is a 9 times Olympic and a 10 times Commonwealth Games Medalist. She begun her career when she 

was only 15 and ended her career in 2015. Her messages to us were the following: 

1. Have crazy goals – meaning have whatever idea you want because you need to aim high. 

2. Success cannot be taught but it can be learnt – with many hours of hard work you can always be successful. 

3. It all starts with a single step. Break all your crazy goals into smaller steps and begin working on them straight away. 

Telling ourselves to have big ideas everyday will create new opportunities for all of us. By Juliette Smith 

 

Tim Diamond 

When you go past a ‘Cotton On’ store, you may not know that there is a selection of products that are 

making millions of dollars for International Building Projects each year. Tim Diamond – General Manager 

of Cotton On Foundation – has raised enough money to build a school in Uganda with proper desks, 

chalkboards, sustainable toilets and water tanks. It is devastating to see what these children go through 

just to eat or drink fresh water or the distance they travel to school each day. Tim’s foundation now 

provides two meals a day for every student with fresh water (up to 5 litres per child) from the water 

tanks. By Harper Delves 

 

Congratulations to all our School Captains/Vice who represented East Bentleigh P.S. proudly at this exciting event. 

 “Leadership is about you making your contribution and together we can shine brightly” 

Sue Jackson - Assistant Principal 

SCHOOL CAPTAIN’S  NEWS 

 
ANZAC News -  On Wednesday 24th April (first week back in Term 2), we will be 

representing the school at the ANZAC Day Ceremony at the Bentleigh R.S.L. We 

will be selling ANZAC badges and wristbands to support the R.S.L. over the next 

two weeks. Prices range from $1:00 - $5:00. 

 

 

EASTER BONNET PARADE  

We will once again be holding this fun event on the  second last day (Thursday 4th April) of this term at 

9:00am on the basketball court (weather permitting).              

Please see attached noticed. 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=easter+bonnet+hats&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=sC4U_8daybOrOM&tbnid=_n6In54L8H8ZlM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://noraathome.blogspot.com/2012/04/easter-bonnet-2012.html&ei=TjNBUZ3QLoTomAX9w4CABw&bvm=bv.43287494,d.dGI&p


Parent Information 

***  WALKING BUS  *** 

We will also have a special WALKING BUS on this day (Friday 22nd March), 

starting at the tennis courts on Brady Road, then walking through Centenary 

Park and then down Bignell Road to school. We will meet ready to start     

walking at 8:30am.  ALL ARE WELCOME  !! 



Parent Information 

TIME - by Class 3D 

 

Class 3D recently finished a Main Lesson in Numeracy/Measurement 

about ‘Time’.  

Here are some of the reflective observations or poetry about ‘Time’ by 

the students.  

 

Tip, tip, tip,  

time is here 

time is there 

time is everywhere. 

If you try to run away 

You won’t be able to escape. 

Mia 

 

Time of year 

Infinity forever 

Minutes can run 

Electricity can make clocks work 

Charles 

 

Time is endless and interesting because it is moving 

I like it because it is precious. 

Nye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time is endless 

Even when time is over for you 

It will keep on going. 

When the sun explodes time will still go. 

The moon and the stars go round and round 

That makes time 

You can’t see it but it still goes. 

Izzy 

 

Time is endless, time flies high 

Ice is melting in the sky 

Now the moon is coming up 

Have some ice cream in a cup 

Elias 

 

Time is good, 

Time is endless, 

Time is marvellous 

Who made time? 

Who made rhymes? 

You can even make rhymes with time. 

Millie 

 

‘Tick tock’ time can only say that. Whilst it passes even if we 

are not there to experience it. Seasons, months years go by. 

Everyone will live and everyone will die. Most people think 

time is just a clock and some people even think time is money 

but I think it is life, seasons, months and years. Time is king 

of funny but not money.                                                                                                   

Abby 

 

 

 

 

 



Parent / Community Information 

 

Eden would like to thank everyone who donated, including the cash 

donation amount of $149 raised at the school market and a big 

thanks to Mr Donut, who donated about 8 dozen donuts to sell at 

the market and his big shave event.  It was an exciting thing to     

happen and certainly drew the crowds at our wonderful school   

market! 
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Parent / Community Information 

GLEN EIRA COLLEGE 

76 Booran Road, Caulfield East Vic 3145 

Telephone:  03 9571 7838 Website:  https://gec.vic.edu.au/ 

 

BIENVENUE, YOOKOSO  & SHALOM OPEN DAY 

Tuesday 30th April 2019 at 9.15am. 

Take a tour and learn about our 

innovative language programs. 

COLLEGE OPEN DAY 

Wednesday 1st May 2019. 

Tours at 9.15am, 11.30am, & 1.45pm  (Bookings essential). 

Evening Presentation 6.30pm. 

SEAL ACCELERATION PROGRAM AND LANGUAGES IMMERSION 

Information Night 

Monday 6th May 2019 6.30pm. 

SEAL Test for Year 7 2020 

Friday 17th May 1pm. 

PRINCIPAL TOURS 

See website for dates. 

Bookings essential for all tours. 

Ring 9571 7838 

TARALEIGH PRE-SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
Starting on the 1st of April, I will be riding my bike from Canberra back to Melbourne over a course of 1024km (8days) to 

raise funds to fix the leaking roof in the Kinder. If you are able to contribute to support this cause, please go to the site 

below.  Thank - you. 

https://www.gofundme.com/taraleigh-kinder-roof-repairs&rcid=r01-155147856507-

30cba4801e024110&pc=ot_co_campmgmt_w                                     Stuart Bryden -  Annabel (1L) and Bonnie (Taraleigh) 

https://gec.vic.edu.au/
https://www.gofundme.com/taraleigh-kinder-roof-repairs&rcid=r01-155147856507-30cba4801e024110&pc=ot_co_campmgmt_w
https://www.gofundme.com/taraleigh-kinder-roof-repairs&rcid=r01-155147856507-30cba4801e024110&pc=ot_co_campmgmt_w


Parenting Article 



Parenting Article 
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