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This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

*  Welcome 

*  Parent Communication 

*  EBPS Vision 

*  Punctuality 

*  School Council Elections 

*  Anaphylaxis 

*  Movement around school  

*  Sunsmart 

*  Dropping children off 

*   Welcome BBQ 

*  School Uniform 

*  Volunteers Welcome 

*  Parent Contact Info. 

*  Accidents / Accident cover 

*  Dogs in school grounds 

Diary Dates 

Mon 12th Feb 

School Council Meeting 7pm 

Tues 13th Feb 

WELCOME BBQ 5pm-7pm 

Wed 14th Feb 

Swimming Trials  Grades 3-6 Carnegie Pool 8am 

Thurs 15th Feb 

Thursday Community Market starts - 3:30pm 

Sat 17th Feb 

WORKING BEE - Preps & Years 5 and 6 9am-12noon 

Mon 19th Feb - Wed 21st Feb 

Parent Information Nights - T.B.A of times 

Sat 24th Feb 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MARKET 8:00am-12:30pm 

Tues 27th Feb - Fri 9th Mar 

9 day Swimming Program Years 3 & 4 

Tues 6th Mar 

District Swimming Carnival Grades 3-6 Carnegie 

Pool 1-3pm 

Mon 12th Mar 

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY— NO SCHOOL 

Tues 13th Mar - Fri 23rd Mar 

9 day Swimming Program Years 1 & 2 
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Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of  lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

Welcome all to our first full newsletter of the year.  

Your children and their teachers are settling well into the routines of school, with  

specialist classes having started this week. Our 3 Foundation classes are so settled it 

looks like they’ve been at school for ages not the few days they have been.  

Our Year 3’s have participated in their very first kitchen and garden classes this 

week; with our Steiner Year 3 students beginning their journey as budding musicians. 

We are happy to welcome all our new staff to EBPS in 2018 - Allison Shields – Prep S, 

Sarah Boyd – Class 1S, Anne Wilson – Class 1A, Leah Morrissy – Grade 1M, Sarah   

Carnegie – Class 4S,Celia Hopkinson – Class 4C, Kate Raynor – Grade 3/4R and  

Shelley Krycer – Class 5S and a warm welcome back to Lynne (Hale) Grainger.  

Starting at a new school is like any new job – there are so many new procedures, 

timetables, school rules and meetings to attend that it can be overwhelming during 

the first few weeks. All of our new staff members have commented on how           

welcoming all our families have been and are very excited to be working here at 

EBPS. 

Our Year 6 students return to school tomorrow afternoon after spending the week at 

Merricks Camp by the seaside. I visited on Tuesday to be greeted by excited        

children putting on sunscreen and hats, readying themselves for a day at Rye      

foreshore snorkelling and kayaking.  

As you can see from this short report, there is always a lot going on at EBPS. 

Parent Communication  

For new parents to our school I will explain the difference between a bulletin and a 

newsletter. A fortnightly newsletter is produced every alternate Thursday. This      

newsletter outlines past and future happenings in the school in an attempt to keep 

parents informed as fully as possible about what is happening at our school. On   

alternate weeks a briefer news bulletin is distributed. All these communications will 

include a term calendar which is updated regularly.  

In order to be waste-wise we send our newsletters/bulletins out electronically to our 

families, as well as placing them on our website each week. This method has the         

advantage of ensuring newsletters don’t get lost on the way home.  
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REMINDER 

WELCOME BBQ 

TUESDAY 13th FEB. 

5PM-7PM 

ALL WELCOME 

BBQ SUPPLIED 

GOLD COIN DONATION 
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A small number of paper copies of the newsletter will be available from the office. Please let us know if you wish to 

receive a ‘hard copy’.  

Reading our weekly communication will help to keep you informed and it will answer many of your questions. We are 

frequently phoned and asked questions that would not need to have been asked if the school’s communications had 

been read. It is a parental responsibility as a partner in your child’s education that you make yourself aware of what is 

going on by reading the newsletters.  

In our newsletters I frequently write about important things for parents to remember and / or make some requests for 

help. Much time and effort goes into the production of this communication tool so I urge you all to take full               

advantage of it. Should you have the need to contact me directly on any matter my e-mail address is  

Jackson.susan.s@edumail.vic.gov.au   

Information Evenings/Interviews  

These will commence the week beginning Monday 19th February.  A notice will be coming home next Monday to  

advise you about which night your child/rens class Information Night will be on. Please make this a priority, as teachers 

will outline more fully their plans and expectations for the year. 

EBPS School Vision  

It is worth remembering our school vision at this time - (It is printed at the top of each of our newsletters). It is this vision 

that drives our staff at EBPS each day in the work that we do with your child/ren. East Bentleigh PS is blessed with a 

committed and hardworking teaching team, well supported by our caring support staff.  

I would like to thank the many people who worked hard over the holiday period to ensure our school was ready for 

our start this year, people who watered our gardens regularly; mowed lawns; those who helped to prepare            

classrooms and lastly but by no means least the teachers, many of whom spent many hours of their holiday time     

preparing their rooms and programs for our first day. Many thanks to our cleaner Manuel who painted our staffroom , 

and along with his team, made our school look sparkling.  

Punctuality  

How does being late for school impact on your child’s learning?  

Good punctuality and consistent attendance is essential for all children if they are to 

achieve their full potential academically and develop employment and life skills. Children 

arriving late to class often miss important learning opportunities as well as messages and 

information. Students who arrive late to lessons are likely to miss the teacher’s introduction 

when the aims of the lesson and learning objectives are explained and task instructions 

given. This hinders the child’s understanding of the lesson and affects progress. In all cases, 

a child arriving late interrupts the lesson, disrupting teaching and learning for all.  

At EBPS each morning at 8.50am music will play over the loudspeakers. This is everyone’s cue to make their way to 

their class’s designated line up area. Teachers will meet their class by 8.55am, where they will immediately bring their 

classes inside, this will allow the children to be ready for instruction to begin promptly at 9.00am. Children’s class time 

at school is precious as I’m sure you will agree, so I urge you all to support our efforts to maintain punctuality at our 

school. Please understand if your child’s teacher can only have a brief chat to you in the morning as their first focus is 

to bring the class together. At recess and lunch break times the music will play at the 5 minute mark in order to ‘cue’ 

the children to make their way promptly to line.  

At the end of the day, class teachers will escort their classes out to their designated area ready to be collected by 

parents. Please do not come into the corridors to wait outside your child’s classroom. Congestion inside is unsafe as 

well as very disruptive to children still inside classrooms and makes orderly movement by classes returning to their 

rooms very difficult.  

School Council Elections  

Last Monday every school family will have received a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations’ letter regarding 

school council elections. We have 3 Parent member vacancies that we need to fill. All nominations need to be 

lodged at the school office by 4:00pm on Tuesday 13th February. 

Role of School Councillors  

School Councillors currently play an important role in decision making and management of our school. They donate 

many hours to the sub committees of Council; Finance, Education and Policy, Facilities, Uniform, Communication, 

Fundraising, Publicity, Farmers’ Market and Grants. Councillors belong to at least one subcommittee; they also attend 

monthly council meetings and represent the school on special occasions. Parents not on School Council may also 

serve on sub committees.  

Anaphylaxis  

At our school we have a number of students who suffer from severe life 

threatening nut allergies. We ask that all parents refrain from sending any 

nuts or products with nuts to school. Please look out in our next newsletter 

for more detailed information about anaphylaxis. 
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Movement Around the School/ Corridor Congestion  

On the matter of congestion and orderly movement I would ask that parents refrain from bringing their children inside 

the school building before school. If you need to speak to your child’s teacher for a moment or two about something 

important, please wait until they go outside to greet their classes.  

If you need to discuss something that will take some time, please make an appointment to speak with your teacher, 

as their first priority from 8.55 am will be their students. I thank you all in anticipation of your understanding. Parents are 

of course welcome to come in through the main doors should they need to visit the office for any reason, however I 

would ask that social chats with other parents take place outside, away from the office work areas and classrooms. 

Again I thank you in anticipation of your understanding.  

Sunsmart  

Parents please make sure that your children are dressed in a sunsmart way during this warmer part of 

the year. This includes of course having a broad brimmed hat (baseball caps are not sunsmart), to 

wear every day at school and wearing clothes that help protect them from the burning rays of the 

sun. Children need to have a named hat so that any left outside can be returned to them. We would also appreciate 

it if you would tell your children to wear their hats and to play in the shade when it is very hot. We find that where    

parents also support the wearing of hats and playing in the shade, it is much more likely to be adhered to.  

Please help your child to be sunsmart by making sure she/he has a hat at school. Children who do not wear their hats 

will be directed to remain on the hall deck for the entire break time.  

Dropping Children Off  

Our next reminder is about dropping children off and / or picking children up out the front of the school. There are 

times and areas where you may park, and there are times and areas where you may not. If you need to stop even for 

only ten minutes, it is a good idea to park in one of the local side streets. People who do just stop and then move off 

again quickly, do need to have the places to do so like our “Kiss’n’Go” area at the front of the school. Please do not 

use up these spaces if you have to leave your car for more than a couple of minutes. For one thing you could be 

booked, for another it is not fair to those people who are in a hurry. If you use the “Kiss and Go” area to drop off your 

child remember that you may not leave your car at any time - it is only a 2 minute drop off area. Also please            

remember that the staff car park is for staff only - it is not to be used for dropping off or picking up children. 

Welcome to 2018 BBQ  

A reminder that we will be holding our Welcome BBQ/picnic dinner on Tuesday February 13th from 5-7pm. BYO picnic 

rugs/baskets etc- we will supply the sausages/vegie burgers for a gold coin donation. All are welcome. Please RSVP to 

the school office.  

School Uniform  

A reminder that all children are expected to attend school in correct school uniform on all days unless advised for a 

special event. A copy of our uniform policy is available on our website. The uniform shop opens regularly on Tuesday 

and Friday mornings for your convenience. Please don’t hesitate to speak to either Fiona or anyone in the office 

should you have any questions.  

Volunteers Welcome  

We need parents (or grandparents etc.) with time to help in our school. (garden and kitchen helpers, literacy support, 

gardening group and our Bentleigh Farmers’ Market  etc.) In most newsletters or via school email, we will be asking for 

help with something, so if you can’t help right now perhaps you can later on.  

Contact Information  

Parents please let us know if any information about home phone numbers, work phone numbers or emergency       

contact numbers have changed. It can be very frustrating to try to contact the parents or the person / people listed 

as the emergency contact/s when children are ill at school only to find the numbers we are ringing are no longer    

correct.  

Accidents and Accident Cover  

Children will always have accidents. As much as we try to prevent them, they are an unfortunate fact of life. It goes 

without saying that as parents you will be most concerned about your child/ren’s wellbeing and recovery.  

Whilst most medical costs are refundable by Medicare, it can come as a nasty shock when some bills arrive, that 

some expenses are not covered by Medicare or private medical insurance. For example, did you know that if an    

ambulance is called for your child, that you the parent must meet the expense?  

Ambulance insurance is paid by many families as part of risk management for their families. Children’s Accident     

Insurance is also an attractive option for their families. With some of these schemes children are covered 24 hours per 

day anywhere in the world, not just while they are at school.  

The Department of Education does not hold accident insurance for school students. DET has provided the following 

information to share with our families: Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial      

insurers. These cover a range of medical expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance.  

Whilst DET cannot advise you on whether to purchase a student accident policy or which policy to purchase, it is    

recommended that you seek assistance in this matter with your insurance broker or find 

a suitable personal accident insurer in the Yellow Pages or online.  

Dogs in the school ground: 

Parents please refrain from bringing your pet dogs into the school grounds. We do have 

some children who are terrified of dogs. Please leave them tied up outside the gate. 

Thank-you 

 

Until next time……………….Sue Jackson - Assistant Principal  

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.psw.com.au/images/products/514_Large.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.psw.com.au/retail/viewproduct.aspx%3FproductID%3D514&usg=__XzzeBZxeSsmmZCDecyu2id_Hqy8=&h=305&w=300&sz=22&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=UQnQCUehq


Parent Information

NEW UNIFORM  SHOP HOURS 

TUESDAYS   8:50am - 9:20am 

FRIDAYS       8:45am - 9:15am 

 

If parents cannot make those times - you can place an order and pay at the office. 

Your uniform purchase will then be sent home with your child                                    

or can be picked up at the office. 

Please note: School hats can also be purchased at the office any time. Cost $10.00 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE MESSAGE 

Today, we sent home your latest Statement of Account which includes the 2018 school fees.                        

*If you have made a payment of fees in the last few days - this may not be reflected on your statement. 

Please look for this statement in your child’s bag.                                                                          

All school fees are due by Thursday 29th March (last day of Term 1/2018).                                                    

For families wishing to pay at the school office, please bring your statement with you. However, the easiest 

way to pay your fees is via Bpay - the biller code and your family reference number                                   

can be found on your statement.  

For all our STEINER families wishing to use the Bpay option, if you are paying your fees in full this term, you 

qualify for the 15% discount - so please remember to deduct your 15% discount from the                                 

Eurythmy, Dance, Music and Orchestra fees (only).                                                                                             

For parents who have a pension or healthcare card - please complete a CSEF form at the office.               

For more CSEF details - please refer to the notice further in this newsletter. 

Kind Regards: Jane Keen - Business Manager 

CHICKEN & DUCK HELPERS!!! 
Dear parents ... we are looking for some helpers on a Thursday and Friday to let out the chickens and 

ducks and put them away again at the end of the day. Please come and see myself (Kirsty) or call me on 
0439 378 329 and I can show you the set up if you are interested . 

We rely on some help otherwise the flock can’t free range in the garden! 
Cheers Kirsty  

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.psw.com.au/images/products/514_Large.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.psw.com.au/retail/viewproduct.aspx%3FproductID%3D514&usg=__XzzeBZxeSsmmZCDecyu2id_Hqy8=&h=305&w=300&sz=22&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=UQnQCUehq


Parent Information  

Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 
 

Welcome to the 2018 school year at East Bentleigh Primary School, to both our old and new families. 

I find the beginning of each year is exciting, full of newness, anticipation and naturally some trepidation, or even anxiety.  

It’s good to remember that anxiety is a bit like a wave it peaks and eventually lessens and often disappears. We can learn to ride 

that wave and stay on top of anxious feelings by doing something to change or re-direct the feeling.  

To manage any feelings we first need to be able to notice what is going on in both our minds and our bodies, so it is important to 

sit quietly and give ourselves some attention.  

Once we have identified an anxious, or nervous feeling, there many strategies we can use to help us ride that wave.  

For adults and older children, try breathing exercises and activities, which calm the body and slow the thinking.  

For younger children perhaps try some of the following:  

* Colouring in – go slow, relax 

* Count up and down- sit on the floor and count to 5, stand up and count to seven and repeat 4 times. 

* Sit under your favourite tree (or imagine sitting under it) Climb up and find a favourite spot. Draw it. 

* Tapping- tap your fingers rhythmically over your heart, while saying yes- at least 30 times. 

* Help someone and make their day. 

* Trace a BIG number 8 in the air over and over. Now turn it on its side and trace it sideways in the air. Now trace it on 

your arm or leg. 

* Laugh like a lion- imagine how a lion would laugh, then do it loud and strong. 

* Go through the alphabet and name a vegetable or fruit that begins with each letter. 

* Imagine you have an apple in each cheek. You have to lift those apples, so smile with both your eyes and mouth and 

lift those apples. 

These are a few ideas that may help children re-direct unhelpful thought and feelings. They are from a great little set of cards by 

Selina Byrne and Katie Jardine and are available on line from St Lukes Innovative resources. 

We have many new families in our school this year, so I thought I would include a Friendly February calendar that I received from 

Mark from ‘Action For Happiness’ in the UK. Here at East Bentleigh I believe we are terrific at extending the hand of support and 

friendship and this calendar has some lovely ideas that we can share with our children. 

Warm Regards, Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 
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Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising 


